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SPOILER 

ALERT. 


THE MOST POWERFUL MINI EVER IS COMING. 
THE NEW MINI JOHN COOPER WORKS HATCH. 

One TWinPower Turbo engine. Five decades of race tuning. 231 horsepower 
and 320Nm of torque. Oh, and 0-62mph in 6.1 seconds flat. 

SEE WHAT IT*S MADE OF AT MINI.CO.UK 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI John Cooper Works Hatch CAutomatic): Urban 39.2 mpg (7.2 l/IOOkm). Extra Urban 57.6 mpg (4.9 l/100km). 



Combined 49.6 mpg (5.7 l/100km). COa Emissions 133 s/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 



SPECIAL 

ADDITION 



The New Lexus IS 3CX}h Executive Edition 



5 300K pnoai from £2St49Si Modii • 6 300K EivoiKe EAert £3Q|606i cotton nn^Mic peH « £610 
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p or% T po>igljewt<Cor»oolsMcor*fOo«%ndcpon^of(j»id»PiriorodS>wc«tWrmondc a idiBr o ipia*litf vi ir>T* oi f*^b>>e^^ FvitrotagfetvcilotlAAtoewor iBior^ LftauoFvmdSorvioaBeatrednpnvve^lbyoliFvwtCMjSorwei 
(UQPlC RigilndOftoa C««alBi«^Bi#ghHH#vEpianvlCnB5UZ ^ lnd^e^pi■^id by t^oFninod Conduct Au ^^ T>ioMPG<g^/oi<»jotwtiiewwdVomo>odEUfyi<id^>mAs THoyartprondidfarconyr o hfty pupoco^ 

•nd rrvy not r^bct ocAid dr%e^ •varMnoa 

IS 300h Executive Edition fuel consumption and CO 2 figures: urban 61.4 mpg (4.6 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 61.4 mpg (4.6 l/IOOkm), combined 
642 mpg (44 l/100km). 103g/km COj (13% BIK) 
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RAJ NAIR HAS ONE OF THE BEST JOBS IN THE 

‘evo’ universe. As Ford’s group vice president and chief technical officer, 
global product development, Nair is the person who is ultimately 
responsible for the way the company’s cars drive. His predecessors. 
Derrick Kuzak and Richard Parry-Jones, proved that all cars in a range 
could, and should, steer as well as the performance models. Drive even a 
basic Mkl Ford Focus and you’ll instantly recognise in its chassis the hand of someone who 
cares about driving. That hand being Parry- Jones’s. 

So who is Nair? Now in his 50th year, he looks 20 years younger. Nair joined Ford in 1987 
as a body and assembly operations launch engineer, then worked on 11 vehicle programmes 
in 13 assembly plants. Also on his CV is: vehicle operations launch manager for the Fiesta 
in Europe; executive director, commodity business planning; executive director. North 
American product development; and vice president, operations in Asia Pacific and Africa. 
In the last role, he was responsible for product development, manufacturing, purchasing, 
quality and information technology. Having met him over dinner during the Geneva motor 
show, there’s a sense of total command over his role - a colossal intellect and a star quality 
that suggest Raj Nair is on his way to president and CEO status. 

You’d like him, too. Nair has raced single-seaters in the US and UK, and he’s owned 
a Shelby GT500. It’s for this reason (more so than the fact that he’s in charge of 20,000 
engineers at Ford, and that he is the Blue Oval’s boss of ‘product’) that he is the perfect 
person to speak to about. . . autonomous driving. Seriously. If you want to know about this 
subject, ask someone who loves driving. 

‘While we anticipate that autonomous driving will be feasible by 2020, we can only 
see this in a geo-fenced state,’ explained Nair. ‘By that we mean you’ll need very high- 
definition 3D laser mapping of a specified area, so that the vehicle, by its own imaging, 
can reference that to the map and know exactly where it is and what’s coming up in that 
environment.’ He continued: ‘Seeing a bus close its doors or a simple thing like a bicycle 
rider giving a hand movement; the car needs to recognise that the cyclist is going to make a 
left turn. Things that you do naturally, like sneak out to see beyond a large truck, you need 
to write software algorithms that replicate this. So when you really start going through all 
the scenarios of what the eyes and brain are telling you, and how this translates to your 
hands and feet, it becomes a significant technical challenge. 

‘There’s also climatic conditions. As good as the sensors are now, they 
can still be confused by rain, fog and snow, and the image processing is 
still not at the level of the human brain. We’re making great progress, 
but shouldn’t forget that the human body is an incredible feat of nature.’ 

I hope Nair continues to talk sense about autonomous driving, and 
not allow marketeers to prove the concept by hurtling a prototype 
driverless car around a racetrack. I need convincing that the technology 
is safe and embellishes our driving life, rather than knowing just how 
fast a machine can drive without a human at the wheel. 

Nick Trott Editor (@evoNickTrott) 
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DS 


3 ICE SPECIAL EDITION 

EXPRESS YOURSELF 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


Official Government Fuel Consumption Figures (litres per lOOkm/MPG) and COi Emissions (g/km). Highest: DS 3 Ice DStyle THP 165 S6cS 6-Speed 
Urban 3.3/85.6, Combined 3.6/78.5, 95 COi. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditiorts, intended as a guide for comparative 
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With its unique configuration of white Bellone wheels, white dash and gear stick, Alcantara* sports seats, 
aluminium sports pedals, black and white chequered fin, dash arul mat insignias. 

DS 3 Ice special edition can be personalised with a choice of stylish body colours and a rar>ge of different engirws. 

Its time to put the special into special edition. 



DS3 

ICE SPECIAL EDITION 

™»,£ 189-£225 ^ 

PER MONTH* ON PERSONAL LEASE CIXROfn 


manual; Urban 7.1/39.8, Extra Urban 4.6/61.4, Combiired 5.6/50.4, 129 COi. Lowest; DS 3 Ice DStyle e-HDi 90 manual; Urban 4.3/65.7, Extra 
purposes only, and may rvot reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 
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Deciding where to go would only slow you down. 

The Concinencal GT Speed. 

Consider our most powerful GT, che pinnede of the Condnencel range In luxury and perfdrmartce. Its unique 'W' conAguraclon 
engine smoocNy reaches a top speed of I9S mph (314 km/h). Even standing still, Its aggressive stance eludes to the car’s 
rea»-world supercar performance 

For more information call 0845 689 1625 or vtek www.BendeyMotors.com. #GTSpeed 

Cononencal GT Speed fuel consumption - E\J Drive Cycle In mpg Q/lOO km); Urban 12.6 (22.4); 

Extra Urban 28 6 (9.9), Combined 195 (14.3) CO, Emissions 338 g/km 
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Lamborghini 
Aventador 
LP750-4 SV 


by SAM SHEEHAN 


‘S 


UPERVELOCE IS A WAY TO 
comph'ie with ours«-lvei, to push to 
the roof "f physics.’ 

Maurizio Reggiani, Lamborghini’s R&D 
dire< ’.or, is clearly passionate about his 
latest creation, the Aventador LP750-4 
Superveloce. That last word means ‘super 
last' in Italian, of course, and 750’ denotes 
the power in PS, which translates to 
740bhp. Finally, 4’ confirms that drive is 
sent to all l our wheels. 

How fast Is ‘super last’? Lamborghini 
claims that 62mph arrives in just 4 8sec (a 
tenth quicker than the ‘regular’ Aventador 
LP700-4). Continue acwlerating and you 
should be past 124mph 8 seconds later. 
Keep the throttle pinned and click your 
way through the seven gears, and you’ll 
watch the ni’«lle rise all the way up to 
217mph. Proper hypercar territory . 

For the SV, the Aventador’s 0. 5-litre V12 
has been reworked to produce an extra 
50bhp (torque is unchanged at 5091b ft). It 
gets an all-new, freer flowing lightweight 
exhaust system - which also helps project 
more ‘music’ from the naturally aspirated 
engine - and has received adjustment to its 
variable valve timing. 

Peak power arrives at a spine-tingling 
8400rpm - up from 8250rpm and )ust 



CONTINUED OVER 




LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR LP750-4 SV 


lOOrpm before the limiter - and is 
sent through Lamborghini’s single- 
clutch ISR transmission. While not 
quite as quick at switching cogs as 
some dual-clutch systems, in the SV 
it’s proudly labelled as the world’s 
fastest-changing automated manual. 

'Also, for the first time, we’ve 
used adaptive steering control and 
magnetorheological suspension,’ says 
Reggiani. ‘It allows the car to have 
the right reaction in every condition - 
pitching, acceleration, cornering - to 
guarantee that every time the car is 
perfectly set.’ 

Weight has also been trimmed by 


50kg, resulting in a a figure of 1525kg 
dry. That complex suspension adds 
5kg at each corner, however, so 
Reggiani explains that in real terms 
the team had to save 70kg overall. 

‘The car also generates 150 
per cent more than the standard 
Aventador just below 200mph. That 
larger front lip was added to balance 
the downforce generated by the rear.’ 

Lighter, more powerful and set up 
to attack the racetrack, the LP750-4 
SV looks mighty. And with a price tag 
of around £280,000 - just £20k more 
than the regular Aventador - it also 
looks like a bit of a bargain. 


44TheSV’s 
single-clutch 
ISR gearbox is 
labelled as the 
world’s fastest 
automated 
manual 99 


RIVAL 

Murcl^lago 
LP670-4 SV 



Yep, top of the list of 
rivals for the new SV is 
in fact its predecessor. 
Its 6.5-litre V12 puts 
out 661bhp, and while 
this Murcielago run- 
out model may have 
cost a similar amount 
to the latest SV when 
new, today one will 
cost you £400,000. 



WEIGHT 



The weight 
saving of 
‘Carbon Skin’ 
fabric in 
relation to 
leather 



INTERIOR 


Sourced from 
Lamborghini's owner 
Audi, the SV gets 
a TFT touchscreen 
instrument display 
cluster with light 
blue shift lights and 
a G-force indicator. 
Carbonfibre bucket 
seats are wrapped 
in Lamborghini's 
innovative Carbon 
Skin. This light but 
tough material is 
also used to line the 
inside of the roof. 


DOWNFORCE 



Additional 

downforce 
developed as 
the SV closes 
in on 200mph 
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FIRST LOOK 


by SAM SHEEHAN photography by JAMES CALLAGHAN 


IN DEPTH 



O aero 

The SV adopts a large front 
spoiler, an adjustable rear 
wing and an aggressive 
diffuser to produce 150 per 
cent more downforce than 
the standard Aventador. 
The result: pure aggression. 


O CHASSIS 

Racing-car-esque pushrod 
suspension is set up to 
work with the magnetic 
dampers. Lightening loads 
are carbonfibre doors and 
bucket seats, and reduced 
noise insulation. 


O DRIVETRAIN 

The four-wheel-drive 
system uses a Haldex IV 
coupling. A limited-slip 
diff distributes torque at 
the rear, while a brake- 
activated system controls 
torque via ESP at the front. 


O WHEELS 

Pirelli P Zero Corsa tyres 
wrap around lightweight 
centre-locking forged 
wheels of 20in front and 
21in rear. The wheels also 
help counter the magnetic 
suspension's 20kg penalty. 


THE BIG NUMBER 


TECH CLOSE-UP 



millimetres - the 
width of the SV’s rear 
tyres. Pirelli’s widest 
production tyre, it’s 
just 10mm shy of the 
mighty Veyron’s 



BRAKES 

The lighter SV gets the 
standard Aventador's 
400mm front and 
380mm rear carbon 
ceramic discs with 
six- and four-piston 
calipers respectively. 
The 62-Omph stopping 
distance is a scant 
30 metres. 


SUSPENSION 

Magnetically 
controlled damping 
offers ultra-fast 
response times and 
adjustable settings. 
Pitch motion during 
gear changes, braking, 
acceleration and 
cornering can all be 
countered. 




STEERING 


This is the first V12 
Lamborghini to feature 
electromechanical 
steering. Its unnatural 
feel in Audi models 
is concerning, but 
Reggiani promises an 
optimised ratio for 
low-speed agility and 
high-speed stability. 



ON TRANSMISSIONS 


Maurizio Reggiani 


w 


• E HAVE IMPROVED 
the shift-ability of the 
gearbox. Because the 
car is lighter, it means you have less 
inertia. When you shift, inertia is one 
of the phenomena that generates the 
feeling from the pull of torque. 

‘When you shift in the standard 
Aventador, the car was pitching. With 
the SV’s MagneRide, when you shift 
we are able to react to maintain the 
stability, and have less pitching effect. 

‘Our intelligent system means the 
suspension knows when you shift, 
from which gear to which you move, 
and whether you are accelerating or 
braking - a reaction is appropriated 
to the dynamic behaviour of the car. 

‘The reaction puts in more rebound 
resistance, meaning the car becomes 
heavier to move, so the car becomes 
more stable as it reduces the pitch. 
Even in the corner, the suspension can 
compensate angles to guarantee that 
the tyre can work as flat a possible. 

But when you select the car’s 
Strada [road] setting, you have the 
MagneRide, which has a big range of 
damping effects for normal or bumpy 
roads. You are able to remove a large 
amount of [vibration] frequencies 
and the suspension reacts to the 
surface on the road. 

‘If you use Strada, it is much 
more comfortable. This is a car for 
racetrack and the road.’ 


'The Murcielago SV's 
V12feltlikeaVTEC 
in the way it revved. 
Though that car had 
some comparably 
old-fashioned parts, 
it summed up the 
supercar in one flame- 


COMMENT 

spitting package. I 
hope the new SV's V12 
retains that rev-hungry 
character. Hopefully the 
engineers have been 
brave with chassis and 
removed the understeer 
that hampered early 


Aventadors, too. 

My only concern is 
the Dynamic Steering. 
Lamborghini promises 
it'll be better, but 
we haven't liked it in 
anything else...' 

Jethro Bovingdon 



SPECIFICATION 

Engine V12, 6498cc 

Power 740bhp @ 8400rpm 

Torque 5091b ft la 5500rpm 

0 - 62 mph 2.8sec (claimed) 

Top speed 217mph (claimed) 

Weight (dry) 1525kg (493bhp/ton) 

Basic price c£280,000 

On saie Late spring 
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RENAULTSPORT CLIO 220 TROPHY 



Renaultsport 
Clio 220 
Trophy 

Can carefully targeted 
modifications turn the 
lacklustre RS Clio into a 
mini Megane 275 Trophy? 


9 CHASSIS 

Ride height has dropped 
20mm at the front, 10mm at 
the rear. The rear springs are 
aiso 40 per cent stiffer and 

bodyroNr "ivcwjnvepw 
cent csmpMd with 7a<rs 
ac«on«l04)chKSl& 


9 STEERING 

The Trophy shouid now 
be marked iy more 'pointy' 
than before, it has a quicker 
steering rack - the ratio has 

lAdenframK^tolUl- 
woriieti with new McheIr 
PM Supr Spcrt robber. 


9 BODYWORK 
Distinguished by 'Trophy' 
decais on the front 'blade' 
splitter and the door 
mouldings and sills, the new 
CIO «IM comes with IbHnch 
TtMceT Ay «4iecb and a 
new colour - Frost White 


R enaultsport has an 

enviable reputation built on 
a consistent ability to make 
hardcore hot hatches that are brilliant 
to drive on road and track. So you can 
imagine our disappointment when 
the Clio 200 Turbo left us feeling flat 
in evo 192. Trading the Phase 3 RS 
Clio’s focus on high-revving, hard- 
riding thrills for a softer and more 
mainstream approach, it lacked 
the energy, edge and effervescent 
character that had previously had us 
hooked. Now, stung by criticism from 
the UK press and downbeat feedback 
from its more purist customers, 
Renaultsport has responded. This is 
the Clio 220 Trophy. 

It’s clear that the team behind this 
car is determined to make amends 
when Terry Baillon, Renaultsport’s 
chassis and dynamics engineer, 
opens his picscnuuoa m the 
dhrision’t headquanen in Les Ulit 
with the admission; “We couUy agree 


with the criticism that came from our 
sporty, purist European customers.’ 
This is not normal, believe us, and is 
as refreshing as it is encouraging. 

As the new car’s name suggests, 
an increase in power is central to the 
Trophy’s improvements, but a more 
muscular state of tune for the 1.6-litre 
turbocharged engine is just one piece 
of the puzzle. With the dual-clutch 
paddleshift transmission made much 
more responsive, a stiffer, lower, 
sharper chassis setup, and some 
cosmetic tweaks to distinguish it from 
its lesser siblings, the 220 Trophy is a 
comprehensive reinvention. 

In no particular order, on the 
‘to do’ list was improving corner 
balance, increasing oversteer, raising 
cornering speeds while reducing 
body roll, and enhancing steering feel 
and response, all at the same time as 
mainuining the com/bn inherent in 
the itandard car's suspension. 

In an attempt to bottle the 


«X)«m 


73m 


1.43m ^ 


014 www.evo.co.uk 


FIRST LOOK 


previous-generation Clio’s infectious 
enthusiasm, the throttle map has also 
been tweaked to respond more sharply, 
earlier in its travel. Coupled with a new 
transmission calibration - banishing 
the 200 Turbo’s reluctance to execute 
downshifts while braking hard into 
a corner, which yielded plenty of 
frustratingly fruitless tugs - two of the 
base car’s chief faults should have been 
ironed out. Elsewhere, the engine’s 
red line has increased from 6500rpm 
to 6800rpm, which means downshifts 
can be made even earlier and a wider 
grin on the driver’s face as the four- 
cylinder turbo winds round. 

Each car is individually numbered 
(on the door sills), but Renaultsport 
is at pains to say this is a special 
edition, not a limited-edition car, so 
production numbers will be solely 
dictated by orders. Predictions are 
somewhere between 30 to 40 per cent 
of present RS Clio sales levels, which 
are currently around 7000 cars per 
annum (10,000 have been built in the 
18 months since production began). 

No pricing has been announced 
for the Trophy, but there will clearly 
be a premium over the regular 200 
Turbo model. We’re due to drive 
the car in the coming weeks and it 
will go on sale in Europe from June, 
before subsequently being released in 
other markets. If it’s half as good as it 
sounds - and from the details released 
so far it sounds very good indeed - the 
Trophy should at last mark a welcome 
return to form for the RS Clio. 


RIVAL 

Peugeot 208 GTi 
30th Anniversary 



These changes should 
put the Clio back 
Into the thick of the 
action, battiing the 
Ford Fiesta ST and 
Peugeot's 208 GTi. 
The 30th Anniversary 
edition of the latter, 
with its agile chassis 
and 205bhp, is a 
particularly stern rival. 


SHIFTS 



How much 
quicker the 
gearchanges 
from the 
paddleshift 
dual-clutch 
gearbox will 
be than before 


PERFORMANCE 



200 Turbo 220 Trophy 



Renault insists that 
the raw numbers do 
not do justice to the 
changes wrought 
under the skin of 
the new car. The 220 
Trophy’s response, 
urgency and sheer 
clout should quickly 
become apparent to 
anyone in the driver’s 
seat. That said, the 
standing kilometre 
is dispatched in 
26.5 seconds - one 
second quicker than 
the 200 Turbo - 
and, perhaps more 
tellingly, the Trophy 
laps Renault’s test 
track in Imin 44sec, 
which again looks 
promising against 
the standard car’s 
Imin 47sec marker. 


EXHAUST 



The Trophy’s 
exhaust has 
a new big- 
bore flexible 
downpipe, 
helping 
contribute to 
greater power 


by RICHARD MEADEN 



IN DEPTH 


INTERIOR 

Inside, the differences 
between 220 Trophy 
and standard 200 
Turbo Clios will be 
subtle. The steering 
wheel has a new, more 
tactile, embossed 
leather rim, while the 
Trophy interior pack 
offers new sports 
seats with integrated 
headrests. Perhaps 
more dubiously, the air 
vent surrounds, door 
handles and gearlever 
base plate have a 
carbonfibre-look. 




ENGINE 


There's more than 
an ECU remap going 
on here. A new turbo 
spinning SOOOrpm 
faster than before 
responds more quickly 
and blows harder. Peak 
power arrives a little 
later - at 6050rpm - in 
the 1.6-litre engine's 
rev range and, with an 
overboost function, 
2061b ft is available 
in fourth and fifth 
gears from 2500rpm. 
Throttle response has 
also been sharpened. 


TRANSMISSION 

If there was one area 
of the RS Clio that 
desperately needed 
improving, it was 
the Efficient Dual 
Clutch paddleshift 
transmission. Paddle 
travel has now been 
cut by a third, while 
shifts are 40 per cent 
faster in Normal and 
Sport modes and 50 
per cent faster in Race. 
Software recalibration 
also means downshifts 
under hard braking are 
now possible. 



COMMENT 


SPECIFICATION 


‘The 200 Turbo was an overreaction 
to criticism that the old model was 
too hardcore. Rather than make 
small changes, Renaultsport altered 
its entire philosophy. Even so, I'm 
convinced there's a brilliant hatch 
locked inside - let's hope the Trophy 
realises this potential.' Dan Prosser 


Engine 

In-line 4-cyl, 1618cc, 
turbo 

Power 

217bhp la 6050rpm 

Torque 

2061b ft @ 2500rpm 

0-62mph 

6.5sec (est) 

Top speed 

146mph (est) 

Weight 

cl204kg (183bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

TBC 
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PORSCHE oil GTS RS 


Porsche 
911 
GTS RS 

Magnesium roof, 918 
Spyder tyres and huge 
downforce. Meet the 
most advanced 911 ever 


HE NEW PORSCHE 911 
GTS RS is just 10kg lighter 
than the GTS upon which it is 
based - the smallest difference in kerb 
weight between the two concurrent 
Porsche Motorsport models to date. 
On the face of it that suggests this new 
version is the least comprehensive 
reworking of the GTS yet. A deep dive 
into the technical details, however, 
reveals that the opposite is true. 
This is in fact the most technically 
ambitious and advanced GTS RS yet, 
eclipsing even the special-edition 
997-generation RS 4.0. 

With the same 493bhp as that 


run-out model, this latest RS will 
lap the Niirburgring seven seconds 
faster thanks to grippier tyres and 
more effective aerodynamics, despite 
carrying an extra 60kg. The recorded 
time of 7min 20sec also puts the new 
GTS RS nine seconds ahead of the 
Carrera GT supercar of 200S. 

Remarkable as that may be, this 
is a car that’s always been about so 
much more than just the raw figures. 
Andreas Preuninger, boss of GT cars 
at Porsche Motorsport, is proud of 
that lap time, but he is at pains to 
point out its limited relevance. ‘We 
are at 7min 20sec with this car,’ he 


says. ‘Come on, guys, I mean... This 
is really, really fast. It’s something for 
the professionals. Most people can’t 
go beyond 8min SOsec or something. 
For me it is more important that 
everybody has fun with the car.’ 

The tyre is a Michelin Pilot Sport 
Cup 2 lifted directly from the 918 
Spyder. For the first time the rear 
wheels are 21 inches in diameter; 
the biggest wheel yet fitted to a GTS 
RS (they’ll be the widest, too, at 12.5 
inches across). ‘This new rubber is out 
of this world,’ enthuses Preuninger. 
‘It’s tyre technology to the next 
level. We wanted to use [the 918’s] 



O REAR STEER 

Like the GTS, the 


ntw RS 



Q BONNET 

A bonnet lid/roof 
recess identifies 
the RS's two 
iargest iightweight 
components. 

Q AIR DUCTS 

Air ducts flow 
direct to the engine 
intake, givingthe 
cabin unique aural 
characteristics. 


0 BODYSHELL 

A Turbo bodyshell 
means greater track 
widths, improving 
iaterai grip and 
reducing roli. 

0 WHEELS 

The front wheels 
are now 9.5in wide 
(up from 9in on the 
GTS), to improve 
turn-in grip. 



RIVAL 

Nissan GT'R 
NIsmo 


Forget for a moment 
that the Nismo w*s 
bested in termi of 
both feel and autrl|ht 
pace by the ‘stendefd’ 
GTS at our recent 
Track Car of the Veer 
contest (evo 20S) and 
focus instead on the 
spec sheets. Both the 
GTS RS and GT-R have 
dual-ciutch 'Ooxet. 
Herculean power, 
meaningful aero 
addenda and prices 
around EISO.OOO. So. 
just how many driven 
wheels do you desire? 
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FIRST LOOK 


by DAN PROSSER photo 


exact tyre on the RS, but all the CAD 
work showed us it doesn’t fit. The 
next problem was the production 
line - [it is] not wide enough for the 
21-inch wheels, so the car got stuck. 
There were a lot of stones in the way 
for that tyre and we had to invest an 
outrageous amount of money. It was 
a really tough thing to make that tyre 
fit, but it was well worth it. 

‘I would say the tyre is 20 per 
cent sticker than the GT3’s tyre, but 
the car’s overall aero is 300 per cent 
more. The aero is a huge step. The RS 
has more than double the downforce 
of the GT3, while still maintaining 
- and this is the big point - the same 
coefficient of drag. That’s unheard of.’ 

The tyres and the aero are just two 
areas that have been comprehensively 
overhauled in the pursuit of 
performance. As we’ll see, the same 
obsessive level of engineering has 
been applied to the chassis, the 
engine and the bodywork, too. 


INTERIOR 



Q SEATS 

The seats are based on the 
carbonfibre buckets found 
in Porsche's 918 Spyder halo 
model. Two further seat 
options are also available. 


Q BUTTON 

A ‘Pit Speed’ button on the 
centre console sets a speed 
limit for pitlanes and draws 
a link to the competition 
911 RSRs. 


0 PACKAGE 

The optional Sport 
Chrono Package adds the 
dash-top stopwatch and 
includes the Track Precision 
smartphone app, which 
records lap times and 
driving data. 



Spring rates are up 
compared to the 
GTS for more precise 
handling 



Front track is 50mm 
wider to improve grip 
and roll stability 


SPECIFICATION 


Engine 
Power 
Torque 
0-62mph 
Top speed 
Weight 
Basic price 
On saie 


Flat-six, 3996CC 
493bhp @ 8250rpm 
3391b ft @ 6250rpm 
3.3sec (claimed) 
193mph (claimed) 
1420kg (353bhp/ton) 
£131,296 

Now, deliveries in May 


TECH CLOSE-UP 

with Andreas Preunin^er 





WEIGHT SAVING 

Porsche Motorsport 
has gone to the most 
extreme lengths yet 
to trim out excess 
weight. The roof 
panel, for instance, 
is magnesium. ‘This 
is a highlight of the 
car,' says Preuninger 
'It's 1kg lighter than 
a carbonfibre roof 
would be. It's not 
even used on the race 
cars.' Carbonfibre 
is used for the front 
wheelarches, as well 
as the engine and 
luggage compartment 
lids. Despite this, the 
RS is just 10kg lighter 
than the GT3 - that's 
because the wider 
Turbo bodyshell and 
bigger wheels offset 
much of the weight 
saving. 


DRIVETRAIN 

The engine is a heavily 
reworked version of the 
GT3's direct injection 
unit. It has a longer 
stroke to increase 
capacity from 3.8 to 4.0 
litres. As a consequence 
the red line is at 
8800rpm, rather than 
the 9000rpm of the GT3. 

'I would still say it is 
exciting at the top end,' 
assures Preuninger. The 
crankshaft is made of 
a special steel - ‘it's an 
horrendously expensive 
part' - and the conrods, 
pistons, camshafts 
and cam springs are 
new. The seven-speed 
PDK 'box gets uprated 
software and retains 
the GT3's clutch-kick 
function. 



AERODYNAMICS 

Preuninger claims 
that aerodynamic 
performance is 
the biggest area of 
improvement over the 
GT3 - the vents in the 
front wheelarches are 
all-new. ‘They don’t 
only help downforce, 
they are doubling 
downforce. This is such 
an important feature 
on the car.’ Combined 
with the large rear 
wing and the deep 
front splitter, those 
vents help to produce 
350kg of downforce 
at 186mph, compared 
to 170kg for the GT3, 
while maintaining the 
same drag coefficient. 

At 90mph there is 
more downforce than 
the 997 RS 4.0 had at 
full speed. 


raphy by ASTON PARROTT 



0 HARNESS 

The Club Sport Package, 
which includes a bolted-in 
roll-cage and preparation 
for a six-point harness, is 
standard. 


THE BIG NUMBER 



‘On paper [the power 
output] is 493bhp, but 
in the real world it's a 

good deal more. Maybe 
500, 510bhp...’ says 
Preuninger 


COMMENT 

'Is this the last naturally aspirated 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS? Chances are it 
could be. At 493bhp, the 4-litre DPI 
flat-six could be massaged further, 
but Porsche needs a more powerful, 
torque-rich engine to homologate 
for the racetrack if it's to keep 
Ferrari and McLaren at bay. So, just 
like Maranello's new 661bhp 488 
GTB and Woking's similarly potent 
creations, don't bet against the 
next 911 GT car being turbocharged.' 
Stuart Gallagher 
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McLaren 

675LT 

More power, less weight, 
revised dynamics... could this 
development of the 650S be the 
McLaren we’ve been waiting for? 



F inished in understated 

‘Chicane Grey’ paintwork 
and positioned between a 
belligerent PI GTR and bewitching FI 
GT Longtail, McLaren’s latest road car 
risked fading into the background at 
the Geneva show. 

Fortunately the 675LT’s spec 
suggests a more ebullient character, 


THE LONG TAIL 


SPECIFICATION 


Externally similar to the 650S, the 675LT Is nevertheless 
differentiated by its active Airbrake being some 50 per cent 
bigger - hence the ‘LT’ nomenciature, short for ‘long tali'. The 
new appendage is formed from carbonfibre and contributes, 
along with a carbonfibre front splitter and unique side sills, 
to a 40 per cent increase in downforce. 


Engine V8, 3799cc, twin-turbo 

Power 666bhp IS 7100rpm 

Torque 5161b ft @ 5500-6500rpm 

0-62mph 2.9sec (claimed) 

Top speed 205mph (claimed) 

Weight 1230kg (dry) 

Basic price £259,500 


one that McLaren claims is a return 


to the principles of light weight, 
optimised aerodynamics and - most 
importantly - driver engagement. 

Work to more than 50 per cent of the 
3.8-litre twin-turbo V8’s components 
has liberated 666bhp and 5161b ft of 
torque - up from 641bhp and 5001b ft 
in the 650S. The consequence is 
a 2.9sec 0-62mph sprint (a tenth 
quicker) and a 205mph top-end. 

Revised stability control continues 
McLaren’s efforts to add sparkle to 
its cars’ driving characteristics, and 
an Fl-style ignition cut on up- and 
downshifts should do likewise for the 
engine’s character. 

Available from July 2015, McLaren 
will limit production to 500 units 
i;lobAU>. Pikes suit fiom £259,1>00. 


RIVAL 


McLaren FI GT 

Longtail 



Feet away from the 
675LT at Geneva, the 
long-tail FI GT - one 
of just three road 
versions made - isn't 
a true rival, but it 
certainly won the 
battle for attention on 
McLaren's stand... 


PERFORMANCE 



The LT’s 
0-62mph time 
-just one tenth 
behind a Nissan 
GT-R’s, despite 
the McLaren 
being rear- 
wheel-drive only. 


SUSPENSION 



Just as the long-tail FI 
featured wider tracks, 
so too does the 675LT 
- each has grown by 
20mm for greater 
stability. Springs are 
suffer front and rear, 
by 27 and 63 per cent 
respectively, and 
suspension geometry 
is honed based on 
knowledge from the PI. 


WEIGHT 



At 1230kg, the 
657LT's dry weight 
is significantly 
lighter than the 
650S on which it's 
based. Carbonfibre 
body panels, lighter 
engine components, 
thinner glazing and 
the removal of the 
air conditioning 
contribute to the 
reduced mass. 



018 www.cvo.co.uk 




GENEVA ROUND-UP 


by ANTONY INGRAM and STUART GALLAGHER 


SCG 003 


JIM GLICKENHAUS debuted his 
third supercar at Geneva, the 
SCG 003. A 003R race version 
will compete in the Nurburgring 
24 Hours in May, powered by a 
3.5-litre twin-turbo V6 Honda 
engine with 530bhp. The 003S 
road version gets a twin-turbo 
V12 and will cost a cool £1.6m. 



McLaren PI GTR 



WOKING'S answer to Ferrari's 
FXX K produces 986bhp (up 
83bhp) from its twin-turbo V8 
hybrid powertrain, generates 
660kg of downforce at 150mph, 
and even if you did have the 
means to pay the £2m price 
tag you can't have one because 
McLaren has sold them all. 


6 

The number of 
Ferrari Sergios 
that Pininfarina 
will build to 
mark 60 years of 
designing Ferraris 


£36iii 

The revenue Aston 
Martin generated 
after selling all 
24 examples of its 
SOObhp Vulcan 
track car 


years 

The time between 

Morgan showing 
its original Aero 8 
and the new 
updated version 
at Geneva 



Audi R8 e-tron 

ALONGSIDE the new R8 at 
Geneva, Audi revealed the 
production version of its R8 
e-tron electric supercar. A pair 
of electric motors generate 
456bhp and 6791b ft of torque, 
giving a claimed 0-62mph time 
of 3.9sec. Audi says a range of 
over 279 miles is possible. 



Bentley EXPIO Speed 6 



Koenigsegg 
Regera 


Swedish firm’s 
latest megacar 
produces 1479bhp 
with help from 
a unique new 
hybrid system 


PERFORMANCE 

O 

^ 20sec 

Th» Regera's 

almost inconceivable 
0-249mph sprint time. 


J UST WHEN YOU THINK 
Koenigsegg has reached its peak - with 
the 1341bhp One;l (tested in evo 202) - 
Christian von Koenigsegg redefines his megacar 
concept once again. 

The result is the Koenigsegg Regera. At its 
heart is a 1084bhp twin-turbo 5065cc V8, but 
a 215bhp electric motor attached to the crank 
and two 241bhp motors on the rear axle raise 
combined output to ‘over 1500 horsepower’. 
Torque, too, is vast, quoted at ‘over 14751b ft’. 

The Regera takes a new approach to hybrid 
systems with its Koenigsegg Direct Drive 
transmission (KDD), which enables the V8 to 
power the rear axle directly - without gears 
- while also offering an electric-only mode. 
As a result, the KDD, including the 9.27kWh 
battery pack, adds just 88kg to the car’s weight 
compared to an equivalent engine and seven- 
speed dual-clutch transmission combination. 
All-in, the car weighs 1628kg. 

Just 80 Regeras will be produced, priced from 
around £1. 2m. 


GEARS OUTPUT TORQUE 

W 1500 . 464 » 



THIS IS BENTLEY’S new two- 
seat coupe to sit alongside the 
Continental GT. Based on the 
next Panamera's platform, this 
concept is hybrid powered, but 
also expect Porsche's twin- 
turbo V8 to be offered, plus an 
all-new Audi turbo V6, when the 
car goes on sale before 2020. 


The Regera has no 
traditional gearbox 
- just a final drive. 

A hydraulic coupling 
feeds in the V8's power 
at 600rpm, or around 
30mph. The benefit 
is lower weight and 
simpler engineering. 


.ot I479bhp The 

Regera produces at 
least this figure when 
all four power sources 
are running together. 
The individual peak 
outputs total 1781bhp, 
but the four sources 
don't all peak together. 


Thet $ how much more 
torque the Regera 
produces than the 
One:l. Or to look at it 
another way, that's 
just lib ft less than 
the latest Chevrolet 
Corvette Stingray 
generates... 
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48 Hours of Geneva 

Join editor Nick Trott for a behind-the-scenes tour of the most ‘evo’ motor 
show of the year, and a catch up with some of the industry’s senior executives 

' MONDAY 2ND MARCH 


o 


Sam Alarm rings, eyes 
struggle to open. Cruise to 
to Heathrow in Dan's M4. 




4pm The McLaren stand is 
contained in a heavy black cloak. Rob 
Melville, McLaren's new chief designer, 
greets me. The 675LT looks fantastic 
in Chicane Grey and for a nerd like me 
it's stuffed with fascinating details. 

Take the front splitter: it has an angled cut-out that 
allows an ankle to roll off it in the event of a pedestrian 
impact. And the wheels? Spec the optional wheels and 
you'll find that they are 
actually heavier than 
the standard rims. Most 
manufacturers ask you 
to pay extra for the 
extreme lightweight 
option. 


9.40am London 

looks amazing in the early 
light from 20,000 feet; 
Lake Geneva even t)« ttf f. 
Getting the buzz now 
-Geneva is a fantastic 
motor show. 


Midday Land 

safely. Phone buzzes. 
McLaren wants to know 
if lean come over to the 
stand fora 'behind-the- 
curtains' pre-show reveal 
of th»6f5LT. Yes please. 


5pm Chat with Paul Mackenzie, 
McLaren Automotive Programme 
Director. He knows what's coming. 
'When can we drive the PI GTR?' It's 
about the 20th time I've asked. He 
laughs and gives me the standard 
answer ('Soonl') then tells me about a recent track test... 

'You've driven the PI, right? It's shocking how much 
quicker the GTR is. It really takes your breath away when you 
drive them back to back ' 

'Quicker than your 650S GT3 race car?' I ask. 'It's got a 
lot more power,' says Paul with a smile on his face. 'Quicker 
than an LMP2 prototype?' 'It's got a lot more power,' says 
Paul, now laughing. 

McLaren also confirmed the structure of its range up to 
2025. It will consist of three models: Ultimate Series (PI and 
PI GTR), Super Series (the Asia-only 625C, plus the 650S 
and 675LT) and a new Sports S«f les C 4 t. That last one will 
have a production name that begins with a '5', and will be 
available as a coupe, roadster and in time a more focused 
'LT' version. Pricing is expecting to start at around £135,000. 

Other news? McLaren doesn't believe that it needs SUVs 
to sustain profit (two years in the black now), there will 
be a new PI (but not for at least eight years), and Pl-style 
hybridisation will work its way into around half the range. 


3.30pm 

Accreditation collected, 
IwalkintothePalexpo. 
The place is a health and 
safety disaster; rolled-up 
carpet, cherry pickers, 
tools strewn everywhere. 
It's hard to believe that in 
just over 15 hours it will be 
open to the press... 





7.30 pm Time to visit the VW Group night - the 
annual VW product reveal the night before the show. With 
motoring luminaries Ferdinand Piech and Jean Todt looking 
on, the VW Group's show stars appear and disappear 
quickly. The new Skoda Superb (pictured above) looks 
elegant (honest), the SEAT 20V20 SUV concept looks like 
a cross between an Aventador and a Q3, and the Porsche 
Cayman GT4 - the first time I've seen it for real - absolutely 
jaw-dropping. See full galleries of all these at evo.co.uk. 

Porsche boss Matthias Muller says that the 'GT family 
will continue to grow'; he's referring to the GT3 RS that will 
be at the show tomorrow, but we also hear that a Cayman 
GT4 RS is under consideration (see page 73). 


8.30pm With a massive yelp, the much-anticipated 
Lamborghini Aventador LP750-4 Superveloce drives 
onto the stage. Most cars appear slowly and park; the SV 
screams alongthe catwalk, disappears out the other end, 
and then reappears. Fantastic. 

Maurizio Reggiani, tech boss at Lamborghini, is stalking 
the stage, so I show him our piece on ‘turbo lag and how 
to avoid it' in last month's evo and share ajoke. ‘If you 
learn the secret, please tell mel' he laughs. Then he adds: 

'I tell you my personal opinion. I started 30 years ago in the 
engine department at Maserati at the time of the Biturbo, 
and then Bugatti with the EBllO, responsible for the 
powertrain - and that had four turbos... 

‘The purist engine is a naturally aspirated engine. If you 
ask me what an engine means for me - it means the sound, 
the response in acceleration and how [it makes] you feel. 

‘There is more and more work to reduce and 
compensate for the [lack of] response, with electric turbos 
and other “freaks", but for as long as it is possible, we will 
do a naturally aspirated engine for our supersport C4( ' 

Reggiani won't be drawn on whether a future 
Lamborghini SUV or saloon will have turbos, but he does 
concede that outside pressures are making life hard for 
devotees of natural aspiration: ‘In some places, depending 
on the capacity of the engine, taxation can be more than 
140 per cent of the price of 
the c«. If it [turbocharging] 
does happen, it will be due 
to external conditions that 
come from homologation 
or taxation, pollution, or 
something like this' 


10.30pm The 

evening is wrapping up. 
Bentley briefly showed 
its Speed 6 concept 
(below), but squirrelled it 
away before we could get 
close. It'll be at the show 
tomorrow. Engineering 
chief Rolf Freeh explains 
that it shows where 
'Bentley is heading after 
the Bentaygd SUV . 

Little more is revealed, 
but let'sjoin some dots: 
Bentley's Crewe factory 
has been recently 
updated, execs want to 
double production to 
20,000 cars, Porsche 
is engineering a new 
flexible platform for the 
Panamera replacement, 
class-leading top 
speed is a Bentley USP, 
hybridisation is coming... 



10.45pm 

Finally, Bugatti and 
Bentley CEO Wolfgang 
Durheimer confirms 
that the next Bugatti 
willbea'thoroughbred 
supersports car... 
faster, more powerful, 
more oreathtallng . He 
also explains that the 
Veyron's W16 still has a 
‘future upside' and ‘more 
potential. It's really 
punchy stuff; the mind 
boggles in terms of what 
we can expect from the 
Veyron replacement. 
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GENEVA MOTOR SHOW 


by NICK TROTT 


11pm In the car back to the hotel, I review some notes 
on the evening. Audi's indomitability is startling - it showed 
a supercar (the new R8) at the event, but for many the 
firm’s financials are more impressive. Here's a summary: 



By 2020 

60 models 

in its product range 

€24billion 

invested in new 
products and tech 


In 2014 

1.74million 

automobiles 

delivered 

€53billion 

in revenue 


6000 €5.15billion 

new employees will be operating profit 

recruited in 2015 


Audi is the profit monster of the VW Group. However, 
product investment and R&D spending will actually limit 
short-term profitability - at least while it overhauls the 
range. There are major concerns in Russia, too. Premium 
cars are weathering the storm better than mainstream 
vehicles there, but even so new car sales have plunged 38 
per cent. Growth is slowing in China, too, with major cities 
limiting second-car ownership in response to growing 
pollution and congestion concerns. 


9am First interview is with Harald Wester, CEO of 
Maserati. Wester is immediately down to business. He's a 
straight-talker, so you’d better be on form - thank heavens 
for that espresso. He explains that they expected the 
Levante SUV to be on sale by now, but we won’t see it for 
'a few months'. We hear that left-hand-drive cars will be 
available from Q4 and right-hand-drive early next year. The 
delay? The new production facility ‘took time’, but Wester 
won't expand any further. Either way, the company needs 
the Levante on sale as soon as possible: Maserati sales in 
2014 totalled 36,500 - half Wester's ‘maximum target'. 

‘The SUV is absolutely right for the brand,' he explains 
unprompted. ‘The markets have changed: the preferences 
of customers have changed. Eifty per cent of the global 
luxury car market is SUVs - you can’t neglect it. It is more 
than ten times the size of sports cars, which have gone 
down constantly over the years. Now [the market for] two, 
or two-plus-two sports cars is 50,000 cars a year.' 

Wester spots the grimace on my face, but he reassures 
us that sports cars are part of Maserati's future and the 
Alfieri project is on target. A cabriolet is planned, as is a 
more hardcore GranTurismo. And racing? 

‘Eor me, the right place to be is GT racing...' 



10am Mercedes next. One-to- 
one with Tobias Moers, chairman 
of AMG. I ask him if the new C63 
is the most sophisticated AMG 
ever. ‘With active engine mounts, 
electric LSD, electronic damping and 
sophisticated damping software, it is pushing the limits, 
yes. But it is just the beginning.' 

And AMG hybrids, like the El car? ‘We know that we need 
to invest in electrification - we know about the future, we 
know that we need to make AMG sustainable.' So what 
keeps him awake at night? 'I'm always tired,' he jokes, 'but 
if I have to say something, it is our workload for the next 
few years. I ask, how can we handle that?' 

I ask how important pure power is in relation to driving 
enjoyment. ‘Precision is a new understanding for us [but] 
you need a certain level of power output in the different 
sectors: it's mandatory to have 550-plus horsepower in 
the E-class segment, or about 500 in the C-class, and 360 
should be OK with the A45. But then [just as important] is 
a combination of power output, drivability, precision on the 
racetrack, traction and that the car is not too challenging.' 

Are electronics an enabler for AMG? ‘No. Electronics are 
important, but all set up is done without ESP. We gain the 
maximum traction with the diff and then use the ESP. For 
an experienced driver you should always feel the car, that’s 
my personal feeling. I want to talk with the car, feel what 
the car is doing next. You feel it with the C63, with the GT. 
This is very important.' Couldn’t agree more... 

We wrap up, and chat about what's in Tobias's personal 
garage. ‘I have a GLA63 coupe.' 'No classics?' 'I don't have 
the time to take care of old cars,’ he says, 'and I'm always 
looking at the future. I do have a tractor, though.' 



TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 


7.30am Big queue, but I'm in the show before 
7.45am thanks to some shameless queue jumping. I head 
straight to the Porsche stand, then at Bam I’m kicked off! 

I'm stood in front of a GT3 RS under a silk sheet, a 
bit bleary eyed and daydreaming about driving what's 
underneath. An overzealous Porsche representative seems 
to think that I mightwhipoff the sheet and orders me off 
the stand. Blimey. 


Midday First 

chance to have a proper 
walk around the show. 

It seems that grey is a 
trending colour this year 
-IspotaHuracan.Ruf 
and the 675LT McLaren 
in that wonderfully flat 
battleship grey. 


1pm Catch up with 
the evo team. They're 
doing really well. The evo 
website is on course for a 
record week of traffic and 
our Focus RS and Cayman 
GT4 YouTube films are 
pushing 300,000 views 
each. Great stuff! 


1.30pm Spotted 

a giant Ford poster 
yesterday of the new GT 
- the slogan was 'LaFord'. 
Today, same poster 
image, but the words have 
changed to 'The new Ford 
GT > Hall 5'. Shame. Love a 
bit of motor-show rivalry! 


3.30pm Fun 

rumours emerging: Audi to 
enter FI in 2016, Jaguar to 
build a GT3 race car, Apple 
looking at driverless cars 
so that people can spend 
more time on their devices 
(and thus spend more 
money on ITunes)... 


8.15am Nip over to Ferrari. Fed 
atiny Italian espresso of such strength 
that it momentarily crosses my eyes. 
Needed that. 




8.30am Quick scoot around the BMW stand. 
Tucked away is the lovely M235i Coupe with xDrive and 
M Performance kit. Really want to drive it - but we don't 
get it in the UK. Also bump into a contact that tells me 
that an M4 GTS is likely to debut as a concept later this 
year, and it'll have the water injection system seen on the 
M4MotoGP safety car 
(left). I phone our tech 
correspondent, Mike 
Whiteley, and ask him to 
look into this subject for 
a future column. Watch 
this space. 




5-9pm Time on the Ford stand 
to gaze at the wonder that is the new 
GT, and then dinner with new Ford 
executive vice president and president, 

Europe, Middle East and Africa, Jim 
Farley. You’d like Jim: he's got a 1966 
427 Cobra, a 2005 Ford GT, and spends his spare time either 
fiddling with or racing a collection of cool cars. Seems like the 
right person to ask about the future of ‘the thrill of driving'... 

‘It’s a personal point of view, but as we look at automation 
or semi-automation or the connected vehicle, I have a 

personal worry [whether] the joy of driving vehicles is important,' he says. 'It may not be 
listed in the order of importance compared with fuel efficiency and design, and it's maybe 
an old-school philosophy, but I do believe there is a joy in personal transportation. 

‘With an automated vehicle, people will have a different connection to that process and 
I find that exciting. People have had to take keys away from their parents: it's an awful thing 
when people lose personal mobility. On the other hand, I would hope that there would still 
be many customers who would enjoy the simple pleasures of driving an automobile from 
one point to another. Even if they had the option to be fully automated. I don't know how big 
that population is but I sensethat there will be joy [in driving] going forward. 

'Eor now, for Ford, it's simple. “Fun to drive” is considered one of our central tenets.' 



1am Huge email catch- 
up, some writing, then to 
bed. Tomorrow morning 
I'm at a private viewing of 
an important new British 
car at a secret venue near 
the show, then flying 
home. Great show. 
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Patrick 

Allen 


The new managing director 
of Silverstone Circuit has 
already made his mark by 
slashing Grand Prix ticket 
prices. But that, he tells 
evo, is just the beginning... 


AMBITION 


by STUART GALLAGHER photography by ASTON PARROTT 



Provide affordable 
entertainment 
for tomorrow’s 
motorsport fans 



Increas* profitability 
and past savinft 

on to Silverstone’s 
customers 



Branch out and 
lift pressure from 
motorsport side of 
the business 



Host some of the 
world’s biggest 
cultural events, from 
music to sport 



Be the venue that 
other international 
venues look to for 
inspiration 


Y ULTIMATE AMBITION 
for Silverstone is that 
tL W M, people will be at home on a 
Thursday and thinking, “What shall we 
do this weekend?” And their answer will 
be, “Til go to Silverstone.” And it won’t 
matter what’s on, because they’ll have 
enough confidence in the venue that, 
whatever the event is - the Grand Prix, 
a round of the BTCC, a music concert, a 
food festival - it will be good value, fun 
and a great experience. 

How do I - we - achieve this? We need 
to understand the fans first and foremost. 
They are our customers; without them 
we don’t have business. We need the 
fans to support us in what we do so we 
can invest in the venue and put on the 
events that will make Silverstone one of 
the leading entertainment venues. 

But before we can get there we need 
to remember that motor racing is, and 
always will be, at the core of Silverstone 
Circuit. The first ambition, if you like, is 
to grow the motor racing element of the 
business, which is something we can do 
in a number of ways. 

The Grand Prix is one of the top 
sporting events in the country and we 
need to secure it at Silverstone for many 
years to come. But to be able to do that 
we need to make the most of the contract 
we have and maximise this opportunity 
to develop other parts of the business. 
It’s about how we tie the Grand Prix in 
with the rest of the business to maximise 
profitability. It’s not about cutting costs 
to increase profit or how we make money 
out of just the one event, but how we use 
that event to strengthen Silverstone as 
a whole. 

This means we need to look at how 
we can deliver our events more cost 
effectively and how we can pass those 
savings on to our customers. This is what 
will start the flywheel of energy that will 
drive us to our ambition over the next 
five to ten years. 

We’ve started this process with the 
£99 general admission tickets for the 
Grand Prix. Bluntly, £155 was too much, 
as was charging anyone over the age 
of two £87! Some said I was foolish, 
because the 6000 people who took 
advantage of our £99 ticket promotion 
would have paid £155 anyway, but as 
a business, when you are putting on an 
event you can’t wait until the day of the 


event to start earning money from it. You 
need the cash up front to make the event 
work and do the very best you can. 

Prior to the £99 ticket promotion. 
Grand Prix general admission tickets 
had been on sale for seven months and 
we had sold 2900. In eight hours we 
sold more than double that amount, 
and over 30 per cent of those who took 
advantage of the offer also upgraded to 
grandstand seats because we’d made 
the day more affordable for them. And 
for those 2900 who had already paid 
£155 for a ticket, we upgraded them to 
grandstand seats too. It’s about looking 
after our customers. That has to be our 
main focus, our first ambition: build a 


fan base who are happy to invest in us 
and who we can reward for doing so. 

Looking further down the line, 
we have to maximise Silverstone’s 
potential. On the racing side we have FI, 
WEC, MotoGP, BTCC and the Silverstone 
Classic, but I’d also like Silverstone to 
have its own 24-hour GT race. Why can’t 
our round of the WEC be like a British 24 
Hours of Le Mans? Well it can. But before 
we start to look towards such events we 
need to be able to offer the teams and 
spectators a venue they want to spend 
time at. In the short-term that will mean 
better catering (now under our control, 
so no more £8 burgers!), more and better 
toilets, and more affordable services and 
amenities throughout the venue. 

Long-term, Silverstone needs 
permanent covered grandstands, it 
needs that stadium effect, and I want 
a hotel on site. But that will require 
investment, and to get that investment 
we will need to build our fan base in 
order to show potential investors and 
sponsors that if they get on board with 
Silverstone they immediately reach a 
passionate and engaged audience. 


Without the fans, we don’t have a 
business. How do we sell events if we 
don’t have any fans? How do I start a 
driving experience without any fans? I’m 
from a retail background, an industry 
that lives and dies by its customers, and 
Silverstone is no different. 

Looking further ahead still - 15, 20 
years - Silverstone will be in a position 
to sell itself globally. It’s already an 
internationally recognised brand and 
we need to be in a position where 
organisers look to us when they are 
planning events. In the past Silverstone 
has traded off the Grand Prix - quite 
rightly - but it has so much more to offer. 
We need customers to engage with us 


and see Silverstone as their source of 
entertainment no matter what the event. 
Silverstone is open 360 days a year and I 
want an event happening on every single 
one of those days.’ 


FRESH VIEW GOOD FOR PUNTERS 

Patrick Allen is not your typical 
motorsport boss. His background in 
the retail sector means he looks at 
how Silverstone is run very differently 
to how his predecessors did. The MBA 
graduate's approach to addressing 
Grand Prix ticket prices demonstrates 
that there is someone at the top who 
thinks of the customer first. 

Even so, the way the public engages 
with events has changed rapidly 
over the last two decades. Mass 
entertainment is freely available 24/7, 
whichmakesthetaskof getting people 
to travel to a venue at their own cost 
one of the toughest hurdles Silverstone 
faces. It's not an impossible task, but 
Allen's ambitions are certainly sizeable. 
Stuart Gallagher 


44Bluntly, £155 for a Grand 
Prix ticket was too much, as 
was charging anyone over 
the age of two £87! 99 
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tL W M, people will be at home on a 
Thursday and thinking, “What shall we 
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be, “Til go to Silverstone.” And it won’t 
matter what’s on, because they’ll have 
enough confidence in the venue that, 
whatever the event is - the Grand Prix, 
a round of the BTCC, a music concert, a 
food festival - it will be good value, fun 
and a great experience. 

How do I - we - achieve this? We need 
to understand the fans first and foremost. 
They are our customers; without them 
we don’t have business. We need the 
fans to support us in what we do so we 
can invest in the venue and put on the 
events that will make Silverstone one of 
the leading entertainment venues. 

But before we can get there we need 
to remember that motor racing is, and 
always will be, at the core of Silverstone 
Circuit. The first ambition, if you like, is 
to grow the motor racing element of the 
business, which is something we can do 
in a number of ways. 

The Grand Prix is one of the top 
sporting events in the country and we 
need to secure it at Silverstone for many 
years to come. But to be able to do that 
we need to make the most of the contract 
we have and maximise this opportunity 
to develop other parts of the business. 
It’s about how we tie the Grand Prix in 
with the rest of the business to maximise 
profitability. It’s not about cutting costs 
to increase profit or how we make money 
out of just the one event, but how we use 
that event to strengthen Silverstone as 
a whole. 

This means we need to look at how 
we can deliver our events more cost 
effectively and how we can pass those 
savings on to our customers. This is what 
will start the flywheel of energy that will 
drive us to our ambition over the next 
five to ten years. 

We’ve started this process with the 
£99 general admission tickets for the 
Grand Prix. Bluntly, £155 was too much, 
as was charging anyone over the age 
of two £87! Some said I was foolish, 
because the 6000 people who took 
advantage of our £99 ticket promotion 
would have paid £155 anyway, but as 
a business, when you are putting on an 
event you can’t wait until the day of the 


event to start earning money from it. You 
need the cash up front to make the event 
work and do the very best you can. 

Prior to the £99 ticket promotion. 
Grand Prix general admission tickets 
had been on sale for seven months and 
we had sold 2900. In eight hours we 
sold more than double that amount, 
and over 30 per cent of those who took 
advantage of the offer also upgraded to 
grandstand seats because we’d made 
the day more affordable for them. And 
for those 2900 who had already paid 
£155 for a ticket, we upgraded them to 
grandstand seats too. It’s about looking 
after our customers. That has to be our 
main focus, our first ambition: build a 


fan base who are happy to invest in us 
and who we can reward for doing so. 

Looking further down the line, 
we have to maximise Silverstone’s 
potential. On the racing side we have FI, 
WEC, MotoGP, BTCC and the Silverstone 
Classic, but I’d also like Silverstone to 
have its own 24-hour GT race. Why can’t 
our round of the WEC be like a British 24 
Hours of Le Mans? Well it can. But before 
we start to look towards such events we 
need to be able to offer the teams and 
spectators a venue they want to spend 
time at. In the short-term that will mean 
better catering (now under our control, 
so no more £8 burgers!), more and better 
toilets, and more affordable services and 
amenities throughout the venue. 

Long-term, Silverstone needs 
permanent covered grandstands, it 
needs that stadium effect, and I want 
a hotel on site. But that will require 
investment, and to get that investment 
we will need to build our fan base in 
order to show potential investors and 
sponsors that if they get on board with 
Silverstone they immediately reach a 
passionate and engaged audience. 


Without the fans, we don’t have a 
business. How do we sell events if we 
don’t have any fans? How do I start a 
driving experience without any fans? I’m 
from a retail background, an industry 
that lives and dies by its customers, and 
Silverstone is no different. 

Looking further ahead still - 15, 20 
years - Silverstone will be in a position 
to sell itself globally. It’s already an 
internationally recognised brand and 
we need to be in a position where 
organisers look to us when they are 
planning events. In the past Silverstone 
has traded off the Grand Prix - quite 
rightly - but it has so much more to offer. 
We need customers to engage with us 


and see Silverstone as their source of 
entertainment no matter what the event. 
Silverstone is open 360 days a year and I 
want an event happening on every single 
one of those days.’ 


FRESH VIEW GOOD FOR PUNTERS 

Patrick Allen is not your typical 
motorsport boss. His background in 
the retail sector means he looks at 
how Silverstone is run very differently 
to how his predecessors did. The MBA 
graduate's approach to addressing 
Grand Prix ticket prices demonstrates 
that there is someone at the top who 
thinks of the customer first. 

Even so, the way the public engages 
with events has changed rapidly 
over the last two decades. Mass 
entertainment is freely available 24/7, 
whichmakesthetaskof getting people 
to travel to a venue at their own cost 
one of the toughest hurdles Silverstone 
faces. It's not an impossible task, but 
Allen's ambitions are certainly sizeable. 
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44Bluntly, £155 for a Grand 
Prix ticket was too much, as 
was charging anyone over 
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For over 50 years Avon Tyres have been at the centre of British Motorsport. As title sponsor and sole tyre supplier to the Avon Tyres British GT Channpionship 
we continue to invest in the best research and development to ensure that car, driver and tyre perform at the highest level. Follow our winning line up 
on www.avonmotorsport.com 



British tradition. World reputation 

www.avon-tyres.co.uk 
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MICHELIN 

CROSSCLIMATES 


M ost summer tyres 

are not designed to work 
in temperatures below 
7C, but that doesn’t stop 65 per cent 
of European motorists from using 
them year-round. Whether that’s due 
to neglect or naivety, road safety is 
undoubtedly compromised. 

Michelin believes its new 
CrossClimate tyres could be an 
answer. ‘The CrossClimate is 
first a summer tyre, with all of 
the performance that a Michelin 
summer tyre can provide in braking, 
longevity, efficiency and comfort,’ 
explains Thierry Wilier, technical 
communications manager for 
Michelin worldwide. 

‘In addition to that, we have two 
different requirements for winter: 
traction and braking, on both slippery 
and cold surfaces. The tyre performs 
exceptionally in these difficult 
conditions.’ 

So how does it work? An innovative 
rubber compound has been developed 
that’s incredibly flexible and energy- 
efficient. Underneath the tread is a 
second material rich in sustainably 
sourced silica (as covered in evo 207) 
that reduces rolling resistance. 

The tyre’s V-shaped tread pattern 
and channels have varying widths, 
enabling the tyre to flex and toughen 
on demand. Wavy sipes can then find 
traction by clawing into snow, but 
then hunch together to maximise dry 
braking capabilities. 



444 


The CrossClimates 
pull 0.67 lateral G 
during wet cornering, 
some 0.05G more than 
mid-spec summer 
rubber. They even 
beat winter tyres 
by the tiny margin 
of O.OIG, confirming 
that, despite wearing 
a summer label, 
CrossClimates are 
worthy of their winter 
certification. 



metres 


Compaied with what 

Michelin terms a 
'normal' winter tyre, 
braking distances 
shrink by as much 
as 7.6 metres when 
braking to a standstill 
from 62mph. 




Tested in seven 
countries 
with varying 
climates 



Developed to 
work through 
a temperature 
range of-30C 
to40C 


HOW DO THEY HANDLE? 


evo sampled the CrossClimates, 
fitted to a Volkswagen Golf, on snow, 
dry and wet surfaces, and our tests 
backed Michelin's claims. 

Taking to the French Alps 
afterwards in a CrossClimate- 
equipped Peugeot 308 also enabled 
us to test road noise and feedback - 
impressively, we couldn’t notice the 
difference compared to conventional 
summer tyres. 


Admittedly, grip is not at the level 
of Michelin's stickier Pilot Sport or 
other similarly performance-focused 
tyres, but compared with the mid- 
spec summer tyres you'll find on 
a conventional repmobile, they’re 
certainly more capable. 

'If you want maximum 
performance in summer, use Pilot 
Sport 3s orSuperSports.Andif you 
want maximum performance in the 


winter, use our Pilot Alpins,' Wilier 
explains. 'But if you run a car that 
can face all climates in one week, 
we have designed the CrossClimate 
for you.’ 

Ultimately, if you’re running 
anything from the hot hatch or 
sports car worlds, stick to the 
summer-winter tyre cycle. Anything 
less, though, and Michelin's new 
tyres should make your shortlist. 



TYRE TECH: 
ELECTRO-RUBBER 


Goodyear has its wheels 
pointed firmly at the future 
with two new visionary 
concepts. The first - 
codenamed BH03 (above) - is 
the world's first electricity- 
generating tyre concept. Jean- 
Pierre Jeusette, director of the 
Goodyear Innovation Center in 
Luxembourg, explains: 'As the 
tyre rotates, the materials in 
its structure flex and deform. 
This creates thermal energy, 
which can be collected by 
thermoelectric material. This 
also happens when the car is 
stationary, with heat absorbed 
from the road or sunlight.’ 

Jeusette says this electricity 
supply can power the increasing 
number of sensors, regulators 
and control systems of modern 
cars. It could even go so far as 
charging the car's batteries. 

Goodyear’s second concept 
- the Triple Tube (below) - is 
equally useful, and features 
three separate chambers that 
allow it to change shape. 

'Sensors alter the footprint 
by adjusting the pressure 
of each chamber. We call it 
adjusting pressure distribution.' 

A narrow footprint can be 
created for wet roads, while 
the tyre walls can be firmed 
up during hard cornering. In 
practical terms, the tyre can 
still partly function if one 
chamber punctures, too. 

For more on Goodyear, visit 
evo.co.uk/tyres 
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CONCENTRATED ABARTH. 
. JUST ADD DRIVER. 
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2-SEAT8 


DRY WEIGHT: 997 KG 


BEST POWER/WEIGHT IN THE CATEGORY: 8.2 


RND OUT MORE AT ABARTHCAR8.CO.UK 


RANGE OF OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR THE ABARTH 606 BIPOSTO: URBAN 34 6 MPG (8.2 L/1(X)KM); EXTRA URBAN 66 4MPG (61 L/100KM); 
COMBINED 45.6 MPG (6.2 L/10OKM) COa EMISSIONS 145 OA<M. FUEL CONSUMPTION AND CO? FIGURES BASED ON STANDARD EU TESTS FOR COMPARATIVE 
PURPOSES AND MAY NOT REFLECT REAL DRIVING RESULTS. THE ABARTH 696 BIPOSTO STARTS AT £32066. MODEL SHOWN IS THE ABARTH 696 BIPOSTO 
AT £63,620 WITH OPTIONAL DOG RING KIT AT £8500. 124 SPECIALE KIT AT £2900. CARBON KIT AT £3700, TRACK KIT AT £3700 AND RACING WINDOWS AT £1775. 
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Luxury that never compromises safety 

With an advanced VAI system that allows drivers to track vehicle alignment and 
aerodynamic sidewalls that minimise noise and vibration levels, the ventus SI evo^ 
delivers the promise of performance and enhanced fuel efficiency. 


-4lfHanKDOK 

a lotion 


Hankook Tyre UK Ltd, Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 BUG 
Tel: +44 1327 304 100 Fax: +44 1327 304 110 


hankooktyres.co.uk 
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1 edited by ANTONY INGRAM 


OMP 

TECNICA EVO 
OUP»HM>R«nrO 
Tfcni«<*cestewtc! 

maximum comfort 

£93.72 


ALPINESTARS 
TECH 1 RACE 
--r^TTn thf 

r^;-:ury.e?wri.drr' 

reSui. 

bunching and fatigue 

£79.95 


SPARCO 
TIDE RG-9 
SasiSiorr-sJtEM 

Oi^toffes rnitir' "r. 
shock absorbtion 

£158.64 


GP RACE CONDOR 
350MM STEERING 
WHEEL. SUEDE 


£86.40 


ALPINESTARS 
TECH 1-ZX 

-iV 
rcdiiC-'J 

construction for sensitivity 

£124.95 


95nrwn!j#fl JSDmpr 

diameter and suede finish 


SPARCO 
ROCKET RG-4 

Sii^co 4 if 4tlwr cainTgrr 
B rtrsigrro tocisntf 
rraanjmDrfatBasiitv for 

your hands 


£63.96 


RACING GLOVES 


With the weather improving, the trackday and racing seasons 

are almost upon us. It’s probably time to reassess your kit... All I terns from g/viJi rect. com 


I COULDN’T LIVE 
WITHOUT... 

MY SKETCHBOOK 



Marc Lichte 
Chief designer, Audi 


‘I normaliy bring it 
everywhere with me,' 
says Lichte of his 
sketchbook. ‘Apart from 
today, as unfortunately 
I left it back in my 
hotel...' 

Instead, Audi's new 
design chief spends our 
interview at the Geneva 
motor show sketching 
his thoughts onto loose 
leaves of paper on the 
table in front of him. 


Once a designer, always 
a designer. 

‘I always carry it 
around just in case I 
need to sketch down 
ideas. It's just the 
ideal way to jot down 
inspiration wherever I 
am - it's particularly 
useful if I'm visiting the 
design offices, so I can 
run ideas past the team. 
I've had it for years, and 
it rarely leaves my side.' 
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ENGAGE 


INTERVIEW 

GAMER TO 
RACER 


M ost gap year 

students will regale you 
with tales of travelling, 
or a summer spent working. Jann 
Mardenborough’s gap year in 2011 
was spent rather less auspiciously, 
slowly chipping hundredths of 
a second off his lap times on the 
PlayStation 3 game. Gran turismo 
It paid off. That year he would 
take part in, and win, the Nissan- 
organised GT Academy competition. 
Now, Jann has been confirmed as one 
of the drivers of Nissan’s new LMPl 
front- wheel-drive GT-RLM Nismo. 

evo recently caught up with 
the Briton, fresh from the driver 
announcement in Chicago and soon 
to head out on a round of testing. 

Where did it all - racing - begin? 

The first racing game I ever played 
was Gran TUrismo on the original 
PlayStation. I’ve had every single 
console and every single generation 
of the game since. It coincided with 
watching motorsport on the TV - 
mainly rallying and Touring Cars. 

I’ve always wanted to be a racing 
driver. Since I was about eight I knew 
you could do it as a job, but in my early 
teens I realised that it wasn’t really a 
realistic life ambition. 

I was trying to pursue football back 
then [Jann’s dad was a professional 
footballer] and if that didn’t happen, I 
wanted to work in motorsport design. 


edited by ANTONY INGRAM 



What skills from gaming transfer 
most to real-world racing? 

Hand-eye coordination is a major 
one. Racing lines, too. And the way 
cars [in games] react to throttle, 
brake and steering inputs are very 
realistic, as is weight transfer. Okay, 
you can’t feel it, but you can see it 
and feel it through a force-feedback 
wheel. I didn’t find it a huge jump to 
go from the games to a GT car. 

Do you have any tips for 
aspiring racers? 

Treat it like you would any 
profession. It’s very difficult 
now, even through GT 
Academy, and you need 
a mentality of self- 
improvement. You’ve got 
to really look at yourself 
and want to do more. 

What was your reaction when you 
heard Nissan would field a fronl- 
wheel-drive Le Mans car? 

Surprise! It’s not something you’d 
expect - front-wheel drivers are 
really used in very few major series. 
But when I sat down with [designer] 
Ben Bowlby and he explained the 
thinking behind it, it gave me and 
the other drivers a lot of confidence. 
It drives a lot better than I expected. 


It’s great in the wet, though - you 
have so much confidence in the car. 


How does it differ from other cars 
you've raced? 

It’s a big leap. As a driver you always 
have to adapt, but it requires a 
different driving style to rear-wheel- 
drive cars. You can’t really trail-brake 
up to the apex because you get a lot of 
oversteer, and ideally you’ll be on the 
throttle early to get the diff working. 


Whal’s your realistic expectation 
for 2015? 

For Le Mans, we want to win! That’s 
our goal, the car has been specifically 
developed for that race. We may 
struggle at the first few races, but 
hopefully we’ll be very strong at 
Circuit de la Sarthe. 



ASK ANTONY 

Up close with Jann 
Mardenborough 

I spoke to Jann just days after 
his announcement as one of 
Nissan's LMPl drivers for this 
year's 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
He's refreshingly down-to- 
earth, which is perhaps a 
symptom of being thrown 
into a position he couid only 
dream of a few years ago. 
JannisamemberoftheBRDC, 
drives a 370Z Nismo company 
car and spends his time 
traveiling around the world, 
yet we arranged our interview 
over Twitter, with no PR 
interference. He still owns his 
first car - an E30 318is - and 
plays Gran Turismo, despite 
having access to the reai thing. 
Most exciting is that he's 
reached the world's most 
famous endurance race through 
the egalitarian medium of 
video games. All professional 
racing drivers get where they 
are through talent, but many 
stumble as budgets escalate. 
Gaming has allowed Jann to 
leapfrog the paywall that 
dominates high-level racing. 
For that reason, driving games 
and simulators absolutely have 
a place in evo, and this page 
will explore them at every level. 
But it's also a page for you too, 
so if there's anything you'd like 
me to look at in more detail, 
email me on antonyi@evo.co.uk 
or tweet at me @evoAntony. 

Welcome to Engage. 


WATCH 



BEST MOTORING 
MINI COOPER 
RACE 

evo Best Motoring 
Our tribute to the 
iconic Japanese 
motoring show. Ten 
minutes of hilarity. 



BEST MOTORING 
- CARRERA 
INVASION 

d Best Motoring Porsche 
And here's the real 
deal, pitting Porsche 
997s with Ferraris, 
Hondas and more. 



NISSAN GT-R 
LM NISMO LMPl 
ONBOARD 

Cl onboard Nissan MPi 
GoPro video of Jann's 
team-mate Harry 
Tincknell testing the 
new LMPl car. 


PERIPHERALS 

GUNNAR 

EYEWEAR 

gunnars.co.uk from £50 
Gunnar's lenses reduce 
the effects of artificial 
blue light, reducing 
eye strain for heavy 
screen-users. 



THRUSTMASTER 
TH8A ADD-ON 

thrustmaster.com £129.99 
Seven speeds and a 
slick sequential option 
make this the ultimate 
in racing-game shifters. 
It looks the part, too. 



ROCKSTAR 
ENERGY PACK 

Xbox Live Store £2.43 
Six more cars for Forza 
Horizon 2 (reviewed in 
evo 207), including a 
rallycross Beetle and a 
Jaguar XFR-S. 
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For a better engine 
performance. 



An E^onMobil Brand 



Energy Supreme has a double detergent treat rate, when compared to Esso energy Unleaded, to help clean petrol engine intake valves. Energy Supreme Diesel has a double detergent treat 
rate, when compared to Esso energy Diesel, to help clean diesel engine fuel injectors. Claims based on 0 ) internal or third party vehicle engine testing; and/or (2) government publications; 
and/or (3) industry or scientific literature. Engine type, driving behaviour and other factors may also determine fuel and vehicle performance. More at esso.co.uk. Available at participating 
Esso service stations only. 



OVER 60 YEARS OF HISTORY REVISITED 

The Heritage line represents the very essence of the TUDOR spirit and is the standard-bearer of 
its stylistic identity. Revisiting some of the most emblematic models in the history of the brand, it 
pays homage to its unique values and to more than six decades of rich heritage. The timekeepers 
In the Heritage line are not simply vintage re issues. They are genuine reinterpretations in which 
past, present and future are combined. While retaining the original spirit, aesthetic codes and key 
characteristics of the historic models, TUDOR's Style Workshop places them at the very heart of 
the contemporary world, modernising them stylistically with small, subtle touches and adding 
new technical characteristics to optimise their performance. And so ‘tomorrow’s icons” are born - 
modern classics, harmoniously combining form and function. 


TUDOR 
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WATCHES 


edited by SIMON DE BURTON 


WATCH TECH 

Ball Watch Co 

‘A-PROOF’ 



Magnetism is a hot 
topic in watchmaking 
these days, not 
least because of 
the ‘threat’ posed 
to the accuracy 
of mechanical 
timepieces by the 
large numbers of tiny 
electric motors that 
now play a part in our 
lives - more than 50 
lurk within the driving 
seat of aC63 AMG! 

Ball Watch Co 
has tackled the 
problem with its 
recently perfected 
Engineer II Magneto S, 
which features a 
revolutionary anti- 
magnetic system 
called ‘A-PROOF’. 

This new device is 
made from Mumetal 
- an alloy of nickel, 
iron, copper and 
molybdenum - and 
takes the form of 
a protective cage 
around the movement. 
On the rear of the 
cage, a diaphragm - 
similar to a camara’s 
shutter - can be 
opened or closed by 
turning the watch’s 
bezel. With it open, 
the movement can 
be viewed thfough 
the transparent cat* 
back; with it clespd, 
the movement can 
withstand magnetic 
fields of up to SOOO 
gauss. 

It’s a clever 
alternative to the 
Faraday cage, and 
doesn’t cost the 
earth -an Engineer 
II Magnetos costs 
around £2500. 



Bremont 
Jaguar Mkll 


Breitling Transocean Maurice de Mauriac 

Chronograph 1915 Silverstone 


Price: TBC (c£4000) 

From: bremont.com 

In evo 201 we wrote of a half-dozen gold 
Bremont watches made to complement 
each of the 'continuation' Jaguar E-type 
Lightweights currently In production. 
The response to the news was so 
positive that the two British brands 
have now collaborated on this steel- 
cased chronograph, which looks similar 
to the Lightweight but is considerably 
more affordable. There is also a time- 
only model, called the Mkl. Both feature 
a neat winding rotor resemblingthe 
E-type’s steeringwheel. 


Price: TBC 
From: breitling.com 

Although we prefer to cover car-related 
watches on this page, Breitling's new 
Transocean Chronograph 1915 seems 
worthy of inclusion because we have 
Gaston Breitling (son of founder Leon) 
to thank for inventing the separate 
push-piece 100 years ago. Just 1915 
examples will be made, each with a 
hand-wound, in-house movement 
visible through a transparent back. The 
43mm steel case can be fitted with 
a leather strap or one of Breitling’s 
excellent mesh bracelets, as shown. 


Price: c£2500 

From: mauricedemauriac.com 

Zurich-based Maurice de Mauriac 
was established in 1997 by former 
banker Daniel Dreifuss, who has made 
a success of the company despite 
having no formal watchmaking 
training. This new model is based on 
the 39mm Chronograph Classic, and 
has an automobile-inspired dial and a 
distinctive 'NATO' strap, the pattern 
of which is repeated around the dial. 
Within lurks the famously reliable 
Valjoux 7750 movement, which is found 
in many a more expensive watch. 




NOW & THEN 


CertinaDS Breitling Navitimer 


Worn by: Kris Meeke Worn by: Allen Grant 
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The Northern Irish Citroen 
DS3 driver can now be seen 
sporting one of Certina's 
rugged DS chronographs, 
foEOWIng an announcement 
that the brand has become an 
official partner of the Citroen 
Total Abu Dhabi Rally Team. 


Allen Grant, a member of the 
legendary team of drivers 
who took the 1960s GT racing 
scene by storm driving Shelby 
Cobras, wore his Navitimer 
on track everywhere from 
Daytona to Monza and from 
Sebring to Le Mans. 



Offtdai fuel consumptton for the Voho V40 T2 R-Oesign (manuaO in MPG 0/1 OOkni): 
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MADE IN SWEDEN. TUNED FDR BRITAiN. 
THEV0iy0V40IH)ESI6N. 




British roads are different from Swedish 
roads. That’s why we tested arxi tuned the 
V40 R-Design’s braking system here in 
Britain, ft puts you in total control, instantly 
responding to anything the roads of Britain 
have to offer (arxJ that includes the wildirfe). 


BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARS.CO.uk * 

Peraortal Contract Purchase Repreeanta^ 
Example; V40 T2 R-Design Reb^k&ue 




48 Monthly payments 

£269 

Cuatomar dapoelt 

£269 

Finance depoeil conlr4>ubon £750 

Repraaantative APR 

4.9% APR 

On tha road price* 

£20,269.50 

Total amount d cradil 

£19,250.50 


Inlaraat charges 

£2806.50 

Total amount payable 

£23,076 

Opbonai final payment 

£9.145 

Duration of agreggiant (montha) 49 

Fixad rata of infai^ pa. 

2.52% 

Miioage par anr>um 

8,000 

Exoaaa mileaga charge 

14.9p per mile 


Available with 3 yaara complemantary 
servidrtg when purchased on Volvo 
Advantage Paraonal Contract Purchase. 



Emissions 124g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory tesbng intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 
wlVcliL(OR»a>tf%ihtOpee«W fV e ri i|w«weo«mirewlXd>wWH»tynewia>ManrtWldxapiaerl*» M <«a«i» C fc1>ecerewe»nilii9<ertrew»Xderw»>«rMcoooaon»wdy*BP»tw*ii"^ 
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Merced^s-AMG C63 S 

Test location: Odemira, Portugal GPS: 37.594648, -8.554916 


Even without the 
old model’s glorious 
naturally aspirated 
V8, can the latest 
AMG-fettled saloon 
become class leader in 
one fell swoop? 
Photography: Drew Gibson 



I CAN CLEARLY recall 
the excitement of 
running down the 
pitch. The freezing rain 
iashing horizontaiiy, every dropiet 
stinging my skinny iegs. My shorts 
muddy, the reguiation red cotton 
shirt wateriogged and ciinging 
heaviiy to my ten-year-oid shouiders. 
But none of it mattered because 
inside, my adrenaiin-fiooded heart 
was ieaping. Despite a wideiy 


acknowiedged ineptitude at footbaii, 
i was going to score, i was running 
towards that most beautifui sight: 
anopengoai. 

After iast year’s eCoty and our 
M4 V RC F V RS5 group test a coupie 
of months ago, there is a feeiing in 
the evo office that AMG has been 
piiing towards a simiiariy joyous sight 
with its new C63. BMW has, if not 
dropped, then certainiyfumbied 
the baii with its new M3/M4 pairing 


and neither Lexus nor Audi has reaiiy 
been abie to pick it up. As we iand 
at Faro airport for the new C63’s 
iaunch, the ciass crown is therefore 
very much up for grabs. 

The new C63 certainiy has the 
firepower to be considered top of 
the piie. The oid naturaiiy aspirated 
6.2-iitre V8 is of course dead, but 
in its piace under the bonnet is the 
new M177 unit, which is a wet-sump 
version of the AMG GT's M178. That 
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This month 


TESLA MODEL SP850 

Second electric motor brings four- 
wheel drive and 0-60mph In 3.2sec 

PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4 GTS 

Do GTS spec and all-wheel-drive 
make this the pick of the Carreras? 

UTCHFIEL0BMWM4 

Respected tuner gives M-car 
550bhp. Hold on tight... 

SEAT LEON ST 
CUPRA280 

New estate version of one of our 
favourite hot hatches. Still with 276bhp 

NISSAN JUKE 
NISMORS 

Is it second time lucky for 
the Nismo-badged crossover? 

MERCEDES CLA45AMG 
SHOOTING BRAKE 

355bhp four-door coupe spawns 
a swoopy-tailed estate 

LOTUS EXIGES AUTOMATIC 

An auto Exige may sound wrong, 
but you might be surprised... 


The team 



With the Mercedes-AMG C63 S our lead Driven this 
month, we asked the evo road test team to recall their 
most memorable AMG experience: 






NICKTROTT 

Editor 

‘Before I joined evo. CLK Black launch. 
Willow Springs. Chasing Jethro and 
twin drifting through the final corner' 

STUARTGALLAGHER 

Managing editor 

‘Firing an SLK55 down a runway 
and laughing at the Boxster S 
disappearing in the mirror' 

HENRY CATCHPOLE 

Features editor 

‘Mexico in an SLS with afriendly 
and enthusiastic police escort. We 
averaged 120mph for an hour' 

DAN PROSSER 

Road test editor 

‘I had a stand-out drive in a C63 
Black Series in north Wales. 

Stunning car, stunning roads' 


means a V8 with a displacement 
of 3982CC and two turbos nestling 
within the ‘hot’ V. There is a standard 
C63, which has a purely mechanical 
limited-slip diff, 469bhp and 4791b ft 
of torque, but what we have here 
is the C63 S, which comes with an 
electronically controlled Drexler LSD, 
503bhp and 5161b ft of torque. 

Those all-important first 
impressions are of a very solid car 
that oozes the sort of quality you'd 


hope for from the three-pointed 
star. The interior is classy and more 
interesting than anything BMW 
or Audi can currently muster. I’m 
not a huge fan of the gear selector 
masquerading as an indicator stalk, 
but it does leave the transmission 
tunnel attractively uncluttered. 
Don’t bother prodding, pinching 
or swiping the surface of the huge 
tablet-like screen, however - you’ll 
only leave greasy fingerprints. 


Above: styling may not 
shout ‘AMG!’ as loudly 
as the old C63’s, but 
there’s no doubting 
this is a product from 
Affalterbach when you’re 
behind the wheel 



JETHRO BOVINGDON 

Contributing editor 

‘Dead-of-night drive from Portsmouth 
to Northants in a CL65 AMG at 
intergalactic speeds. Spaceship' 



RICHARD MEADEN 

Contributing editor 

‘SL73. Same V12 engine as a Pagan! 
Zonda equals smoke machine on 
wheels' 

DAVID VIVIAN 

Contributing editor 

‘Fourth-gear wheelspin in an 
SLS Black trying to overtake a 
van on awet road in France‘ 
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Left: cast-iron brakes do 
a good job up to a point, 
but optional carbon 
ceramics (£4285) may 
be worthwhile for the 
heavy Benz. Below: 
interior is more vivacious 
than that of the outgoing 
model -even without 
the red leather inserts 



There is a reassuring weight 
to the steering, but most of the 
messages about the road surface 
are transmitted through the seat 
via the slightly fidgety ride rather 
than through the steering wheel. 

On the transmission tunnel Is a 
silver-coloured rocker switch that 
toggles through Comfort, Sport, 
Sport+, Race and Individual settings. 
This means that the dampers (three 
levels), engine (four levels), exhaust 
(two levels), gearbox (five levels) and 
ESP (three levels) can be adjusted 
to suit your every whimsy or the 
prevailing conditions. 

While we cruise up the motorway 
towards more interesting roads, 

I concentrate on the button for 
the optional performance exhaust 
fitted to our test car. As McLaren 
has proved, turbocharging can rob 
a V8 of much of its aural character, 
but Mercedes has done a fine job 
with the C63. It’s all centred around 
exhaust rather than induction and 
in Comfort mode there is a bit of 
gas rush (think Megane R26.R) 
competing with the woofle, but with 
the valves in the pipes opened up in 
Sport+ mode, the noise is a glorious 
deep gargle, complemented with 
some angry rasps on gearchanges. 
Pleasingly, anyone who has heard 
the old naturally aspirated V8 will 
certainly recognise some of its 
character in the soundtrack of the 
new car. 

Whichever mode you are in, the 
C63 S is stonkingly fast. Wind the 
engine setting all the way round to 
Race and the throttle response is 
scintillating, the big saloon charging 
down the road with wonderful, 
unseemly haste at the merest sniff 
of right-foot provocation. 

The gearbox is the seven-speed 
Speedshift MCT auto rather than 
the dual-clutcher we might have 
expected, but the shifts have been 
improved significantly. The main 
bone of contention in the past was 
the response of the 'box to a pulled 
paddle, but any delay has now 
been all but wiped out. A certain 
crispness and sense of mechanical 
involvement is still lacking compared 
to dual-clutch 'boxes, but it's hard to 
fault the performance. 

Once up into the hills amongst 



the lemon trees, there is a certain 
amount of weight and push to 
overcome at the front on turn-in 
to tighter corners, but once you're 
able to get back on the throttle, all 
your attention switches to the rear 
of the car, where the electronically 
controlled diff makes the transition 
of the Michelin Super Sports through 
grip and into slip pleasingly smooth 
and easy to control. Perhaps 
surprisingly, oversteer isn’t an any- 
gear affair, with more grip on offer 
than you might expect. However, 
once you get into a rhythm and keep 
the revs in the meat of the torque, 
it's easy enough to unhitch the rear 
tyres from the tarmac out of any 
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Mercedes-AMG C63 S 



‘Keep in the 
meat of the 
torque and it’s 
easy enough 
to unhitch the 
rear tyres out 
of any corner 
you encounter’ 


corner you encounter. 

Under full acceleration you feel 
as though the C63 S’s prodigious 
torque must surely be corrugating 
the ground beneath it like a cartoon 
carpet. Generally speaking, though, 
it's hard to find so much as a lone 
runckle or ridge in the Portuguese 
tarmac, let alone two consecutive 
ones, to really test the suspension. 
However, the damping feels best 
when left in its Sport setting - 
Comfort and Sport+ introducing 
slight degrees of float and harshness 
respectively. It will be interesting to 
see how the Mercedes copes with 
British roads but there is a nagging 
suspicion that (as with the latest 


M3) the rear of the car will struggle 
slightly to control its mass over 
bigger bumps. Time will tell. 

The 1655kg of the C63 S is also 
evident on a long downhill run where 
the steel brakes start to grumble 
under sustained abuse. Although the 
actual retardation isn’t significantly 
reduced, the pedal does begin to 
soften and complain disconcertingly, 
so the optional carbon ceramic 
brakes might be an expensive but 
worthwhile box to tick. 

In the rush to get an appropriate 
set of keys and lay claim to ‘our’ 

C63 S at the airport, I had merely 
inserted myself into the driver’s 
seat as swiftly as possible, hardly 


pausing to open the extraordinarily 
light bootlid and sling my bags into 
the back. But parked up later in the 
day, I’m reminded of what I thought 
when I first saw the car at the Paris 
motor show: the front is fine, but the 
designers seem to have only worked 
as far back as the B-pillars. Viewed 
from front or rear three-quarters the 
rear arches look in need of a good 
meal or three, while in profile the 
saloon looks plain weird, with a long 
bonnet and a disproportionately 
short rear. The small boot spoiler is 
the saving grace because, despite 
being more of a Gurney flap, the 
way it fluidly rises up at the edges is 
beautifully sculptural. 
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Right: twin-turbo V8 
gets an extra 34bhp and 
371b ft in ‘S' form. Below: 
estate version feeis 
pretty much identical to 
drive -and doesn’t look 
quite as awkward at its 
rear end as the saloon 



The answer to the saloon 
conundrum presents itself in the 
form of the estate, which I hop into 
the following morning. For an extra 
£1200 you can have not only an extra 
55 litres of luggage space (1075 litres 
extra with the rear seats folded) but 
a much more handsome machine to 
boot (if you’ll pardon the pun). 

The 0-62mph time is extended 
by a tenth thanks to an extra 
four per cent on the kerb weight 
(up to 1725kg), but to be honest 



‘AMG has got 
much of the 
C63 S spot on, 
but there’s still 
a sense that it 
isn’t as focused 
as an MS’ 


you really don't notice any drop 
in performance. With identical 
measurements to the saloon for 
wheelbase and front and rear tracks, 
the wagon’s handling is also all but a 
carbon copy. If anything, I think the 
mild absurdity of an oversteering 
estate is more appealing. 

AMG has got much of the C63 S 
absolutely spot on. There is still 
the sense that it isn’t quite as 
tight, focused and involving as an 
M division car, but it was ever thus, 
and if you’ve experienced the latest 
M3 on a slippery surface you’d 
probably argue that a slightly more 
approachable and less spiky car isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing. 

The C63 S obviously still has to 
pass the wet, bumpy B-road test to 
see if its 5161b ft can remain friendly, 
and we’ll bring you the verdict just as 
soon as we can. But for now, the fact 
it has monstrous pace, a soundtrack 
to match and the ability to oversteer 
with ease means it has arguably 
done enough to make it the default 
choice in the class. □ 

Henry Catchpole 
(@HenryCatchpole) 


Specification 

Engine ‘ C02 Power Torque 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price 

V8,3982cc, twin-turbo | 192g/km [ 503bhp@5500-6250rpm 5161b ft §1750-4500rpm A.Osec (claimed) 155mph (limited) 1655kg (309bhp/ton) £66,545 

□ Twin-turbo V8 power, charismatic exhaust and enormous power, all in a congenial package D Not as explicit as a BMW M3 evo rating 
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THE OLDERWE GET, THE BETTERYOU LOOK. 
Bom to shine, since 1 965. 



With age comes wisdom and one thing we’ve learnt in our 50 years is that perfection can only be achieved when you strive 
to be the best. Product innovation is at the heart of everything we do and Autoglym products are regarded by experts as 
being of the finest quality. They’re also easy to use if you’re new to car care and, for the more devoted, our expert advice can 
help transform you and your car into automotive heroes. We think that’s something worth celebrating and hope you do too. 
That’s the Autoglym way, always has been. 

Join in the 50th anniversary celebrations and win special edition products, visit: facebook.com/autoglym 
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Tesla 
Model S 


Purely electric and boasting off-the-line pace to rival a McLaren FI, 


P85D 


Tesla’s new four-wheel-drive saloon is stalking the establishment. . . 

Test location: Oslo, Norway GPS: 59.9500, 10.7500 


MY FIRST EXPERIENCE 
of being shoved 
towards the horizon at 
IG happened about 30 
years ago, at the Millbrook Proving 
Ground in the passenger seat of 
rallycross champ John Welch’s 
560bhp, four-wheel-drive Xtrac 
Ford Escort. I almost threw up. The 
car had an early version of launch 
control, adapted from drag racing, 
that held the savagely turbocharged 
Zakspeed-prepared four-cylinder 
engine at SOOOrpm until Welch 
pressed a button on the steering 
wheel that popped the clutch. 

The moment was simultaneously 
sensational and sickening, a brutal 
thud of energy, noise and traction I’ll 
never forget. Zero to thirty in point- 
nine of a second. For the record, it hit 
60mph in 2.6sec and the ton in just 
over six. After the fourth run I felt 


woozy and beat-up. I’d had enough. 

I’m pretty sure I’ve done the 
IG thing a few times since then: a 
Veyron, PI, 918 Spyder and Nissan 
GT-R are all capable. None has 
ever felt quite as visceral as the 
fully lit rallycross car, though. The 
Xtrac powertrain hurled its drive so 
emphatically at the ground; there 
was virtually none of the subtle 
cushioning you get with a Veyron or 
GT-R - that barely perceptible pause 
as mechanical pathways mesh and 
tauten and rubber gasps for grip. But 
there was some. 

We’re in Norway near Oslo. It isn’t 
that cold but neither is it that pretty. 
The banks of snow sluiced up from 
the major roads have acquired a 
grimy veneer as grey and depressing 
as the sky. The venue, a sort of giant 
gravel car park interlaced with a few 
stretches of asphalt (but mercifully 


close to an expo centre with cosy 
chairs, coffee and Wi-Fi) is unusually 
dull, too, but about to host an 
extraordinary demonstration. 

Parked on a 50-metre length of 
tarmac that bleeds off into the loose 
stuff, rallycross style, we’re waiting 
in a rear-wheel-drive, single-motor 
Tesla Model S, the extremely brisk, 
fully electric limo-sized hatchback 
that company boss Elon Musk’s 
cohorts modestly describe as ‘the 
best car in the world’. Just ahead, 
a media colleague is at the wheel 
and jumbo iPad-esque touchscreen 
controls of the outwardly identical 
but inwardly fortified Model S ‘P85D’ 
with four-wheel drive, two motors 
and an already impressive drag-race 
portfolio on YouTube. Fie has been 
asked to ensure that 'Insane' mode is 
engaged (truly) and, when indicated 
by the waving of a chequered flag, to 


stomp on the accelerator pedal as 
snappily as he can. For the moment 
we’ll just sit here and watch. 

The flag goes down. How can I 
best describe what happens next? 
It’s probably easiest if you've seen 
the JJ Abrams reboot of Star Trek 
and his cinematic depiction of the 
seconds following the warp drive 
'punch it’ command. I’ve been 
observing fast cars blast off from a 
standing start at proving grounds 
for more than three decades but I’ve 
never, ever seen anything get off the 
line like the P85D: no wheelspin, no 
hunkering down, no visual ramping- 
up of velocity, no noise. Just pure, 
rapid movement out of stasis - more 
Alton Towers’ Rita Queen of Speed 
uber-thrill ride than anything you'll 
see on a starting grid. 

A little later, with my right foot 
heading anvil-like to the floor (an 
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‘The P85D is 
so devastating 
that would-be 
traffic-light 
drag merchants 
are invariably 
beaten before 
they’ve begun’ 

identical warm-up exercise in the 
rear-drive S having singulariy faiied 
to prepare me for the main event, 
despite its 4.2sec 0-60mph time) 
the physical sensations are simply 
surreal. The IG of acceleration 
(possibly even more) is a whip- 
crack transient that seems to be 
generated within milliseconds of the 
launch as the front and rear electric 
motors deliver their peak torque 
(warning: don’t chew gum), after 
which the rate of acceleration gently 
slows to a point, later discovered 
on the motorway, where the P85D 
merely feels very quick, but not quite 
as quick as a conventionally fuelled 




supercar with a comparable circa 
three-second 0-60mph time. 

Not that this is a concern if you’re 
into the whispering, gearless Tesla 
way. The P85D is so devastating 
(and silent) over the first 50 
metres, would-be traffic-light drag 
merchants are invariably beaten 
before they’ve begun. Real world, the 
Tesla holds most of the aces. 

Here’s why: one electric motor 
per axle, 470bhp at the back, 221bhp 
up front. Whichever way you cut 
it - and the suave, if a little generic, 
five-seater Tesla is large enough to 
also accommodate a brace of rear- 
facing child seats if you’re prepared 



to sacrifice some boot space - a 
2.2-ton family hatchback with a 
combined output of 691bhp and 
6871b ft falls a little outside Mondeo 
territory. As does its ‘starting’ price 
of £79,080. But, thanks to some 
clever digital axle power shuffling, 
this S has a modestly better range 
than the rear-drive P85, at 300 
miles, and the ‘anxiety’ issue should 
diminish as more ‘Supercharger’ 
stations come to the UK. 

If step-off acceleration is the 
P85D’s party piece, the rest of the 
package is hardly less surprising. 
With a low-slung electric motor 
at each end, the P85D’s chassis 


Left: interior is stylish 
and of good quality: ‘D’ 
badge is only obvious 
external change. Top 
left: yes, there really is 
an ‘Insane’ mode... 

dynamics feel even more sled- 
like than the rear-drive car’s - in 
the sense that you’re constantly 
aware of the low centre of gravity 
and the benefits in response and 
body control that it brings. You’re 
also reminded that, despite its 
lightweight build techniques, this 
is a heavy car with a desire to 
understeer if you’re really pressing 
on. The ride’s pretty pliant, though, 
and refinement would be excellent if 
there wasn’t quite so much tyre roar. 

As for the cabin, nothing much 
has changed - a roomy lesson in 
spare, elegant design that would 
look lovely but for the dominant 17- 
inch touchscreen control centre that 
throws out enough light to illuminate 
a modest caravan and takes some 
learning. It’s all very well finished, 
too. Electronic driver aids abound 
and make the P85D at least as semi- 
autonomous as any other car on sale. 
Likely to fall asleep at the wheel? 
Don’t think so. Not this time. □ 
David Vivian (@davidivivan) 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 

0-60mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

Electric motors, 165kW front, 350kW rear 

Og/km 

691bhp 

6871b ft 

3.2sec (claimed) 

I55mph (iimited) 

2239kg (3t4bhp/ton) 

£79,080 (after £5000 government grant) 


O Simply extraordinary Q Lack of charging points evo rating 
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Porsche 
911 Carrera 
4 GTS 

Test location: Carlton, Bedfordshire, UK 
GPS: 52.181642, -0.622251 

Option-laden, four-wheel- 
drive Carrera sharpens the 
911 ’s considerable appeal 

Photography: Dean Smith 



AS FAR AS the current 
911 is concerned, our 
preference has always 
been for the four- 
wheel-drive Carrera 4S (Turbo and 
GT3 models aside, obviously). The 
new GTS cherry-picks the best bits 
from the options list and throws in 
some choice styling changes, such 
as the smoked headlight covers and 
black grille slats, which might just 
make this Carrera 4 GTS the highlight 
of the mainstream 911 line-up. 

It certainly looks the part in 
Racing Yellow with those contrasting 
elements, while the lower ride 
height - minus 10mm compared 
to a standard Carrera S - gives it a 
more aggressive stance on the road. 
Rolling on those stunning 20-inch 
centre-lock wheels, this is the 
Carrera looking its very best. 

The GTS box of goodies includes 
Porsche Active Suspension 
Management and the Sport Chrono 
kit, which comprises dynamic engine 
mounts, a stopwatch and a Sport 
Plus mode. Compared to the Carrera 
S, power is up by 30bhp to 424bhp - 
this car essentially runs the Powerkit 
upgrade that costs an eye-watering 
£9387 on the standard model. 


Specification 

Engine C02 

Flat-six, 3800CC 212g/km 




Equipped with the PDK twin-clutch 
gearbox, as our test car is, the 4 GTS 
will crack 62mph in just four seconds 
and tops outatl88mph. 

This car also has the Sports 
bucket seats. They don’t come 
cheap at £2258, but they couldn’t 
look cooler and in more committed 
driving really do keep you locked in 
position. That said, a Carrera 4 GTS 
equipped with PDK and the fancy 
seats will set you back more than 
£100,000, which would afford you a 
GT3 if you could actually get hold of 
one through official channels. 

Shorn of the feel-robbing Porsche 
Dynamic Chassis Control, which 
works to trim out body roll during 
cornering to keep the chassis locked 
down, this GTS is an engaging and 
thrilling car on the open road. It’s 
much better to feel the car moving 
around beneath you as the chassis 



loadings rise and fall rather than it be 
completely flat and expressionless, 
even if that does cost you the final 
tenth or two of outright pace. Grip 
levels are no less than absurd, and 
although the four-wheel-drive 
system gives the car enormous 
traction, there is still a degree of 
throttle adjustability at road speeds. 

On circuit, the 4 GTS will cut 
shapes like the best of them, 
particularly if you use the rearward 
weight distribution to rotate the car 
at corner entry. Stand on the throttle 
at this point and the four-wheel drive 
will favour the rear axle and prolong 
the ensuing slide, rather than 
dampen it in an instant. This car is 
no less enjoyable than the rear-drive 
version; in fact, it’s marginally the 
more secure and predictable right 
on the limit and is less troubled by a 
soggy British winter. 


The engine is a total joy, with a 
broad torque profile throughout 
the rev range and a truly fiery top- 
end. The sports exhaust, another 
standard feature, slings out a 
wilful howl that makes a mockery 
of today’s aurally augmented 
downsized turbo engines. Speaking 
of which, Porsche looks set to 
replace these loveable naturally 
aspirated engines with more fuel- 
efficient turbo motors very soon, 
which will be a great shame. 

For the most part our experiences 
with PDK have been very positive, 
but this particular car exhibited 
some unusual behaviour on upshifts: 
a noticeable delay between pulling 
for the next gear and the actuation 
of that shift. Once the process has 
begun, however, the shift itself is 
crack-of-the-whip quick... 

No matter, because the 911 is a 
more enjoyable car with a proper 
manual gearbox anyway, and the 
latest version of the seven-speed 
unit finally shifts as slickly as 
you’d hope. A manual Carrera 4 
GTS, then, is the highlight of the 
911 range (Turbo and GT3 models 
aside, obviously). □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProiser) 


Power 

424bhp Ig) 7500rpm 


Torque 

3241b ft @5750rpm 


0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

4.0sec (claimed) 

188mph (claimed) 

1490kg (289bhp/ton) 

£95,862 


□ The pick of the Carrera range... H ...is nudging six figures evo rating 


★ ★★★★ 
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MUHLE 

GLASHUTTE/SA. ^ 



R. Miihle & Sohn 

Time is our Family Value. The Robert Miihle Auf/Ab. 


In 2014, we had plenty of reasons to celebrate, with not only marking 145 years since 
the company was founded by Robert Muhle, but also the 20th anniversary of the ^ 
re-establishment of the family business. We from Muhle-Glashutte have therefore 
decided to celebrate this double anniversary by producing an exclusive special edition 
range consisting of three models featuring calibres manufactured by us. This special 
edition range, which is named after the company's founder, represents the launch of our 
new manufacturing line "R. Muhle & Sohn'f www.muehle-glashuette.de 



^°beri Miihle Ca'''®'® 


For your nearest stockist in the UK contact info@thebluecompanylondon.co.uk 



Litchfield BMW M4 

Test location: Beford Autodrome, Bedfordshire, UK GPS: 52.232692, -0.469519 

Munich’s hottest 4-series is already a handful even for skilled 
drivers. What, then, are the effects of yet more power? 

Photography; Dean Smith 



HOW MUCH IS too 
much? If you’re driving 
a factory-standard 
BMWMAaiongawet, 
bumpy road, you rapidly conclude 
the answer is 425bhp and 4061b ft. 
Why, then, has Nissan GT-R tuner par 
excellence, lain Litchfield, seen fit to 
endow it with 550bhp and 5251b ft? 

The answer, of course, is because 
he can, but also because, as a canny 
commercial operator, he knows 
that when it comes to power we’re 
all vulnerable to that devilish voice 
in our heads that convinces us ‘too 
much’ is where the fun really starts. 

Purists might have bemoaned 
M’s switch to turbocharging, but 
tuners rejoiced - there’s no richer 
performance picking than tweaking 
a forced-induction motor. And as 
Litchfield has proved, once you’ve 
cracked the fiendishly tough ECU, 


the M4’s twin-turbo six-cylinder 
engine responds brilliantly. 

The Stage 1 remap costs £600 
and gives 500bhp. Stage 2 uses a 
cat-back Akrapovic exhaust and 
produces 530bhp, and the bonkers, 
as-tested Stage 3 conversion - 
complete with a downpipes-back 
Akrapovic system - delivers the full 
550bhp. Just changing the exhaust 
wins big gains, lifting power to 
477bhp and saving more than 11kg. 

It also relieves you of £6523. Gulp. It 
doesn’t much sweeten the industrial 
engine note, but in Sport mode 
bellows like an angry bull elephant. 

What’s a 550bhp M4 like? In 
terms of manners, refinement and 
tractability it feels like a factory car. 
It starts instantly, ticks over silky- 
smoothly, sits gladly in traffic and 
mooches more than happily around 
town. Then the road opens out, you 


crack open the throttle and things 
go fuzzy at the edges. It’s rampant. 

If you believe in reincarnation do 
not return as one of this M4’s rear 
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2s. Your new 
life will be short and smoky. 

Sadly the weather was more 
conducive to extracting fearful 
whimpers than any meaningful 
performance figures, but when the 
Litchfield hooks-up, it’s hilariously 
quick. If there’s a downside it’s that, 
thanks to the monstrous torque, 
you’re even more likely to remain 
within the meat of the mid-range, 
rather than exploring the top-end. 
That reinforces the gulf between this 
new-era M-car and the old M3 with 
its soaring V8, but there’s no arguing 
with the blown six’s effectiveness. 

But, being a Litchfield car, this M4 
isn’t all about engine output. Using 
Rob Huff - former World Touring Car 


Champion and owner of a Litchfield- 
modified GT-R - as a development 
driver, the standard suspension is 
swapped for new progressive springs 
and active dampers (£3599). Sitting 
slightly lower, the M4’s stance is 
purposeful. The aim was to maintain 
ride quality but tame the factory 
car’s spiky on-limit traits and calm 
its vertical movement, especially in 
rebound. The results are impressive 
and noticeable. 

At very low speeds there’s a 
fractional loss of ride comfort, but 
beyond 20mph the car is calmer and 
more settled. Both ends of the car 
feel more connected; initial turn-in 
response is good and doesn’t ask 
so much so soon from the rear, and 
on damp roads there’s a subtle hint 
of understeer to push against for 
welcome reassurance. 

Retaining the three-stage 
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Litchfield M4 




Right: M4’s3-litre 
twin-turbo engine 
puts out 550bhp 
with Litchfield’s 
Stage 3 makeover. 
Left: Akrapovic’s 
carbonfibre-tipped 
Evolution exhaust 
frees up extra power 
and saves 11kg 



switchable settings, the dampers 
have been tuned to offer a wider 
spread of performance between 
Normal, Sport and Sport+ modes, 
so each push of the button offers 
a worthwhile improvement in ride 
comfort or outright control. 

Of course, with so much more 
power and torque fighting its way 
to the tarmac, it’s laughably easy 
to overwhelm the rear tyres. Leave 
the DSC engaged and it’s reluctant 
to release its hold, but switch it off 
and the tyres whirl like dervishes in 
the first four gears if you’re greedy 
with the throttle. That makes it 
impossible to gauge how successful 


‘With so much 
more power 
and torque 
fighting its way 
to the tarmac it’s 
laughably easy 
to overwhlem 
the rear tyres’ 


the suspension kit has been at 
calming the M4’s snappy transition 
from grip to slip, but when traction 
is less of an issue and you’re intent 
on maintaining pace along a lumpy 
A- or B-road, there’s no question it 
exhibits far less tendency to pogo 
itself into a knot. We’ll try a standard 
IVI4 on Litchfield’s suspension in due 
course, but indications are it'll be a 
far more trustworthy, exploitable 
and enjoyable machine. 

It’s just a hunch, but I reckon 
an M4 fitted with Litchfield’s 
suspension and a Stage 1 remap 
could be the sweet-spot, as the 
improvement in damping feels 


like it’ll cope with SOObhp. Or you 
could go with the Stage 2 cat-back 
Akrapovic exhaust and a remap for 
530bhp. Or just have the full exhaust 
system and still have 477bhp. 

As for this ‘Full-Litcho’ version, 
the explosive, corruptive absurdity 
of a 550bhp 4-series is undeniable, 
but I’d be lying if I said it’s not bloody 
terrifying on a cold, wet road. Even in 
the dry it’s a monster. Michelin Pilot 
Super Sports would help its cause 
in inclement conditions, but rain or 
shine it’s for headbangers only. Too 
much? That’s for you to decide. □ 
Richard Meaden 
(@DkkirMeadenJ 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

In-line 6-cyl, 2979cc, twin-turbo 

n/a 

550bhp§7000rpm 

5251b ft @3300rpm 

3.9sec (claimed) 

190mph (claimed) 

1486kg (376bhp/ton) 

See text 

O New suspension package tames standard M4’s waywardness Q Massive uplift in power and torque turn it into a monster 

evo rating 
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Like your life, there is nothing standard about a Twisted Editions Defender. Whatever you do, 
wherever you go, when you're in a vehicle that has been meticulously designed around every 
detail of your lifestyle, your journey is enhanced beyond measure. Experience the definitive 
collection of customised-to-order Land Rovers, and change the way you think about driving forever. 
Visit www.twistedautomotive.com or call -t-44 (0)1845 574 990. 




SEAT 
Leon ST 
Cupra 280 

Test location: Castellolf, Spain 
GPS: 41.598018, 1.699762 

An evo favourite gets 
elongated for added 
daily driver appeal 


W 


WHO'D HAVE thought 
it? After what feels like 
eons of being fed the 
niche-nuzziing doctrine 
of the crossover and other multiple 
mash-ups too boring to mention, 
it turns out what we really, really 
want are fast estates. Destined 
to be more fashionable but less 
ludicrous than hipsters’ beards, the 
ranks of wagons with added wallop 
seem to swell monthly, and no one 
is doing more to fuel the trend than 
VW Group. Of course, Audi has been 
banging the drum for as long as 
anyone can remember - the S4 and 
RS4 Avants (spurred on by a rivalry 
with similarly potent load-lugging 
AMG Mercs) perhaps doing most to 
fortify the genre. 

No-brainer, click-into-place 
models have subsequently tumbled 
forth from the group: the decently 
rapid but oh-so-roomy Skoda 
Octavia vRS Estate, the hotly 
awaited Golf R with the longer tin 
roof (you’ll have to wait a little 
longer), and this, the almost Golf 
R-spec SEAT Leon ST Cupra 280, 
Alternatively, you can think of it as 
the car that has to take on Ford’s 
slightly less powerful, good chunk 


Specification 

Engine C02 

In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 157g/km 




cheaper, recently facelifted Focus 
ST Estate, 

It clearly has the tools. Carried 
over from the hatch (which we 
like a lot) is the full-house ’280’ 
powertrain. The 2-litre TSI motor 
develops slightly less power and 
torque than it does in the Golf R and 
Audi S3 and, with the estate being 
27cm longer than the hatch, there’s 
an additional 45kg to haul around. 
But since the Cupra can throw 
276bhp at 6000rpm and 2581b ft 
from just 1750rpm at the equation, 
the extra weight doesn’t exact 
much of a handicap, delaying the 
trip from rest to 62mph by a meagre 
three-tenths, at six seconds dead, 
or e.lsec if you opt for the six-speed 
manual gearbox instead of the dual- 
clutch DSG auto. Top speed remains 
electronically limited to 155mph. 

As with the hatch, the ST sits 


25mm lower than the regular Leon S 
or SE and the software that controls 
the rear damper settings has been 
subtly tweaked to accommodate 
the effects of the extra bodywork 
and uprated payload. Does the ST 
look like a vicious Labrador-worrier? 
Not really. The 235/35-shod 19-inch 
alloys give the merest suggestion 
of up-tempo antics, the blood-red 
brake calipers perhaps let the mask 
slip a little further and, yes, there are 
two widely spaced exhaust pipes 
huddling under the rear bumper. But 
on the whole, the Leon ST Cupra 
280 looks as if it wouldn’t say boo to 
an MX-5. 

On track - we’ve returned to the 
fast and swoopy Castellolf circuit in 
Spain where the Cupra 280 hatch 
was launched - the small Japanese 
roadster would certainly see which 
way it went, and its eventual return 
in the rear-view mirror. Incongruous 
as a sober-looking estate may seem 
at a racetrack in anything other than 
a service role, this one positively and 
literally laps it up. More impressive 
than its speed down the straights - 
it doesn’t hang around - is a braking 
system that encourages ever later 
applications without complaint. 


There are serious speed- 
preserving grip levels at all four 
corners and an electronically 
controlled diff lock that can send as 
much as 100 per cent of the torque 
to the outside wheel via a hydraulic 
clutch system, thus letting you 
flatten the throttle post apex on a 
wave of traction but very little in the 
way of torque steer. In truth, it’s a bit 
of a track tearaway and absorbing 
fun, if not quite as amusingly 
adjustable as the Focus ST Estate. 

On the road it’s effortlessly rapid, 
acceptably comfortable, refined 
on part-throttle (flatten it and 
you’re treated to a synthetically 
hyped engine note) and more mildly 
mannered than its track persona 
might lead you to believe. In other 
words, only fierce on demand. 

It’s a proper estate car, too, if 
not quite as commodious as the 
forthcoming Golf R. The boot has 
587 litres of cargo volume with 
the rear seats in place, 1470 litres 
with them folded flat. And all for a 
premium of just £995 over the five- 
door hatch. The Leon ST Cupra 280 
won’t do the have-it-all cause of the 
fast estate any harm at all, □ 
David Vivian (@davidjvivian) 


Power 

276bhp @ eOOOrpm 

Torque i 

2581b ft @1750-5600rpm | 

0-62mph 

6.1sec (claimed) 

1 Top speed 

1 155mph (limited) 

Weight 

1365kg (205bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

£28,505 

□ Serious pace and practicality, comfortable and refined D Golf R Estate even more tempting 

evo rating 

★ ★★★"A" 
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Nissan Juke Nismo RS 

Test location: Bedford Autodrome, UK GPS: 52.233392, -0.471237 


With more power and a revised chassis, does this new 
Juke range-topper now live up to the Nismo name? 


H THE NISSAN JUKE 

Nismo RS needs to be 
approached from an 
oblique angle rather 
than head-on. Not in a literal sense 
- 1 actually don’t mind the unusual 
front-end styling - but figuratively, 
because it so roundly defies the 
normal conventions of genre and 
category. You’ll already know that 
it doesn’t stack up as a hot hatch 
because it’s too tall and high-riding 
for that, and equally it doesn't quite 
work as a small family crossover 
because it’s too stiff and expensive 
compared to the mainstream model. 

So let’s approach it as the curio 
that it is and not allow ourselves to 
be drawn into fruitless comparisons 
with Eocus STs and the like. This 
is not a car that stands up well to 
objective scrutiny, but it is different 
and for that I like it. 

I still find it remarkable that an 
international car manufacturer, 
normally the most risk averse of 
institutions, would sign off a design 
as radical as the Juke, but when 
you’ve hedged your bets with 
the vanilla Qashqai, perhaps it’s 
less of a gamble. Here the Juke’s 

Specification 
Engine 

In-line 4-cyl, 1618cc, turbo 


extraterrestrial aesthetic, which 
- as with the earlier Juke Nismo 
that this RS version replaces - has 
been pumped up with aggressive 
bumpers, 18-inch wheels and 
contrasting door mirrors. 

That red accent lines tie it in 
neatly to the fearsome GT-R Nismo, 
but there the likeness ends. Whereas 
the halo GT-R boasts close to 
eoobhp, the Juke makes do with 
215bhp (up 18bhp on the outgoing 
Juke Nismo). The engine is a 1.6-litre, 
four-cylinder turbo, which feeds the 
front wheels via a six-speed manual 
and a limited-slip diff. A four-wheel- 
drive RS exists, but only with a CVT. 

The MacPherson strut front 
suspension and torsion beam rear 
axle have been retuned with firmer 
springs and dampers, the brake 
discs are now 320mm in diameter 
up front and the bodyshell has been 
stiffened. Despite that more focused 
chassis tuning, the Juke Nismo RS 
actually rides with a gentle fluidity 
that evades most conventional hot 
hatches. It’s a sporting car so there is 
a sharpness to the way it deals with 
bumps, but there’s also effective 
and cushioned damping. Naturally, 


Photography: Dean Smith 



it rolls quite markedly and it’s this 
lack of flat-bodied response that 
limits dynamic potential. Turn into a 
medium-speed comer and the car 
leans, then pushes into understeer. 
That is the Nismo's MO, and it can’t 
be persuaded to do anything much 
else on the road. The same is true on 
circuit, except that in fast corners 
sheer momentum alone, rather than 
any particular rear-biased chassis 
balance, will see the back step out. 

The artificial weighting and 
slightly aggressive self-centring 
response give the steering an 
elasticity that totally corrupts any 
messages that might be filtering 
through from the front axle. That 
makes turning into a comer at speed 
a guessing game, which isn’t helped 
by the modest turn-in bite. In short. 


this isn’t a car that naturally and 
effortlessly carries speed. 

That’s a shame because there 
is potential in the drivetrain. The 
engine lacks the low-down torque 
response of the very best turbo 
four-cylinder engines - note the 
peak torque output of 2061b ft 
from 3600rpm and compare that 
(I know, I said I wouldn't...) to the 
Peugeot 208 GTi 30th Anniversary's 
engine, which makes 2211b ft at just 
1750rpm - but it pulls well in the 
upper reaches, the gearshift quality 
is of the highest order and the LSD 
distributes the torque across the 
front axle effectively. However, under 
load there is excess wheelspin from 
the inside wheel that triggers the 
traction control. It doesn't give the 
impression of the car being pulled 
through a corner by a taut rope - but 
it is better than an open diff. 

The cabin is cramped in the rear, 
the steering wheel doesn’t adjust for 
reach, the ventilation controls feel 
dated... I could go on. The bottom 
line is that the Juke Nismo RS is a 
flawed car, but in a sea of corporate 
faces it is fiercely individual. □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProiser) 


C02 

165g/km 


Power 

215bhp @ eOOOrpm 


Torque 

2061b ft ia)3600-4800rpm 


0-62mph 

7.0sec (claimed) 


Top speed 

137mph (claimed) 


Weight 

1315kg (166bhp/ton) 


Basic price 

£21,650 


O Damping, quirky character and bold Styling Q Tall body and ride height limit dynamic ability evorating 
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ERENGETI* 

DRIVEN BY VISION 

555 NM» BLUE POLARIZED LENS 
STYLE MEETS SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 






PHOTOCHROMIC 

ADAPT TO LIGHT 


POLARIZATION 

CONTROL THE LIGHT 


SPECTRAL CONTROL® 

FILTER THE BLUE LIGHT 



Award winning Serengeti* sunglasses 
feature light reactive photochromic lenses 
embedded with polarizing and Spectral 
Control* technology. 

The result is stunning high definition 
contrast and colour enhancement. 

S/ision is crisp and sharp and everything 
you see loote better, even from a distance. 

In addition, blue light that causes glare 
and haze is blocked eliminating the 
eyestrain and eye fetigue that can occur 
while driving. 


FREE TEST DRIVE PROGRAMME AVAILABLE FROM APRIL - JUNE 


a| Serengeti Eyewear 


CALL 0206 391 4700 TOR FURTHER DETAILS 

www.serengeti-eyewear.com 


AVAILABLE IN PRESCRIPTION 


FROM SERENGETI STOCKISTS INCLUDiNG: 

Eyadta OpUdarw 

efigHton I l«! 01273 724111 

Rsading. W»ybfxlo«. Winchester & Oxford 

Ootbc at Bfoackiate 

l^r^on 3207 628 0S30 

Roger Pope Optidatv 

London Wl | Tel 0207 935 2124 


Varttufi Vision 

Haslemere. Surrey | Tel 01428 6S2777 

Gregory A Seeley ppdcians 
C^ef>Seig^ Surrey Mel 01483 272629 

Gregory A Seeley Opticians 

neetSl London EOrpTel 0207353 1408 

Oh Thomas Optometrists 

^mbridge I Tel 0122S 245222 

Bred Abrehanv Optometry 
Bath I lei 01225 444321 

789 7300 

Richrrrond Eye Centre 

Richmond, ^rrey I Tel 0208 948 8882 

Peui Whiteman Op t ometrists 
Reigste Surrey i 01^ 223202 

>^105 A Sud^l Optldtfts 

Bury I Tel 0161 7« 2209 

Bl Optometri s t s 
Glasgow T Tel 0141 552 2030 



DMS AUTOMOTIVE 

UNLEABMINIC3 F'BRFORrwIAMCE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 



PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 1S YEARS. 


DMS1M EVO MARCH '12) 

"THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM 


DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES EVO OCTOBER '10) 

"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2' 


DMS 1351 BMW CAR MAY 09) 

"THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER 08) 

"IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, 
YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK EVO JUNE 'll) 

"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL' 




EXOTIC / MISC 


‘.mcAlllOfiNtA 487 BHP 
FERRARI 599 647 BHP 
FEI)(?4m43C 525 BHP 

CAJXARD0»546 BHP 

LP560W600+BHP 
LP640 » 707 BHP 
MURCIELAGO LP640 » 101 BHP 

• ■ ■ "ARAriGI/OrORI 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 


BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. 

WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

W/ TU»WOrt38INCPOK »611 BHP 
99/ tU*»036»625+BHP 
997GT2RS»6/0< BHP 

996TURBO/GT2 »600* BtP 
99/ CARRtRA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S » 3/6* »IP 
997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
99/ CARRtRA CIS » 435 BHP 
997GT3UP»436eHP 
DOXSILR J4S»336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S» 347 Oir 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 8HP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 »S/8« OtP’ 
:..ATlNr4t TURBO S 4 8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4 ? OR.SLL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 300* BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 600«0HI’ 
->0(7 4/ B* TURBO AU.MO0U.S»498+BHP 
SL6SBI -■ 3C » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP uOL UMII ) 

■jV AMC KOESG/tSSOR » 580+BHP 
C63AMG '>530+BHP{+DE-LIMIT) 

SL63 AMG » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT, 

RL M-- : - 8 LOWER ABC SUSI’LNSION) 
C16000. TURBO » 580+ BHP 
SLKSS AMC » 389 BHP {+DELIMIT) 
SLK350»328 BHP 
220 CDi ALL MODELS >* 210+ BHP 
TSOCOi AIL models » 259+ BHP 
320CDiV6» 274 BHP 
350CDiV6»317 0*iP 
420 7450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

MVM6f W » 620+ BHP 

M5V10»1>48i BHPfTOSMPiO 
XSM X6M » 618 BHP 
1M »4I1» BHP 

M3t9(y97 » 445 BHP {+DE-LIMIT) 

M3 E46 » 1/0 BHI ' . • LX. UMI T I 

P10 520D 221 BHP 

P10 530D>i 296 BHP 

P10 535D»3S8BHP 

.MS-713S./X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D»7S7BHP 

330D E90 « 296+ BHP 

1700 190» 215 BHP 

730D»790*BHP 

XS4 0O/ /40D» 370BHP 

X5 3.0D»79I6BHI' 

X6X50I4.4»SOD*BHP 

535D / 335D /X5 SD » 355+ BHP 

M135i Please call for more info 


ALL 2014 MASERATI'S Please call for more info 

".TOT RS6 4 0 T VB Homo caII kx moro wiko 
AUDI RS6 VTO » 680+BHP +DE-LIMIT 
AUDI R8V1 »S97t6HI- 
44X31 RS4/R8B/ » 439 BHP + DE-LIMIT 
AUDI RS3» 470* BHT’ 

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi» 400 < BHP 
Aua 3 OTDi (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 
AUDI S3 / GOLF R » 317+ BHP 
ALL 70*4 R ANCL RC?. LHS AVAILABLE 
RAN<3tROVER44 IDV8»395 BHP 
RROVERSK3RI 300»305BHP 
LL'OQUL 7 7 OlLSU. » 240 BHP 
BENTLEY 4.0 TV8 » 600+ BHP 
BLNTUYCGT 'i SPUR (INC 7013) » 660 BHP 
GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 


FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 


worldwide OFFICES AND 
INSTALLATION UK » IRELAND » EUROPE 
USA » ASIA » AUSTRALIA » S.AFRICA 


1 E: SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 

1 [' ; 



U /DMSAUTOMOTIVE follow US FOR OUR latest NEWS! 

WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 

UK: 0845 850 1845 INT: -f44 845 850 1845 
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Mercedes 
CLA45 AMG 
Shooting 
Brake 

Test location: Melchingen, Germany 
GPS: 48.359614, 9.146768 


The CLA45 AMG is effective 
but flawed. Is elegant new 
rear coachwork enough to 
augment its appeal? 



IT'S TAKEN MERCEDES 
two years to bring 
its estate version of 
the CLA ‘coupe’ to 
market. Of course, it doesn't call the 
newcomer an estate, rather the CLA 
wagon is tagged 'Shooting Brake’, 
and from launch it can be had in 
range-topping CLA45 trim, as tested 
here. This latest addition squares off 
Mercedes’ four-cylinder-powered 
AMG line-up, joining the A45 five- 
door hatch, the CLA45 four-door 
coupe and the rugged GLA45, 

The CLA45 Shooting Brake has 
the same 1991cc engine - with its 
single twin-scroll turbocharger - as 
its counterparts and produces an 
identical 355bhp at 6000rpm and 
3321b ft from 2250rpm, With the 
extra bodywork adding 30kg to the 
coupe’s 1510kg weight, Mercedes 
claims the car’s 0-62mph time has 
increased by a tenth, to 4.7sec, while 
top speed stays limited at 155mph. 

As with other 45AMG products, 
the only drivetrain available 
comprises AMG's seven-speed 
Speedshift MCT gearbox mated 
to Mercedes’ 4Matic four-wheel- 
drive system, which means torque 




can be distributed entirely to the 
front axle, split 50:50 with the rear, 
or anywhere in between the two. 

The new car’s larger body, which is 
marginally stiffen has also resulted 
in the fitment of softer rear springs 
and the weight distribution changing 
from the coupe’s 60:40 to 58,5 41,5, 
AMG’s sports suspension isn’t on 
the options list, and in the interests 
of refinement there's also a quieter 
exhaust system. 

In the metal the CLA45 Shooting 
Brake looks a lot more convincing 
than its four-door counterpart. It 
mixes elements of its big brother, 
the CLS Shooting Brake, with others 
from the new C-class estate, and 
has a swooping tailgate and a rear 
roofline that tapers nicely into it. 

The CLA45 also gets a roof spoiler 


complete with Gurney flap to help 
prevent rear-end lift. On looks alone 
the Shooting Brake is a shoo-in over 
the coupe, although due to a US 
and Chinese preference for saloons 
over estate cars, Mercedes expects 
to sell only half the number of CLA 
Shooting Brakes compared to the 
100,000 coupes it sells each year, in 
Europe expect a 50:50 sales split, 
but even then only four per cent of 
those will be AMG models. 

It may be near the lower end of 
the AMG range, but the CLA45’s 
cabin doesn’t want for much. Then 
again, the car costs £43,120, so 
the interior should be special. The 
frontal area is unchanged, but in the 
rear there’s an additional 28mm of 
headroom thanks to the new estate 
body. In practical terms the boot 
space is useful, but the opening is 
frustratingly narrow. 

In Comfort mode the gearbox 
isn’t the quickest to react to throttle 
inputs, and at times it can panic and 
drop too many ratios when all you 
really want is a quicker response 
and some turbocharged torque to 
carry you on your way. In Sport mode 
you get that flexibility and those 


quick reactions, but the engine is 
still an issue. Eor all its technical 
highlights and full-fat performance 
figures, the CLA45’s four-cylinder 
is far from class-leading. Not only 
does it sound harsh, but it needs a 
thorough thrashing to fully extract 
its performance potential. At the 
end of the day it's a poor alternative 
to the likes of the BMW M135i’s 
turbocharged six-pot. While big on 
performance numbers - particularly 
next to the BMW - the AMG unit 
is low on refinement and throttle 
adjustability. What it needs is two 
smaller turbos rather than one 
sodding great big one in order to 
deliver the desired flexibility. 

Our test car was running on 
winter tyres, and the launch location 
offered no opportunity to really 
assess chassis dynamics. However, 
the steering felt alert, the front-end 
precise and the body well tied down. 
We’ll want a more comprehensive 
drive before providing a definitive 
verdict, but for now, if looks are your 
priority, the Shooting Brake beats 
the CLA45 coupe hands down. □ 
Stuart Gallagher 
(@stuartg917) 


Specification 


Engine C02 Power 

In-line 4-cyl,1991cc, turbo 161g/km 355bhp Ig) 6000rpm 


Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

3321b ft §2250-5000rpm 

4.7sec (claimed) 

155mph (iimited) 

1540kg (234bhp/ton) 

£43,120 


G3 Sharp looks and strong performance... O ...let down by a harsh and uninspiring engine, and at this price there are better alternatives evo rating 
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AN AUTOMATIC 
gearbox in a Lotus is a 
tricky one to get your 
head around, it goes 
against everything the company 
stands for, yet the outgoing Evora S 
has been avaiiable with an Aisin 
six-speed auto since 2011. Now, new 
CEO Jean-Marc Gales has asked 
his engineers to install the torque- 
converter transmission into the 
company’s most focused car and an 
evo favourite: the Exige S. 

There's sound reasoning behind 
the decision. Gales is prepared to 
make the pragmatic decisions that 
will hopefully see Lotus finally back 
on track and posting a profit. In order 
to do so, it needs to build and sell the 
cars customers in both established 
and emerging markets want to buy, 
many of whom no longer want to 
change gear themselves. Times, they 
are a-changin’, and changing gears 
yourself is no longer a top priority. 
Evora sales are currently split evenly 
when it comes to manual versus 
automatic, and by offering the Exige 
S with a self-shifting gearbox. Gales 
is expecting a third of buyers to take 
up the ‘controversial’ option. 


Specification 

Engine C02 

V6, 3456CC, supercharged 222g/km 



The ratios in the auto are higher 
than those in the manual, and it 
also weighs 6kg more and costs an 
additional £2000. It’s the same unit 
found in the Evora S, only remapped 
to better suit the nature of the 
supercharged Toyota V6 employed 
in the Exige S, which still produces 
345bhp at TOOOrpm and 2951b ft 
of torque at 4500rpm. Despite 
the extra weight and higher ratios, 
however, Lotus claims an identical 
3.8sec 0-60mph time for auto- 
equipped cars as it does for manual 
examples. Top speed drops 8mph 
to 162mph for the Exige S coupe, 
while the Roadster remains limited 
tol45mph. 

The good news is that Lotus 
hasn’t felt the need to change 
anything about the way the Exige S 


looks. It’s the same inside, too, 
although there’s no gearlever 
between the two seats - instead 
there’s a panel featuring four 
individual buttons reading ‘P - R - 
N - D’. There are also two slim shift 
paddles attached to the steering 
column and, on this left-hand-drive 
car, a small rotary dial to the left of 
the wheel on the dash panel. This is 
the control for the Exige's Dynamic 
Performance Management system, 
which offers three settings - 
Standard, Sport and Off - adjusting 
the stability control system, throttle 
response and exhaust note. It is 
undoubtedly the gateway to enjoying 
this particular car’s performance. 

With DPM left in its standard 
setting, the auto ’box delivers 
smooth shifts, although it’s clear 
that you're not getting the best of 
what is on offer. Select Sport and 
the Lotus Exige S you're expecting 
arrives. Throttle response becomes 
markedly sharper and crisper - the 
revs rising with increased vigour 
and enthusiasm - and the Toyota 
motor is brought to life. Take 
control of the shifts yourself via the 
paddles - simply pull one of the 


Power 

Torque 

0-60mph 

Top speed 

345bhp@7000rpm 

2951b ft ia)4500rpm 

3.8sec (claimed) 

145mph (limited) 


□ Auto 'box doesn't blunt performance; chassis still one of the best B Lacks refinement compared to rivals 


Lotus Exige 
S Roadster 
Automatic 

Test location: Hethel, Norfolk, UK 
GPS: 51.519528, -0.1358422 

Does swapping a stick for 
paddles detract from one 
of Hethel’s most involving 
driving experiences? 

Photography: Andy Morgan 

levers back and the 'box switches to 
manual mode - and the gears slot 
home quickly and precisely. With no 
opportunity for the revs to drop off, 
the Exige S is duly let off its leash. 

The level of performance requires 
concentration, with the road passing 
beneath at serious speed and one’s 
senses consequently bombarded. 

Yes, there’s that harshness you 
expect of a car with such a sparse 
interior, but the engine and exhaust 
notes are addictive, the steering a 
delight, the ride exemplary and the 
experience utterly absorbing. 

Criticisms? The paddles would 
work better if they were fixed to the 
back of the steering wheel rather 
than to the steering column, the 
standard throttle setting is best 
ignored, and the wind noise and 
refinement are unacceptable for a 
car costing £57,500. A Boxster GTS 
with PDK costs almost the same. 
Elowever, while the Porsche is the 
better all-round package, the Exige S 
auto offers a dynamic edge that is 
hard to ignore if nothing but thrills is 
what you are after. □ 

Stuart Gallagher 
(@stuartg917) 


Weight Basic price 

1182kg (297bhp/ton) £57,500 


evo rating ★★★★★ 
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Outside Line 


by RICHARD MEADEN 


Flying may be quicker, but you can’t beat the sense of adventure 
that comes with a big-miles road-trip, reckons Meaden 


I 1 IT’LL COME AS NO SURPRISE WHEN I 

say that, as a breed, motoring journalists are fond 
of the odd cliche. Rather like The Rucing Driver’s 
BookofExcuses, The Motoring Hack’s Compendium 
of Cliches has most things covered. Whether it’s 
likening the sound of anything with a V8 to that of a NASCAR, 
using the term ‘cherry red’ to describe glowing brake discs or 
rejoicing in the nuggety pleasures of a particularly feelsome helm, 
we rarely miss an opportunity to trot out a hackneyed phrase. 

Another favourite is proclaiming that a swift, refined and 
comlortable car could be driven to some far-flung European 
location - normally the south of l-rance - in one hit without the 
driver feeling the slightest fatigue. Most of these expressions are 
cobblers, but this one has some validity. Or at least it did, in the 
days before cheap short-haul flights rendered the journalist’s 
notion of the great European road-trip redundant. 

It wasn’t so long ago (alright, it was 20 years ago), 
when working on Performance Car magazine, that five 
of us piled into a Citroen people-carrier and drove to 
Maranello, because it was considerably cheaper than 
flying. Similarly, in the early days of evo, Gus Gregory, 
editorial odd-job man John Hayman and I crammed 
ourselves into a Jaguar XKR on a Friday afternoon, arrived at the 
Maserati factory at breakfast time on Saturday, took a 3200GT 
away into the hills for a cover-story twin-test, then turned around 
and headed for home on Saturday evening. Many hours of fast 
nocturnal driving later we arrived back in Blighty for Sunday 
breakfast broken men, tripping out of our heads on Red Bull and 
needing emergency chiropractic treatment. But I digress. 

Nowadays if you book far enough in advance you could make 
umpteen flights to Italy for less than the cost of a tank of petrol, 
but i f you’ve experienced the uni olding story of a transcontinental 
drive then flying is never less than deadly dull. Factor in the 
inevitably stressful drive to the airport, increasingly drawn-out 
check-in times and endless security checks, and short-haul flights 
are about as convenient and enjoyable as a savage case of piles. 

With this in mind, when I received an invitation from Mercedes- 
Benz to fly or drive to the Geneva motor show, I elected to accept 
the offer of a car rather than a seat on an Airbus. I’d be lying if I 
said the prospect of slicing through a large chunk of France and 
Switzerland in a brand new S65 AMG Coupe didn’t sweeten the 
deal somewhat, but in all honesty I’d already decided I was going 
to Geneva by car before the fortuitous invite landed in my inbox. 
The only difference was that now I’d be doing so in £190k-worth 
of biturbo V12 coupe, rather than my long-term Megane Trophy. 

It’s been a while since I’ve done a proper journey, so I was 


pleased to feel that familiar fizz of excitement at the prospect 
of a big drive. Even setting a pre-dawn alarm didn’t dampen 
my enthusiasm, and when I met up with my old evo partner 
in crime, Andy Morgan, at Slansted Airport, the final essential 
component of a great journey - a good mate - was in place. 

Such trips are the perfect reminder of many things. Firstly, 
that Europe is a very large place. Secondly, that driving pleasure 
needn’t always hinge on going at it like your trousers are on fire. 
Thirdly, that it’s criminal French autoroutes have speed limits. 
And fourthly, if you’re going to do big miles you can’t beat the 
majesty of an equally big - and preferably turbocharged -V12. 

There’s something rather magical about plumbing a 
destination into the satnav, knowing that you’re three countries 
and 700 miles away. What at first seems like an insurmountable 
journey-time soon becomes something to relax into, and as the 


i miles melt beneath your wheels and the world streams by your 
windows, you find yourself reconnecting to the freedom driving 
bestows upon you. Go anywhere. Stop anywhere. Eat what 
you like, when you like. Drive fast, cruise slow. Listen to your 
favourite music as loud as you like, which in the case of the S65’s 
extraordinary Burmester 3D surround-sound system, with 24 
speakers and 1540 watts of amplification, is bloody loud. 

We barely tickled the S65’s V12 or its 621bhp and 7371b ft, but 
it didn’t seem to matter. Sometimes the unique pleasure of such a 
car is knowing what’s in reserve as much as using what you have. 

! Now, I’m not suggesting for a moment that borrowing this 

remarkable spaceship of a car on a jaunt to Geneva is in any 
way representative of normal life, but I’ve done enough big 
drives in all kinds of cars to know that whatever you take, if you 
genuinely love driving then you’ll always have an unpredictable, 
unforgettable time. As if to prove the point, fellow journalist and 
occasional contributor to evo, Colin Goodwin, drove the same 
journey solo in a Caterham Seven 160. Yes, he is bonkers, but 
his madness proves my point, and neatly leads me to the one 
motoring cliche that’s absolutely true: the best drives are always 
about the journey, and not the destination. □ 

■\ Richard is a contributing editor to evo 
O ©DickieMeaden I and one of the magazine’s founding team 



‘We arrived back in Blighty broken, 

tripping out of our heads on Red Bull’ 
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Trident_ redefined 



THE NEW^ TRIDENT 

C60 TRIDENT PRO 600 - Swiss made dive watch with automatic mechanical 
movement, zirconia ceramic bezel and water resistance to 60 bar/600m. 
Available in 38mm and 42mm case sizes, five dial/bezel combinations 
and four strap styles. 

SWISS MOVEMENT Chr-WARD ENGLISH HEART 

LONDON 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopherward.co.uk 



but look closely and you’ll find a wealth of variety and original thinking 


SLOUCHED ON THE SOFA IN FRONT OF 
the Brit awards, I found myself filling with bile 
and rancour. Not at the walking corpse gags given 
lo the guest presenters, although many were bad 
enough lo make your scalp shrink. And not at the 
sight of a man dressed as a minotaur accidentally dragging an old 
lady down some steps, because let’s be honest, that was hilarious. 

Beyond that, however, I became mired in a slough of despair 
at the state of popular music, starting with those cloying and 
(Tirporate acceptance speeches. There’s nothing wrong with 
good manners but, come on now, would Keith Richards thank his 
marketing department? Would Johnny Rotten give a shout out 
lo his management team and then list five names, one of which 
is registered at Companies House? No, he would not. He'd tell 
the establishment to sod off. he'd gob on the audience 
and then 40 years later he'd advertise some butter. We 
should probably ignore that last bit. 

Anyway, it wasn’t |ust the on-message acceptance 
diivel that stoked my Bril awards ire. It was the music 
Itself. I found myself thinking: is this what we’ve come 
to? We went through punk and acid house and grunge 
and every other spiky, reactionary, kick-down the- 
doors movement to ailive at mimsy, whimsy, blanket- 
sucking bed-wetters piping their faux- sensitive drivel into our ears 
before wiping away a fake tear so they can give mad props to their 
hair styling team? Blimey. It makes me want to actually weep. Not 
pretend lo weep while softly pawing at an acoustic guitar. 

As the night wore on, this spluttering indignation tipped 
inexorably into comparing the state of music lo the state of cars 
and realising with sadness that the story is not dissimilar. I started 
thinking back to the diversity and interest in the car market 20 , 
30 or 40 years ago. If you wanted a small family air, for example, 
you could have something rear- wheel-drive, or something with a 
boxer engine, or sonKthing with a flat-four and oleopneumatics. 
Even the much-derided Austin Allegro offered interconnected 
fluid suspension for an uncannily smooth ride. Further up the scale 
there were superairs with flat-12s, mid-engined runabouts for 
the price of a hatchback, saloon cars and sports airs with rotary 
engines. Where’s all thatgoiK, eh? It’s pathetic, really, lo see how 
we’ve squander ed such a spread of engineering and allowed it to be 
subsumed by a pall of bland grey mush. 

When I woke the next morning I realised soim-thing about my 
maudlin thoughts from tlic night before: they were bollocks. There 
is, it’s true, a bit more homogeneity in engineering these days, but 
there’s good reason for that. Pretty much every hatchback is front- 
wheel-diive with a crossways engine, MaePherson struts at the 


front and a beam axle or independent ‘multi-link’ suspension at 
the back because manufacturers, through trial and error, have 
realised that this w»>iks, just like they’ve realised certain layouts 
wink for supercars, some suspension systems don’t necessarily 
deliver enough benefit for the cost and complexity, and that 
rotary engines are basically rubbish. 

The generic layout of the average car might seem dispii iting, 
but now that engineers have settled on it. it means they’ve been 
able to refliK’ it, and that means we end up with the Iford Fiesta ST 
and the VW Coif R . Like w i se, you can bemoan the loss of everyday 
rear wheel dr ive and unusual engineering, but this very day you 
could go lo a Toyota dealer and buy a boxei -engined, rear-drive 
GT86 for £22,49S. Yet you never see them around, do you? 

On a similar tip, you could hark back lo the glory days of 


monster 12-cylinder Feiraris with their engines in the middle 
and wonder why they now consider a front-engined car, the 
F12, lo be an adequate standard bearer. Well actually, they 
don’t. The flagship of the Ferrari range is the idiotically named 
LaFei rari. And that’s where the real engineering innovation lies. 
Not in putting the engine behind the di iver but in the clever and 
forward thinking hybrid system . And this stuff will trickle down 
to the rest of the car world very soon. 

We’ve been in a period of stability for car engineering where 
everyone has settled on the basics for a small hatch, for a family 
car, for a luxury saloon, for a sports car, but now the race is on 
again to innovate and think laterally. How to save weight, how 
lo boost efficienc)', how to make something exciting to di ive by 
harnessing new technology in smart thinking ways. The industry 
isn’t flat and stagnant arxl depressing at the moment; when 
you think forward it’s actually teetering on the brink of braver 
answers to bigger questions and that means we live in hugely 
exciting and potentially very inspiring times for cars. 

Unlike the music industry, where the biggest excitement is an 
old lady falling backwards down some steps. □ 

■1 Richard is evo’s longest-serving columnist and is 
O ©sniffpetrol I also the keyboard behind sniffpetrol.com 



‘Everyone in car engineering has settled 
on the basics, but now the race is on 
again to innovate and think laterally’ 
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THE POWER 



Enhance your car's performance and sound with an Akrapovic exhaust system. Increased horsepower and torque 
with reduced weight - the engineering magic behind the outstanding performance and unmistakable sound of 
Akrapovic lies in the use of supreme materials that provide optimum exhaust flow. Because we don’t accept 
compromises when it comes to quality. 

To learn more about our exhaust systems and all the available features, please visit www.akrapovic.com 
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Don’t downplay Alonso’s accident at Barcelona, says Dario, who draws on 
his own experiences of an intangible but dangerous type of head injury 


I 1 I’VE BEEN INVOLVED IN MY FAIR SHARE 

of moiorsport shunts, culminating in the heavy 
collision at the 2013 Houston GP that forced me 
lo call I ime on my days as a racing drivei , so I can 
confidently say that speculating on the medical 
repercussions of such eventsisby and large a fool’s erranil. 

That said, one telling aspect of Fernando Alonso's incident 
during pre season testing was that his McLaren showed almost no 
deformation in the suspension after a crash at more than ISOmph. 
That was a sure sign that the Spaniai d, and not his racing car, had 
absorbed the brunt of the force of the impiict . This always hurts. 

There was no shower of caibonfibre debris, which is usually 
reassuring e\ idence of energy dissiptiting away from the driver. In 
fact the impact was similar lo those of the old single- 
seaters, which would crash and iK'thing would break 
- the only deformable component being the drivei! 

I magine si tting in a steel bathtub and somebody hitting 
it with a hammer. The shockwaves go straight through, 
which is what probably happened to Fernando. 

Fortunately he left hospital just a few days later, 
but the intense metlical attention and a subsequent 
announcement that Kevin Magnussen, the teant's 
young reserve driver, would take his grid spot at Melbourne raised 
a few eyebrows among fans and especially the media. Why were 
such precautions required after a fast but seemingly innocuous 
crash? The man was, after all, smiling and posing for photos 
outside hospital very shortly afterwai ds. 

The answer is probably that Alonso had been concussed, which 
in simple terms is a brain injury that results in a loss of cognitive 
function. Concussions are fairly common and most people fully 
recover - ingredients that have probably abetted the perception 
that these injuries are inconsequential. For a racing driver, nothing 
could be further from the truth, and the distressing mental health 
consequences for NFL players who suffer these injuries on a gamc- 
by-game basis is beginning to highlight the dangers further. 

I've suffered several concussions as a result of racing and 
there's no set time for recovery. Symptoms can also vary in both 
their nature and severity. Simply, concussions are worryingly 
ambiguous, and nobody outside of Fernando's inner circle will 
know the extent of the one he has suffereil. 

My first concussion came with a huge crash in pre -season testing 
at the wheel of one of Team Cr een’s Honda engined Reynai d 2KI 
chassis, which as far as I can remember had a hub failure. I broke 
my pelvis and took a strong blow to the head in the ensuing wreck, 
which had me pitchedinto the wall. My skull had missed the head- 


surround and connected directly with the concrete wall, deep 
into triple -figure speeds. The concussion was massive, and I 
drove the first race of the season still suffering the after-effect s. 

My pelvis was also floating around during that race at the 
Marlboro GP at the Homestead Miami Speedway, and when the 
mechanics dropped my car off the lacks during the first pit stop 
the world momentarily went Hack. The bone was still fractured 
in three places, but though the pain was intense it was the 
concussion that was ultimately more problematic. Some drivers 
recover in a matter of weeks, for others it can take a long, long 
time. It was two years before I felt the injury was fully behind me. 

That sounds like a long time, but when you really damage your 
brain it’s to be expected. Once in the cat, my mind simply wasn’t 


working the way it normally would. The focus wasn't quite there 
and my thought processes were not the same. The greatest worry 
in racing terms was that I wasn't as instinctive as usual. 

After another serious concussion in 2006 - this time during 
the Goodwood Revival, at the wheel of the famous 4 'WPD 
lightweight t type, and again at high speed - I recovered in 
only a month, which goes to show just how unpreiliciable these 
injuries can be. Of course. I’d had some practice by that point, but 
in all seriousness there are numerous minute factors that affect 
the outcomes of head trauma. In Fernando’s case the causal factor 
could be something as insignificant as the foam compound for 
the head surround that the team was using on that day. There are 
two types in FI : one for warm conditions and another for cold. 
If the warm compound was deployed in cool conditions it would 
firm up a little, which could perhaps be the difference between 
the head- surround doing its job and cushioning a blow, and 
exacerbating one. 

Fernando is so talented that he could win at Sepang and we 
still wotildn’t be able to say for sure whether the symptoms of his 
concussion had fully lifteil. And that’s the proNem. □ 

■\ Dario is a three-time Indy 500 winner 
O ©dariofranchitti I and four-time indyCar champ 



‘My skull missed the head-surround 
and connected with the concrete 
wall deep into triple-figure speeds’ 
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Inbox 

Who’s tied your cape too tight this month? 



Leave it on! 


I’ve been rather concerned to read in your pages about 
driveability issues with the BMW M4. However, perhaps all 
is not what it seems. Reading the RC F v M4 v RS5 group test 
(evo 206), I see that Mr Catchpole has pressed all the buttons 
that make everything sharper, and disabled the DSC before 
pressing on. While this maybe appropriate, even desirable, 
for Snetterton or the Stelvio, I’m not sure how it relates to 
Stevenage or Staines in a cold, wet February. I’m willing to 
bet many M-car owners rarely, if ever, turn off the DSC. 

Please can Henry, Dan or indeed anyone at evo Towers 
fire up an M4, leave all the buttons alone, drive it reasonably 
briskly on a damp, potholed rural British A-road, and then 
tell us whether or not they reached their destination safely, 
without the need to contact a bodyshop the following day? 

In doing so, I suggest that a prospective buyer would gain 
a much better idea of whether they could live with this 
exceptional car, or be at risk to life or limb in one. 

Peter Smith 





The Letter of the Month 
wins an Elliot Brown watch 

This month's star letter writer receives an Elliot Brown 
Canford 202-008 (pictured), worth £375. It features a 
black PVD brushed stainless steel case, a micro-grooved 
black dial with Superlumlnova and pale tan Indexes, and 
a matching pale tan oiled leather strap. 


ELLIOT BROWN* 


www.elliotbrownwatches.com 


Fantastic five 

Loved Richard Meaden's fantasy pub 
Idea (Outside Line, evo 206). My own 
Is called the Hack & Camshaft, and my 
guests would be motoring journalists 
whose words have given me so much 
pleasure over the years. 

Unfortunately the likes of Denis 
Jenkinson, Russell Bulgin and Leonard 
Setright are no longer with us, so 
as this would not be a seance, they 
cannot be invited. Instead my five 
guests would be Nigel Roebuck, 
perhaps the most insightful motor 
racing writer of our time; Chris Harris, 
who makes me laugh and keeps me 
absorbed in equal measure; Doug Nye, 
a motorsport historian who always 
comes across as an amusing cove 
with a good story to tell; Tony Dron, 
who always has a tale from his motor 
racing past to share; and of course 
Dickie Meaden himself. 

I think it would be a fascinating 
gathering, and everyone would get 
along swimmingly. I don’t mind 
meeting my heroes... 

Peter Herbert 

Perfectly focused 

Have just finished reading Richard 
Lane's 'Cologne Ranger’ piece in evo 
207. What a great read and what a 
fantastic car. The genuine enthusiasm 
alone in that article reminds me why I 
maintain my subscription to evo. 

I enjoy reading about the latest 
supercars and hyper-hatches as much 
as anyone, if only to see what I might 
be buying in five to ten years' time. 

But affordable performance cars like 
Richard's Mkl Focus RS are often more 
relevant to the average petrolhead like 
myself. You guys seem to manage the 
mix of cars better than most. 

Keep up the good work - and more 
updates on the Celica GT4, please! 
Paul Groves 



Above: last month's Mkl Focus RS drive 
story was right up Paul Groves’ street 


The soft option 

Look, evo people. I do - 1 admit it - 
expect more from you than the typical 
hacks. And it's not just the British 
accents that make my American brain 
assume that you are smarter than me. 
No, it's just something I have come 
to expect. 

But how many times do I have to 
read about a stiff damper setting 
being too harsh? 

I admit, as a Yankee, I want 
desperately for you to like - no, love - 
the Corvette Z06. So in your Z06 v GT3 
feature in evo 206, as things started 
to unravel, I felt I had been cheated; 
'Willow Springs is a bumpy old place 
and it makes the suspension in Track 
mode feel too harsh.' Hmm. 

‘And the steering is on the heavy 
side and it seems to mute the 
messages that filtered through well 
enough on the road in Sport mode.' 

I have a crazy idea; PUT IT IN SPORT 
MODE. Just because you are on a track 
doesn’t mean you have to have all the 
knobs turned toll. 

And this isn't your only 
transgression. I can't count the 
number of Audis you have bashed for 
having too harsh a ride with dampers 
set full stiff. There is a reason they are 
adjustable! 

Come on, guys. Live up to the 
accents. At least try it, and then you 
can tell me it still doesn't work. But 
until then, you have cheated me. 

John Salmon, Virginia, USA 

Fast fleece 

£34,000 for a Renault Megane with a 
few options (Fast Fleet, evo 206). 

Thirty. Four. Thousand. Pounds. For. 
A. Renault. Megane. 

And it's not even the most 
expensive one. 

I give up. 

BenArmitage, Jersey 



Above; our Megane Trophy long-termer is 
too expensive for Ben Armitage’s liking 
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Talking Point 


New Focus RS 

With four-wheel drive confirmed for the next Focus RS, and 
around 350bhp and a sub-£30k price tag anticipated, we asked if 
the Golf R’s days as leader of the hot hatch pack are numbered. 


Badge snobbery will make sure the 
Golf will continue to sell well. I’d 
imagine most people that can afford a 
£30k car are over 35 with kids and will 
probably prefer the Golf's better fit 
and finish. 

Holley 

I don't think there's anything wrong 
with Ford's fit and finish these days. 
That's not to say badge snobbery 
doesn't exist. However, I would say 
that Ford's RS brand holds a bit more 
cachet than VW's R brand, which is 
still relatively new to the market. 

The RS ought to steal business from 
the Golf. I'm not sold on the looks and 
the extra doors, but if it goes/drives 
well, I don't see any reason why it 
wouldn't sell. There are plenty of Ford 
fans out there, and the price seems 
reasonable in the current market. 
duncsSOO 

The five-door shell is just so dreary 
looking. It doesn't matter how much 
bling they stick to it - people want 
hot hatches to look cool, and this one 
doesn't. 

RichB 

I think if Ford can offer some 
attractive lease/PCP deals then the 
RS will be a massive success. 

scotta 

I am a huge performance Ford fan 
(owned two new Sapph Cossies), but I 
do not like FWD cars so lost interest in 
them after the Escort Cosworth. 

I am very excited about the new 
Focus RS. The looks have been toned 
down so it’s not so shouty/laddish. 


and the price, power and 4WD are all 
totally spot on. I would pick one in a 
heartbeat over the golf R. 

The only couple of niggles I have are 
that it lost the five-pot motor so does 
not sound very nice (but then neither 
does the Golf), and it's manual only, 
which is a pain in traffic. 

Philomena Cunk 

Isn't going 4WD the ultimate 
admission that the diff on the 
previous Focus RS versions was a bit 
rubbish really? 

MarkBT52 

Or that they previously were not given 
the budget to develop a 4WD system 
for the RS, despite their desires to 
do so. 

Marv 

I can't see the Focus stealing the 
(sales) crown from the Golf. It may 
well be a better performance car, but 
it doesn't have the cachet and that is 
all that matters. I would rather have 
the Golf, even if I would lose in a race. 
DeskJockey 

For me, it will have to comprehensively 
beat the upcoming Type R to get my 
signature. Then again, I'd rather buy a 
BMW M135i. For some strange reason, 

I don't want another VW, despite my 
Scirocco being a brilliant car. 

Alex_ 

People buy a Golf R mainly because 
they want discreet - hardly likely to 
attract the same buyers in my opinion. 

SimonB, aged 4 IV 2 and not into 
dayglo lairyRSs these days 


Join the discussion 

Keep an eye on evo.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/ 
evomagazine) to participate in our regular Talking Point debates. 
The best comments will be published here each month 
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From the forums: community.evo.co.uk/forums 

Thread of the Month 


T 

mr juiMhrod 

Your love for cars 


What moment cemented your love for cars? For me it 
was passing my test and being able to venture out on my own 
at last after years of lusting over motoring magazines 


I had a Ferrari 512BB Matchbox car when 
I was about four or five. Then my mum 
got me a book and there was a picture 
of a D-type Jaguar [pictured] racing car 
in it. i thought it was the most awesome 
thing ever. Never iooked back! 
ilmostro 

No idea, but apparentiy i used to make 
car noises before i could talk. 

NotoriousREV 

My dad's supercharged Mini (not MINI) 
Coopers. 

_Tim_ 

My dad works in the motor trade so I've 
always been around cars. One of my 
earliest memories is of me sitting on a 
milk crate holding on to the roll-cage as 
my dad donutted a Rover V8-engined 
Ford Zephyr until the tyres burst. 
zedleg 

When I discovered how ridiculously 
oversteery my Mk2 RS2000 was. 

Crisp white. 

Matchbox. 

Carpet. 

mik 


Playing with a green die-cast 911 (the 
bigger scale, not the Matchbox size) on 
the carpet and lying down so my head 
was on the floor watching the dust flick 
up and stick to the wheelarches and 
ducktail spoiler. I went on an epic road 
tripin my mind that day. 

Also, '70s/'80s TV. The Professionals, 
hVtxfer, DukesofHdZiaid, Knight Pictei, 
and the daddy: the opening credits of 
The Cannonbaii Run. Anything with a car 
in it boosted my love of cars. 
Gwaredd 

My mum says I could name cars from 
the age of two, and I can recall making 
her stand and wait for the owner to 
come out of the local Citroen dealer so 
I could watch his orange Citroen CX rise 
up. The owner was a young guy who 
was so chuffed someone thought his 
car was cool that he gave it the beans 
suspension-wise. 

Gavin 

After I was born, my dad drove me and 
my mum home from hospital in a red 
Alfa Romeo Giulia Super. I believe that's 
what did it. 

Wilspeeds 



Thread of the Month wins a Road Angel safety 
camera & blackspot alert device worth £159.99 



The cf “gmator of the best evo forum 
th'ead wins a Road Angel Gem+. The 
Gem+ automatically updates its camera 
database as you drive and allows users to 
share the locations of 'live' camera vans. 

ROAD ANGEL ’ 
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The weight of 
expectation 



Led by the charismatic Andreas Preuninger, Porsche 
Motorsport - maker of the extraordinary 911 GTS and GTS 
RS models - has finally turned its attention to the sweetly 
balanced Cayman. The wait is over. . . 


by RICHARD MEADEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH 



PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 




VERY NOW AND AGAIN A CAR COMES 

along that you just want. No objectivity, no 
hesitation, just a deep, insistent yearning that 
gnaws away at your insides until you can bear it 
no longer. Right now that car is the Cayman G'1'4. 

As the first non-911 to be put through Andreas 
Preuninger’s GT department boot camp at 
Weissach, the G r4 is unquestionably the Cayman 
we’ve all been waiting for. One with significantly 
increased power and torque, more attitude and 
aggression, all the chassis trickery you could wish 
for and the more deeply rooted desirability that 
comes from simply being the GT3’s little brother. 

Yes, I know some of you will probably be spitting 
out splintered tooth enamel at the merest mention 
of the Gr4’s name. Limited dealer allocations. 


long-term deposit holders and the continuing 
feeding frenzy that surrounds any and every 
special series performance car have conspired to 
also make the GT4 that most infuriating of cars; 
the one we all want, but only a handful have been 
able to buy. 

That’s particularly painful when the car in 
question was conceived to lower the entry point 
to Porsche’s GT range. With a starting price below 
£65,000 - though think £10,000 more by the time 
it’s been optioned - it’s a genuine bargain, but as 
many of the first customers (in the UK at least) 
seem to already own GT3s, RSs and even 918 
Spyders, it seems, for now at least, that the GT4 
is the last piece in the Porsche collector’s puzzle. 
People will always accuse Porsche of deliberately 
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‘The more 
aggressive aero 
kit lends the 
GT4 just enough 
race- car menace 
without trying 
too hard’ 


manipulating the opposing forces of supply and 
demand, but it seems the factory has genuinely 
been surprised by the instant success of this car. 

All of which makes a place on the G'm’s 
iniernational press launch one of the hottest 
licker s of the year. We fly from the UK to Faro, way 
down on the Atlantic coast of Portugal’s Algarve 
region. Home to some of the finest and quietest 
roads in southern Europe, and the magnificent 
Portimao circuit, it’s a venue made for the Cayman 
G'r4; a car conceived and engineered to be as 
gifted on great roads as it is on a great racetrack. 

We arrive at the Porsche Centre Faro to quite 
a sight: a neat row of GT4s, each a different 
colour and arranged like jcss’cls sparkling in the 
sunshine. We’ve bagged one in Guards Red - an 


old-school colour for this freshest of Porsches, and 
one that really suits the car. 

The shape and stance look even better in the 
mclal than they did in those eaily press shots. 
Broader, lower and beefier, it's a truly iithletic 
machine, the more aggressive aero kit lending 
it just enough race car menace without trying 
too hard. 

It’s the first Cayman to be pressed into the 
ground by genuine downforcc. You can even 
adjust the rear wing’s angle of attack to increase 
the aero, but you also need to remove a coujile 
of bungs covering the diffuser channels that run 
over the front axle. You have to do this post sale, 
and Porsche advises it’s for track only, as there’s 
a legality issue in Germany, but I’m pretty sure 
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PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 


‘The GT4’s gearbox 
is one of the 
finest examples 
of the H-pattern 
manual you’ll ever 
experience’ 


most owners will do it and be damned. I don’t 
know about you, but I'm a sucker for these sneaky 
homologation-special-style tweaks, so the G'r4 
scores extra kudos for this aero adjustment alone. 

If I was buying a G'r4 I’d definitely order it with 
the 918 Spyder's carbon bucket seats. They look 
great, weigh less and locate you low in the car. 
They are also a required option if you want to 
go for the Club Sport Package, as you need the 
harness slots to accommodate the six-point safety 
belts. Of course, you also get the roll- cage (which 
is very neat and doesn’t impinge on the rear 
luggage compartment) and a fire extinguisher. 
You can even get a front section to the cage if you 
want to go racing. . . 

The Sport Chrono Package adds the natty little 
analogue stopwatch in the dash, but you can also 
add the Porsche Track Precision app, which uses 
your smartphone to download lap data from 
the car and record video. It’s an incredibly neat 
system and an addictive tool for improving your 
performance. Finally, you can also have a lap 
trigger installed to record lap times like a pro. It’s 
the same system used in the 919 Hybrid, which 
basically means you win any paddock argument. 

Star of the GT4’s cockpit is something called a 
‘gearlever’, protruding from the centre console. 
There’s also a third pedal in the footwell for 
controlling the clutch. In this, a left-hand-drive 
GT4, the driver has to synchronise the movement 
of their right hand and left foot when operating the 
aforementioned lever and pedal, but it means this 
radical new transmission offers an infinite range 
of shift times, the only limitation being the speed 
and skill with which the driver can operate it. I 
confidently predict this bold new technology will 
replace the more common, heavier twin-clutch 
paddleshift systems over the coming years. . . 

I’m being facetious, but it really is a joy to be 



presented with a new high-performance car 
that has the confidence to acknowledge the fact 
that some of us still love driving cars because 
we have to interact with them. What’s more, the 
GT4’s gearbox is one of the finest examples of the 
H-pattern manual you’ll ever experience. The GT 
department has sprinkled some of its fairy dust on 
the shift mechanism, and they’ve also chopped 
20mm from the lever itself for an even snappier 
action. If you want to remind yourself how a great 
gearbox feels, this is the car in which to do so. 

The launch programme sees us head out 
on a fabulous route through the hills, so we’re 
quickly immersed in what the GT4 has to offer. 
It immediately feels on another level from lesser 
Caymans. The steering - electro-mechanical - 
is laser-accurate, nicely weighted and perfectly 
responsive, which is just as you’d expect given the 
front-end hardware is pure 991 GTS. The damping 
has a miraculous pliancy in its Normal setting, 
and even Sport retains a surprising measure of 
suppleness and low-speed comfort. The former 
mode is deemed optimal for the Nordschleife - 
surely the ultimate country road - while Sport 
is honed for the smooth, open expanses of more 
modern circuits such as Portimao. Whichever you 
select, this car has everyday ride comfort. 


Above: Alcantara-clad Interior 
features a short-shift gearlever 
along with a smaller diameter 
steering wheel. Optional seats, 
taken from the 918 Spyder, 
are recommended. Right: 
push through a thin layer of 
protective understeer and the 
Cayman GT4 exhibits scarcely 
believable balance and poise 
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‘If you’re up for it, the GT4 
thrives on being freed from 
electronic intervention’ 



The engine is donated by the 991 Carrera S. Its 
vital stats are 380bhp and 3101b ft- up a significant 
45bhp and 301b ft on the previous most potent 
Cayman, the GTS, and substantial figures for a 
car weighing 1340kg with fluids (5kg lighter than 
the manual GTS). It’s not a Porsche Motorsport 
engine, so doesn’t rev to the heavens (the red line 
is set at 7800rpm), but it does have a lightweight 
dual-mass flywheel to give it a bit more zip. It feels 
and sounds considerably ballsier than the GTS; 
the added torque in particular is most welcome. 
It gets on top of the first three gears, which are 
notoriously leggy and generally prove too much 
for the weedier models to pull with any conviction, 
so it’s now less common to find yourself becalmed 
in the dead zone where ratio and torque curve 
conflict. Still, the elastic reach of second and third 
gears does mean you rarely need to swap cogs on 
a windy road. Given how nice the ’box is to use, 
that’s a shame, but at least that tall gearing is no 
longer a deal-breaker. 

Running on GT4-specific Michelin Pilot Sport 
Cup 2s, there’s grip and poise to spare. At moderate 
to brisk speeds the GT4 flows beautifully from 
corner to corner, PASM absorbing any lumps and 
bumps, steering providing you with just enough 
feedback to gauge how much grip you’re using and 
how much remains in reserve. Our test car is fitted 
with ‘red’ brakes. That’s to say cast iron discs, but 
the progression and stopping power is none the 
worse for that. We always tend to recommend 
the optional ‘yellow’ carbon ceramic brakes on 
911s and Caymans, for they bring subtle but 
worthwhile improvements to wheel control and 
turn-in, not to mention greater durability and fade 
resistance, but the standard stoppers are pretty 
special in their own right. 

Being a Porsche, there are electronic traction 
and stability systems, which work extremely well, 
but, being a Porsche, you can also switch them off. 
If you’re up for it, the GT4 thrives on being freed 
from any electronic intervention, because once you 
get truly dialled-in to its responses and balance, 
you can really attack through the turns. As you’d 
expect - and want - it’s beautifully neutral, with a 
hint of steadying understeer when you breach the 
limit. It gives you the confidence to push hard, but 
it also gives you the option to tweak the balance 
with a subtle lift of the throttle as the front-end 
begins to soak up lateral load. From here you can 
delicately reintroduce the power to get the GT4 at 
a delicious phase where it seems to float, rear-end 
just beginning to slip, but only requiring the tiniest 
steering correction to balance. Or you can pitch it 
in, use the torque-vectoring mechanical limited- 
slip differential to rotate the rear, then punch the 
throttle and slide from apex to exit. It’s a process 
that now feels natural in the Cayman, rather than 
a little reluctant, but you need to pick your corner 
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Cayman 

GT4RS? 


EXPECT PORSCHE TO announce a 
GT4 RS before the 981-generation 
Cayman receives its midlife 
facelift - iikeiy within 18 months. 
Following the RennSport tradition, 
the RS will be lighter than the 
GT4 by around 30kg and you can 
expect a Perspex rear window, a 
carbonfibrebonnet,atitanium 
exhaust and a pared down interior. 

Andreas Preuninger has already 
gone to town on the GT4's chassis, 
so don't expect any changes for 
the RS, save for lighter, centre- 
lock alloy wheels. Brakes will be 
the same as the GT4’s, which 
Preuninger admits is over-braked. 

Without substantial reworking 
to the induction system, the GT3's 


flat-six won't fit the Cayman, at 
least not with a manual gearbox, 
so expect the RS to feature the 
GT4's engine but with a healthy 
30bhp more, increasing peak 
output to 410bhp. The manual 
'box is likely to be a keeper, too. 

Being a mid-engined car, the 
GT4 RS's aero requirements will 
be different to those of the new 
GT3 RS, so the front-wing slats 
shown in our rendering probably 
won't be necessary (although we'd 
still like to see them!), but a more 
aggressive front splitter and rear 
wing are all but guaranteed. 

And the price? Don't expect 
much change from £85,000. 
Stuart Gallagher 


because that lofty second gear can prove loo tall 
for tyre smoking lomfoolery. 

Next morning we head lo Poriimao to explore 
the G'l'4’s performance lo its absohile limits. 
Wc 've said it before, but this circuit is absoliilcly 
sensational. Peihaps even Europe’s finesi, Spa 
incluilcd. As such it’s the perfect stage for the 014 
to strut its stuff. In essence what we discovered 
on the road holds true on the track. There’s that 
impressive foursquare, muscular hold of the 
tarmac, reduced roll and fine precision. You also 
appreciate the added grunt from the motor, both 
up the many steep inclines and down the endless 
start-finish straight, where it really gets up and 
goes. Braking power and siaNlity are just as 
you'd expect from Porsche, with no fade or noisy 
protests from tortured pads and discs. In short, it’s 
supremely fit for purpose. 

Depending on the position of the thrcc-way 
adjustable anti-roll bars, you can have a car 
that’s neutral to understeery or decidedly more 
ovei steery. The former can be frustrat ing i f you’re 
up for fun (or killing tyres for your photographer 
and film maker), but it does make for a car that 
makes you focus on youi lines, braking points and 
economy of input. Push loo hard and it pushes 


Above; adjustable anti- 
roll bars mean the front 
end can be stiffened for 
the fastest lap times or 
softened -along with a 
tightened rear -for pure 
enjoyment... Opposite 
page, bottom: 
enormous 911 GT3-spec 
carbon ceramic brakes 
are an option, but the 
standard cast iron discs 
(fitted here) do a superb 
job of reining in 1340kg 
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Above: bespoke Michelin Pilot 
Sport Cup 2 tyres offer up 
impressive grip... but make a 
convincing bonfire if the mood 
takes you. Opposite: the GT4’s 
rev-counter is front and centre, 
as is the Porsche way 


wide, but nail every phase >'f braking, turn-in 
and throttle appbcntion and it pops out of corners 
like a champagne cork. Unsurprisingly, this is 
Walter Rdhrl's preferred setup, but he is basically 
a lap time cyborg. For the less aWc, more juvenile 
di ivers amongst us - yes, that s you at the back 
- the softer front end and suffer rear is the more 
lively and enterttining combination. Crucially, 
the G'1’4 gives you that choice, which ultimately 
IS what sets it apart from less di iver focused cars. 

The problem with people like us is, when we’re 
given something good, we immediately want 
something a little bit better. Thai s why no sooner 
had Porsche announced the Cayman 014 than 
we all started fantasising about a Cayman GT3, 
with the guts from a 991 GTS dropped into its 
belly. It’s a lovely thought, but you’d have to ask 
yourself why Porsche would do that? Or, given the 


opportunity, you’d ask Andreas Preuninger, which 
is exactly what I did. 

If you’ve just spent the last 22 months making a 
proper drivers’ car out of the Cayman, it must boil 
the contents of your bladder to be immediately 
quizzed about the next step, but Preuninger knows 
us well enough and that such questions are born 
from an insatiable appetite for the cars he and his 
team create. There’s a bit of a sigh when he realises 
where my conversation is going, but from the raft 
of very plausible technical reasons why a Cayman 
GTS would effectively mean an almost entirely re- 
engineered machine, it’s clearly a car he’s given 
some thought to. I’m sure he could find a solution 
to the challenges such a reworking would entail, 
but the one obstacle I suspect even the redoubtable 
AP would struggle with is how on Earth Porsche 
would make sense of it from a model hierarchy 
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CAYMAN GT4 


‘Does the GT4 
do as good a 
job of elevating 
the Cayman’s 
capabilities as 
the GTS does for 
the 911?’ 


Engine Flat-six, 3800cc 
Power 380bhp § 740 0rpm 
Torque 3101b ft @ 4750-6 0 0 0rpnn 
Transmission Six-speed manual, rear-wheel drive, 
limited-slip differential, PSM, PTV 
Front suspension MacPherson struts, coil 
springs, PASM dampers, adjustable anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension MacPherson struts, coil springs, 
PASM dampers, adjustable anti-roll bar 
Brakes Ventilated discs, 380mm front and rear, 
ABS,EBD 

Wheels 8.5 x 20in front, 11 x 20in rear 
Tyres 245/35 ZR20 front, 295/30 ZR20 rear 
Weight 1340kg 

Power-to-weight 288bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.4sec (claimed) 

Top speed 183mph (claimed) 

Basic price £64,451 
On sale Now 

evo rating: ★★★★★ 


perspeciivc. Asl^ the same money for it as a 991 
GTS? Less? More? Withdraw the 911 from racing 
and malte the Cayman top dog? Answers on a 
postcard, please. 

Perhaps the more valid question to ask is 
whether the GT4 does as good a job of elevating 
the Cayman’s capabilities as the GTS does the 911. 
Relatively speaking I think it does, for where the 
Cayman, Cayman S and Cayman GTS feel like 
small incremental evolutions, the GT4 is a major 
leap forwards, both in outright ability and sheer 
desirability. It’s an authentic, engineering-led 
project for hardcore enthusiasts. For us the biggest 
news is that the GT4 deliberately puts driver 
enjoyment and engagement above the ruthless 
pursuit of raw performance. It’s a refreshing 
approach and one that makes it brilliant fun on 
road and track. Do believe the hype. □ 
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Best of 
the Rest 



Porsche never signed off a car capable of 
cannibalising sales of its revered 911 , but 
that’s not to say Stuttgart’s less esteemed 
sports cars should be forgotten. . . 


by DAN PROSSER and JETHRO BOVINGDON 
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT 


O N THE EVIDENCE OF RICHARD MEADEN’S 

review on the preceding pages, the new Cayman GT4 ranks 
among the very best non-911 Porsches of all time. Over the 
following 12 pages we’ll take a detailed look at six more of 
the marque’s finest works that are not badged ‘911’, from a bruising V8 GT 
to a dainty 1960s roadster. 

While Jethro Bovingdon refamiliarises himself with the best of Porsche’s 
front-engined cars - among them a 924 derivative that carries a scarcely 
credible price tag - Dan Prosser considers the company’s mid-engined 
masterpieces. What you will not have spotted in this group photograph, 
however, is either the Carrera GT or 918 Spyder. An objective of this test 
was to keep it rooted in the real world, and while those two supercars do 
undoubtedly make a case for being Porsche’s finest achievements full stop, 
we were determined to allow the more accessible cars to shine. 

evo is known for nothing if not its love for the 911. As we’ll find out over 
the coming pages, though, Porsche would be a storied sports car maker 
even if its defining creation had never come about. 
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engined 



Never let it be said that 
Porsche doesn’t know how 
to engineer a front-engined 
sports car. Here’s the proof 


by JETHRO BOVINGDON 


I T SEEMS ONLY RIGHT AND PROPER 
to kick off any feature on Porsche with a 
homologation special. No other manufacturer 
forges links more closely between molorsport and its 
road cars, or recognises that invaiiaNy what's good for 
racing - less weight, more power, improved braking and 
more sophisticated suspension - is just as effective and 
thiilling away from the heat of competition. Porsche's 
homologation machines have come to almost define the 
company, and every flared arch, thinner windscreen, 
bigger intake or exotic engine material has become a 
symbolic part of what sets these cars apart - that direct 
connection with international motorsport. 

Of course, in your mind’s eye you’re now seeing a flame- 
spitting 993 GT2 or the grotesquely stretched form of a 
911 GTl, or maybe the 11-inch-wide rear wheels from a 
’73 2.8 RSR. However, even the humble 924 spawned a 
homologation creation that allowed it to contest Le Mans 
under Group 4 regulations in 1980, and that’s where our 
front-engined journey begins, with the incredibly rare 
and (forgive me 924 diehards) laughably valuable 924 
Carrera GTS. 

In fact, the Carrera GTS is an evolution of the original 
Group 4 homologation car, the Carrera GT, of which 406 
were made in 1981. The more powerful and more extreme 
GTS numbered only 59, of which 15 were the ultimate of 
the breed, the Club Sport, complete with an aluminium 
roll-cage, more turbo boost pressure and bodies built from 
even thinner gauge steel. ‘Our’ non-Club Sport GTS is 
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Above; all 59 examples 
of the hardcore 924 GTS 
were painted red and 
featured a pugnacious 
bodykit and numerous 
mechanical revisions over 
the 924 GT. Left: Porsche’s 
modern habit of charging 
the customer more for 
lighter cars wasn’t always 
thecase-the968CS was 
less expensive than the 
standard model. Right: 

Cologne-based racing 
outfit Kremerhasaiong 
and illustrious history 
with the Porsche brand, 
highlighted here on the 924 
GTS’s glovebox 


owned by Ricky Ceasei, who is a font of all knowledge on 
these cars, runs the Porsche Club register for the Carrera 
GT and GTS and has never let anybody drive his pride 
and joy before today. . . We elect not to start with the full- 
blooded oversteer shot. Oh, and by the way, this Carrera 
GTS is insured for £180,000. 

So it’s a special car and, as you’d hope and expect, is 
vastly upgraded over its more humble brethren. All 59 
GTS examples are left-hand drive and finished in red. 
They feature lightweight, distended glassfibre wings and 
a glassfibre bonnet, and the GT’s pop-up lights are gone 
- instead there are Perspex covers. The 1984cc engine 
is of course turbocharged. It gained an intercooler for 
the Carrera GT, taking power to 207bhp. However, the 
GTS’s intercooler is front-mounted for better efficiency 
and, running Ibar of boost pressure, realises 242bhp at 
6250rpm and 2471b ft at SOOOrpm, set against just 1121kg. 
There are also unique forged pistons, new aluminium arms 
for the semi-trailing-arm rear suspension, and unique coil 
springs. The car is also fully rose-jointed. 

I love the stretched look of the GTS and those gorgeous 
Fuchs alloys - you wonder if the driving experience could 
possibly be so aggressive and muscular. The driving 
position isn’t great, with the steering wheel set too far 
away and too low - it’s almost on my knees, even with a 
smaller aftermarket wheel fitted. The five-speed ’box 
has first on a dog-leg and as you shadow-box a few shifts 

‘I love the stretched, 
swollen look of the 
GTS and those 
gorgeous Fuchs alloys’ 



to get a feel for it, the throw seems very long and slightly 
awkward. I sense the GTS won’t immediately feel ‘right’ in 
the way that the more familiar RS and GT Porsches always 
seem to. Still, I’m excited as the gruff engine fires up and I 
pull the gearlever towards me and back for first. 

The first few yards are dominated by all sorts of noises. . . 
the rattling of the rose joints, the deep, coarse note of the 
engine overlaid with chirps and flutters of the plumbing 
for the KKK K26 turbocharger, and me, heaving at the 
weight of the non-assisted steering. It really does feel 
physical. With speed the steering lightens very nicely 
and there’s real, authentic feel bubbling back through the 
wheel. The chassis is pretty soft by today’s standards but 
such is the low mass of the GTS that the body control feels 
accurate and effortless. It’s quick, too. Porsche puts the 
car at 0-62mph in 6.2 seconds and, when the engine hits 
boost at a little over SOOOrpm and roars around to over 
6000rpm, you can certainly believe it. 

Understandably (but slightly frustratingly!) Ricky isn’t 
about to let me drive the GTS for mile upon mile and nor 
will I pretend that I get a full dynamic picture of the car on 
my short experience. But as a taster it’s pretty tantalising. 
The GTS comes across as tiny, light and nimble, and the 
feel, particularly through the steering and the brakes, is 
superb. In simple terms, it’s just a lot of fun. 

It seems right to forget chronological order and jump 
straight from the lightweight, hardcore GTS to the 
lightweight, hardcore 968 Club Sport. Ken Goad’s example 
is a real peach - it’s done 163,000 miles but he’s been right 
through the car, fitting new KW suspension and refreshing 
all the bushes at the same time. The result is that it feels 
taut, accurate, superbly poised and exudes a feeling that 
every last detail has been honed to a fine finish. There’s 
certainly greater depth of ability here than in the whiz- 
bang GTS, although not quite as much power, at 236bhp. 

The Club Sport is already deified by many and values 
are starting to reflect that, but it’s worth remembering that 
this 968 wasn’t exactly the most comprehensive Porsche 
lightweight special of all time. Essentially, Porsche took 
the apparently underwhelming standard car, junked the 
rear seats along with plenty of sound-deadening, removed 
the electric window and mirror motors and the rear 
wiper, fitted some 17-inch wheels, revised and lowered 
the suspension by 20mm and, hey presto, the Club Sport 
was born. The M030 suspension package was a desirable 
one, bringing stiffer springs and adjustable Koni dampers, 
thicker anti-roll bars, 304mm cross-drilled front brakes 
and a 40 per cent limited-slip differential. 

By stripping away a bit of tinsel, Porsche really created 
something special. The Club Sport was around 50kg 
lighter, at 1320kg, and - amazingly - £6000 cheaper than 
the standard car, at £28,975. Instantly the 968 went from 
critical zero to fawned-over hero. Does it still feel quite 
as special as it once did? Again, time is tight and mileage 
limited, but the Club Sport gets so much right it’s easy to 
see why it was so critically acclaimed. The big 3 -litre four- 
cylinder engine has a booming, torquey delivery and yet 
remains smooth and full of energy as the revs rise. The ’box 
is weighty and has a similarly long throw to the 924’s but 
is more precise and feels stronger. Power assistance may 
now be present for the steering, but it’s mild and retains 
the weight and textured feedback, so you instantly feel 
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completely locked-in to what the front wheels are doing. 

The ride on the KWs is firmer than in other 968s I’ve 
tried and I like the accuracy it brings, although over the 
nastily corrugated roads near Silverstone the wheels can 
fidget and shake from time to time. The structure, too, 
is palpably lacking the rigidity we’ve come to expect in 
recent years. Maybe a roll-cage wouldn’t be a bad upgrade. 
However, overall the Club Sport has a really infectious 
character defined by that brawny engine and the similarly 
robust feel to all the controls. It feels like it wants you to 
get stuck in and discover its ultimate balance. Today, sadly, 
isn’t that day, but it’s a tantalising teaser of what a fully fit 
968 Club Sport can feel like. To be continued. . . 

I’m not sure what to expect of the 928 GT. I’ve never 
driven Porsche’s big front-engined bruiser in any form 
but I’ve always been fascinated by them. They look ’70s 
sci-fi cool, have a massive great V8 and, by all accounts, 
are a bit of a hooligan. What’s not to like? Of course the 
usual answer to that question is: ‘the crappy old automatic 
gearbox it’s fitted with’, but the GT is a manual-only model 
(with first on a dog-leg once again) and its 5-litre version 
of the M28 V8 produces a strong 326bhp at 6200rpm and 
3171b ft at 4100rpm. Porsche claimed 0-62mph in 5.8 
seconds for this 1580kg car and a top speed of 171mph. 

Never mind the numbers, though. Feel the noise. Simon 
Thorpe’s 928 GT has a full stainless steel exhaust system 
fitted (he keeps the OE silencers for longer journeys) and it 
sounds sensational: part small-block Chevy, part modern 



Above: the 928 GT’s 
enormous 5-litre V8 makes it 
a real firecracker, helping to 
dispatch the sprint to 62mph 
in a scant 5.8 seconds. 
Right: a more focused 
iteration of a machine already 
homologated for Le Mans is a 
very special thing indeed... 


AMG V8 and wholly thunderous. It’s just rude in the best 
possible way and sets expectations for what this 928 will 
deliver. In other words, forget everything you know about 
subtle, delicate 911-style thrills and get ready for big noise, 
big flavours and a genuinely unique experience. Like 
the 968, this GT has been thoroughly overhauled in the 
suspension department and dynamically feels about as 
close to a new 928 as you could hope to find. 

You sit pretty high with that big but thin-rimmed four- 
spoke steering wheel a bit of a reach away. The gearbox 
is really heavy but the steering itself is quite light. That 
sounds like a real mismatch, but somehow, just stroking 
the 928 around the access roads of Silverstone to the exit 
gate, everything feels just right. The ride is firm but flat 
and the 928 has the sense of heft you expect, yet with an 
underlying agility. I suspect I’m going to rather enjoy it out 
on the road. 

And so it proves. The engine is really special, not 
bursting with performance but with enough grunt to 
justify the howling war-cry and just full of character. The 
front-end of the car is superbly faithful, requiring a fair bit 
of lock to get turned-in but then holding its line beautifully 
and resisting understeer outstandingly. The steering 
isn’t exactly alight with feel but the GT still manages to 
communicate grip levels and the road surface really nicely. 
It just feels honest, straightforward and balanced, as you’d 
hope from a front-engined/transaxle car, I suppose. But 
the quality of the damping, the feel of the brakes and the 
big, weighty gearbox action infer a sense of class that’s 
above and beyond even the excellent raw ingredients. 

As with the Carrera GTS and the Club Sport, my time 
behind the wheel is over all too quickly, but the 928 GT 
proves Porsche knows a thing or two about dynamism and 
excitement, even when the engine isn’t hanging out the 
back and creating its own unending puzzle to solve. These 
are all properly engaging machines and in each there’s a 
strand or two of that Porsche magic - the sense of purpose 
shot through the fizzing 924, the precision and attention 
to detail abundant in the Club Sport, and the big, bold 
character and useability of the 928 GT. Me? Tm still a 911 
man when all’s said and done, but I’d fancy a 928 with a 
manual ’box and a laissez-faire attitude towards exhaust 
silencing for a bit of a laugh, too. 



PORSCHE 

924 CARRERA GTS 

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 
Power 242bhp @ 6250rpm 
Torque 2471b ft @ 3000rpm 
Weight 1121kg 

Power-to-weight 219bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.2sec (claimed) 
Top speed 158mph (claimed) 

Vaiue today £180,000 
evo rating ★★★★★ 



PORSCHE 

928 GTS 

Engine V8, 4957cc 
Power 326bhp @ 6200rpm 
Torque 3171b ft § 4100rpm 
Weight 1580kg 

Power-to-weight 210bhp/ton 
0-62mph5.85ec (claimed) 
Top speed 171mph (claimed) 
Value today £18,000-25,000 

evo rating ★★★★'A' 



PORSCHE 

968 CLUB SPORT 

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 2990cc 
Power 236bhp @ 6200rpm 
Torque 2251b ft § 4100rpm 
Weight 1320kg 

Power-to-weight 182bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.5sec (claimed) 
Top speed 157mph (claimed) 
Value today £18,000-30,000 

evo rating ★★★★★ 
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Mid- 

engined 



Even discounting the Carrera 

GT and 918 Spyder, there 
have been some exceptional 
mid’Cngined Porsches 


by DAN PROSSER 


N O FEWER THAN FOUR DECADES 

separate the oldest car in this trio from 
the second oldest. The world became such 
a profoundly different place in the years 
from 1970 to 2010 - and Porsche a performance car 
manufacturer of unrecognisabi e stature - that it would be 
glib and then some to suggest a pulsing common thread 
runs between these three cars. It’d be narrative licence 
stretched to the point where it fades to white and snaps 
like an clastic band. But after a day in the sunshine at 
Silverstonc, there will seem to be a faint lineage. 

With no carbonfibre chassis, wailing V-engine or hybrid 
powertrain in sight, the little green 914-6 is allowed room 
to breathe. In the company of Porsche’s supercars it would 
inevitably suffoail e and, for the way those set-square lines 
and that eyes-closed expression sit so beautifully at odds 
with the fluid and curvaceous aesthetics of the Boxster 
and Cayman, that would be a shame. In fact, there’s so 
little to mark out this mouse-like car as a Porsche that most 
enquiring onlookers would think you were lying. 

The91 4 was a joint project with Volkswagen, which goes 
some way to explaining the lack of familial resemblance. 
In the late 1960s Porsche’s entry-level model was a four- 
cylinder 911, badged 912. The board came to believe that 
the 912 was all too clearly the 911’spooriclalioii, and so it 
was deemed necessary to offer buyers an affordaNe mode 1 
that was easily distinguishable from its halo product. 

Originally, a gentlemen’s agreement between the two 
manufacturers stipulated that Porsche would sell six- 
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cylinder versions of the 914 , while fout-cylinder models 
would carry a VW badge. During 1968 a pantomime of 
untimely deaths and dishonoured agreements played 
interminably out until the cost of production rocketed. 
The consequence was that Porsche offered both four- and 
six-cylinder versions of the 914 , badged 914-4 and 914-6 
respectively, and that the more expensive version cost 
hanlly any less than a 911 of the time. While the 4 went 
on to sell close to 120.000 units around the world across 
seven model years, fewer than 3400 6s ever found homes. 

The more powerful moilcl was a resounding commercia 1 
flop, then, but today's market cares not for the crudity of a 
solid business case. The 914-6 is the desirable model now 
and a clean example, such as Kevin Claikc’s 1970 Irish 
Green cat, can be worth in excess of £50.000, which just 
about makes it the most valuaNe car here. 

While the photography team manoeuvres cars into 
position for the group shot, I have a poke around the 914. 
It seems impossibly small. The styling is so minimalist, 
almost to the point of being without fonri, and the cabin 
makes no concession to convenience or luxury beyond a 
heiUer. Just as I'm beginning to wonder if I can pick the 
thing up and put it in my pocket, Aston 'Is That 1 lis Real 
Name?’ Parrott baiksat me to get out of his shot. 

The Boxsier and Cayman are entirely more familiar. To 
my eyes their basic shapes have been shown up somewhat 
by the muscular 981-generation versions that followed, 
with their assertive expressions and visual tension, but at 
least in limited -edition Spyder and R forms theyareclearly 
not run- of the -mill models. David Noble, who owns both, 
has evidently become quite adept at removing the Spyder 's 
unusual tent-like fabi ic roof over the years, but the minute 
or two it takes even him to stow it beneath the distinctive 
double bubble rear deck serves as a reminder that this was 
a car for the more committed enthusiast. 

As a paid up member of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of BMW Phoenix Yellow, I do find the Cayman 
R’s Peridot Green hard to swallow, but with the smoked 
headlights, black graphics and contrasting trim it does at 
least look purpose ful . By the time Ast on presses his shutter 
button for the last time. I'm itching to jump in and drive. 

But fiist, the 914-6. When it was introduced back in 
1969, this cai 's spec sheet must have read like a blueprint 
for the two-seat sports cai. The 2 litre, six-cylinder boxer 
engine was mounted midships and drove the rear wheels. 
The geai box was a five -speed manual, the suspension was 
fully independent and braking was by discs all round. 
With 109bhp and 1161b ft to haul just 940kg, performance 
was sprightly for the da>, if not rampant. Today, it takes 
an open mind to imagine th.it it ever qualified as a 
pertormance car in terms of straight-line acceleration, 
but the little six-pot does at least spin up freely and quite 
eagerly once into the upper reaches. 

What dates the car even more than the manner of 
performance, however, is the gearshift. I've known 
internet service provider call centres to be less obstructive, 
but with some familiarity you do begin to wtrrk your way 
around its quirks. What it wants is a deliberate hand and 
a confident shove across its long and ill-defined throw. 
During my eailiest moments in this Icft-hand-diive car I 
waited at a busy dual-carriageway roundabout, Kevin sat 
piitiently beside me and exposed to the oncoming traffic. 


absolutely s.itisfied that I had selected the dog-leg first 
gear - hard to the left and back. The very moment that I 
dared to pull away into an evei -diminishing gap I realised 
that It was third. A 914-6 will pull away in third gear, it 
seems, but not at a rate that is conducive to snatching an 
opening in the restless traffic. Sorry, Kevin. 

One trait that I'm rather more sorry has been lost is 
the car’s relaxed fluidity over the shape of the road. As 
the surface crests and kicks, the 914 seems to float just 
above it in a way that no modern sports car could hope 
to replicate. Its unassisted steering also has a quality that 
has been lost to the ages, certainly once the few degrees 
of slack and imprecision have been dialled out. Turn into 
a corner, hoping that the narrow front tyres will bite but 
not knowing for certain, and the car leans a little, loads up 
its chassis and settles into a balanced pose, steering wheel 
tugging this way and that as the grip levels rise and fall. 

The wheel itself Is no fatter than the fingers you're 
holding it with, which makes you grasp it delicately. 
The brake pedal is set very high so you can't roll onto it. 
Instead, you have to lift your knee and depress it with a 
full leg movement, like the downward stroke on a bicycle. 

For later model years Porsche improved the gearshift 
linkage. The challenge of attaching a lever within the 
cabin to a rear-mounted gearbox and achieving a precise, 
mechanical feel is a very particular one; one that requires 
experience to master. By the time Porsche had revisited 

‘With 109bhp, the 
914-6’s performance 
was sprightly for the 
day if not rampant’ 




Above: Porsche has 
refined its recipe for the 
perfect mid-engined sports 
car since 1969, but the 914's 
spec sheet washugeiy 
impressive at the time. 
Left: car cuiture of the past 
demanded chrome. Right: 
Porsche took 55kg out 
of the Caymans when it 
created the R version 
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Right: fewer than 3400 
examples of the most 
potent Porsche 914 were 
built. Below: weight-saving 
measures in the Boxster 
Spyder’s cabin include 
fabric door pulls and a 
lack of a cowl above the 
instrument binnacle 



the mill-engined sports car in 1990, with the arrival of 
the Boxsiei, it had the matter down I o a fine art. When the 
Spyder debuted in 2010, the gearshift quality was one of 
Its strengths and the same remains true to this day. 

Like the st eering, it strikes an uncanny bi lance bi-tween 
mechanical connection and organic feel. Combined wiith 
the faultless driving position, the control weightings give 
the car a feeling of inherent rightness. With some 80kg 
drawn out compared to a regular Boxster S - thanks to the 
rudimentary roof, aluminium panels, lightweight whit'ls 
and the deletion of air-con and radio - an extra lObhp (316 
in tot al) and a more focused chassi s tune, the Spyder i s as 
inviting as they come. It covers ground with a sharpness 
to the ride quality that seems to place it directly between 
Porsche’s mainstream performance models and the track- 
ready GT cars, but over bumps there is still pliancy. 

The Spydei's signature dynamic trait, though, is a 
delicious sense of bilance. Tip the car into a corner at any 
speed and there is an immediate sense of it disttibuting 
Its weight evenly between both of the outer tyres. There 
is just no delay, no need to wait for the front tyre to reach 
Its slip angle, to direct those forces through the suspension 
and into the chassis, then for the chassis to transfer tbit 
through the rear suspension and into the rear tyres. It just 
spreads its weight across both axles in an instant. 

With the chassis thus loaded you have options. With 
confidence inspired by the detailed steering you can dial 
in some more lock, which will tighten your line and excite 



the rear axle rather than push the car into understeei, or 
you can open the steering, or feed in some throttle, which 
rotates the car slightly in the most natural and predict aNe 
way. For my money that trait is every bit as beguiling as a 
91Ts pendulous weight distribution. 

Over the past couple of years I’d learnt to forgive Porsche 
for Its effii lency-minded electric powei steering system, 
not least because it is among the very best of its type. But 
having spent some time again in these earlier cars, that 
decision seems regrettable. The Spyder is communicative, 
honest, adjusiaNe and engaging, which neatly desciibes 
the Cayman R, too. Only 9bhp separates their power 
outputs in the favour of the fixed roof model, but the 
lighter Spyder does feel marginally the rixrre urgent 
in accelerative terms. Both versions of the 3.4-litre six- 
cylinder boxer motor spin with a crispness and a purity, 
building to a willing and feisty top end that almost feels 
improper in this age of downsizing and tuibocharging. In 
a mid-engined Porsche, nothing else will do. 

The Cayman R is altogether more useable than the 
Spyder in everyday terms, and despite carrying a little 
more weight it remains every bit as spectacular to dtive. 
Neither is so resolutely grippy that you have to drive at ten- 
tenths to feel that you’re extracting all of their potential, 
and having undergone its own weight loss regime - down 
by a decent 55kg compared to the standard Cayman S - 
and with sharper suspension settings, the R too feels just 
aggressive enough to encourage a bolder driving style. 

Today, this Cayman has an all-new significance. As 
Porsche’s first foray into a more focused, less compromised 
Cayman, it surely paved the way for the full-spec GT4 
model (p66). With the R, Porsche was testing the water, 
measuring critical and buyer response and searching 
for clear air between it and the sacrosanct 911. The GT4 
almost certainly owes its existence to this superb Cayman. 

Similarly, the unalloyed brilliance of every mid- 
engined Porsche variant since the arrival of the Boxster 
can surely trace its roots back to the little 914. The lessons 
that Porsche learned as an organic entity, as a team of 
maturing engineers throughout the course of the 914’s life 
would - four decades on - pay dividends on dividends. □ 


Wilh thank'ito Silvtrstone Circuil (silverstone. co. uk ) 



PORSCHE 

914-6 

Engine Flat-six, 1991cc 
Power 109bhp @ 5800rpm 
Torque 1161b ft @ 4200rpm 
Weight 940kg 

Power-to-welght 118bhp/ton 
0-62mph 9.9sec (claimed) 
Top speed 125mph (claimed) 
Value today £28, 000-50, 000+ 

evo rating 


A 

' fsu 

PORSCHE 

BOXSTER SPYDER 

Engine Flat-six, 3436cc 
Power 316bhp § 7200rpm 
Torque 2731b ft @ 4750rpm 
Weight 1275kg 

Power-to-weight 252bhp/ton 
0-62mph 5.0sec (claimed) 
Top speed 166mph (claimed) 
Value today £36,000-45,000 

evo rating ★★★★★ 



PORSCHE 

CAYMAN R 

Engine Flat-six, 3436cc 
Power 325bhp @ 7400rpm 
Torque 2731b ft @ 4750rpm 
Weight 1295kg 

Power-to-weight 255bhp/ton 
0-62mph4.7sec (claimed) 
Top speed 175mph (claimed) 
Value today £38,000-£45,000 

evo rating ★★★★★ 
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The Boxster Spyder is ^ 
communicative, honest £ 
and adjustable, which 
neatly describes the 
Cayman R, too’ 
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SUPER 

GROUP 

by JETHRO BOVINGDON 
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT 


BMW’s BOJahre M5 is scarcely recognisable from the 
Ml-engined original that founded the dynasty in 1985. But is 
Munich’s latest, 592bhp four- door sledgehammer still top of the 
pops? We pitch it against five V8-powered rivals to find out 



BMW struck gold when it took the 3 J>-litre straight-six M88 engine 
from the Ml supercar and teased it into position under the bonnet 
of a 5-series. The M5 was born and so was a whole new genre of 
performance car: the super-saloon. And what a deeply desirable 
breed it is; not necessarily the sharpest or most focused, but with a 
sort of invincible do-anything creed and a rippling swagger that’s 
irresistible. And the progenitor, the M5, has always stayed a step or 
two ahead of the imitators. The soundtrack has changed over the 
years and in tetnis of sheer performance the M5 has grown almost 
beyond recognition, but its position as the super-saloon of choice 
has been resolute. 

The scale of this achievement and the MS’s impact on the hearts 
and minds of enthusiasts the world over isn’t really reflected in 
BMW’s 30th birthday ‘celebration’. Yes, the ‘30 Jahre MS’ looks 
pretty cool in its Frozen Dark Silvei, but effectively it’s just an M5 
Competition Package with an extra 25bhp. Admittedb, that takes 
the total to a pretty staggering 592bhp, but I wondei if the catchily 
named 30 Jahre (we’ll refer to it as M5 from here on in, okay?) 









SUPER-SALOON GROUP TEST 



could have gone further still. A few extra horses and a bit of matt 
paint seems a Nt like tokenism, doesn't ii? 

Of course, all will be right with the world if the M5 does what it 
always has: arrive at a location to clash wfith its closest rivals, kick 
sand in their faces in short order and seduce all who experience 
its blend of power, control, agility and that relentlessness that only 
big saloons with masses of power seem to possess. Today those 
rivals do look rather ominous, though. This M5 might be the most 
powerfid BMW ever, but the Mercedes E63 AMG S runs it close 
in terms of power with 577bhp and murders it for torque, with a 
barely believable 5901b ft from 2000rpm. Less outrageous in every 
way is the Porsche Panamera C l'S, possessed of a ‘modest’ 434bhp 
and 3831b ft but blessed with that rarest of things... a naturally 
aspirated engine. How seductive will 4.8 litres of precise, indulgent 
V8 be against the might of the turbos? We shall see. 

If raw speed is more your thing then the Audi RS7 should 
suffice. Downsized it might be, but there's nothing puny about 
the 4-litre twin-turbocharged V8’s 552bhp at 5700-6600rpm and 
5161b ft available from 1750rpm right the way around to 5500rpm. 
Coupled to an unshakeable four-wheel-drive system, the big Audi 
should have that super-saloon invincibility thing down pretty well. 

However, I want to start with the Jaguar XFR-S and Vauxhall 
VXR8 GTS. These are the oddballs of the test, if you like. The 
Jagtuir is starting to feel pretty dated now and is a little down on 
power Its 5-litre supercharged V8 has just 542bhp and 5011b ft 
- oh, the shame! The VXR8 GTS is, well, a Vauxhall and hence 
instantly rendered a super-niche player at £54.499 (although that’s 
not much more than half the price of the M5 or RS7, as supplied). 


However, both arc a great reminder that a super-saloon should 
have a wicked sense of humour. 

The XFR-S initially feels strangely remote. The steering is 
incredibly I ight and that ntakes it almost impossible to read what the 
car is doing. You feel disconnected - like you’re ten feet and several 
layers of power assistance away from what’s happening down 
at ground level. So you expect a sort of muscular, heavyweight 
experience, but instead find an unnaturally light, darty car. . . It just 
doesn't feel authentic. But, brt-by bit, things improve and soon you 
uncover a chassis that delivers titat super - saloon fantasy of precise 
and easily induced oversteer just about whenever you want it. 

Of course, youcan't really hang two tons of Jaguar sideways too 
often in the real world, but the fact that the XFR-S is so indulgent 
in the middle of nowhere speaks volumes for its throttle response, 
balance and how it prioritises fun and interaction above pure grip 
and raw cross-country speed. In fact it hits a really sweet spot: 
the brawny supercharged V8 lacks the explosion of torque of, 
say, the Mercedes, but it offers fiiKr control and doesn't send the 
sort of shockwaves to the rear wheels that mean you’re relying 
on stability control all the time. The eight-speed automatic ’box is 
quick and accurate too, and while the supple ride doesn't deliver 
the mechanical grip of the German opposition, it does allow you to 
use the weight transfer to tweak and tease the car’s balance with 
infinite control. In short, the ageing XFR-S still has a fresh box of 
tricks. It’s simply great fun. 

You’d expect similar attributes in the VXR8 GTS, and certainly 

the two cars share a sense of mischief and an appetite to indulge the 
driver. However, perhaps surprisingly, grip, traction and control 
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‘The XFR-S and VXR8 
GTS share a sense of 
mischief and an appetite 
to indulge the driver’ 
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‘There are surprises 
lurking everywhere in 
this test and we have a 
seriously high-quality 


field on our hands’ 



all take a hike upwards in the VXR8. In fad, it spans the divide 
between the fluid Jaguar and the lockwl-down M5 and RS7 with 
real conviction, l-or interior quality and ambience it's nowhere, but 
were here to see if the M5 is still the drivers’ super saloon, so such 
things can be damned for the purposes < if this lest. And, of course, 
the Vauxhall has one thing that gives it an immediate advantage in 
terms of driver involvement: a six-speed manual gearbox. 

l-rom the moment you select first gear and then feed in the huge 
6.2-litre supercharged V8, you’re fully engaged in the process of 
driving the VXR8. And with every gearshift, every braking input, 
and every time you delve into the 576bhp and 5451b ft, you’re 
hooked deeper into the experience. The engine is a real monster 
and takes some commitment to pin all the way to the limiter, 
such is the scale of its performance. The brakes are powerful and 
absolutely loaded with feel, and while there are some exceptional 
ceramic brakes in this test, I think the VXRS’s massive cast iron units 
(six pots at the front with 390mm discs; four pots at the rear with 
372mm) are the best in terms of pedal feedback and response. And 
most impressive of all is that the chassis takes the forces exerted on 
it with real composure. Whereas the rear axles of the M5 and E63 
S weave and shudder under full acceleration, the VXR8 just fires 
forward, straight and true. Out of corners too, the huge torque is 
put to good use and oversteer is resisted well beyond expectations. 
When it does arrive, it’s so easy to correct that it makes this near- 
600bhp saloon car feel so friendly you want to give it a hug. 

l-or me, this is the best of the breed of naturalised Vauxhalls 
by some margin. The magnetic dampers allow plenty of body 
movement but always support the car’s weight and allow it to 
change direction cleanly; the engine feels as strong as the numbers 
suggest (they haven't always) and it just feels fully realised - just 
how you’d hope a road version of one of those amazing V8 Supercar 
racers should feel. The steering has a slightly loose, light feel but 
It improves with more lock; the body control could be slightly 
more ruthless, yet the pay-off in terms of progression helps form 
Its exuberant and highly entertaining character. It's a real surprise. 

In fact, it seems there arc surprises lurking everywhere in this 
test and that we have a seriously high-quality field on our hands. 
Dan Prosser has been driving the Mercedes and enjoying its 
embarrassment of torque. ‘Have to be alert to use the engine’s full 
reach! ’ he hu ffs, eyes wide. ‘Wind it all the way out and you’re going 
so qu i ckly, and accelerating at such a rate in any gear, that you have 
to be fully awake. The performance is insane.’ Meanwhile friend 
of evo and Mission Motorsport founder Jim Cameron has been 
enjoying the more subtle charms of the Panamera Cl'S. "It hides 
Its weight, shrinks around you, threads its ways through bends, 
encourages you. Oh, it sounds heavenly too, doesn't feel four-wheel 
drive in many ways... It’s propcily ace.’ Sounds like love to me. 

There isn’t a huge amount of love for the RS7, though. I adore its 
engine, which is utterly ballistic and has a savagery that even the 
BMW’s can’t match, but beyond that the RS7 is btzarrely anodyne. 
It seems strange to describe a car this fast and effective as boring, 
but once you’ve got used to just how fast the RS7 is, there’s little 
more to enjoy. In fact, you’re so desperate to find some level of 
fun that you dare yourself to brake later, turn-in harder, and get 
on the power sooner, but no matter how hard you try, the RS7 just 
gups, turns, steams out onto the next straight and generally beats 
the road to a messy pulp. It’s gob smacking but requires zero skill 
and imparts slightly less than zero joy. It is exactly what people 
(wrongly) imagine the Nissan G'l R to be - a sort of demented 
speed automaton . And impi essive as that may be for a short period. 
It is the very opposite of immersive. 
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‘If you keep on pushing, 
the Porsche will dance along 
a road, always teetering 
on the edge of grip’ 
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The good stuff? Well, as I said, the engine is a thing of wonder 
and the eight speed auto 'box works brilliantly. In terms of balance 
the RS7 IS impressive, loo. Unlike previous fast Audis that had a 
similar feeling of imperviousness but then would slip into clumsy, 
speed-sapping understeer, the RS7’s front end is pretty well pinned 
down until you’re going very, very quickly indeed. For the most 
part the car just feels utterly within itself, covering ground with a 
relentless speed and efficiency that really does beggar belief. If you 
properly lean on the front and then jump on the power mid-corner, 
you might even feel the Sport Differential transfer power to the 
outside rear wheel to create a bit of yaw. Yet, if you owned the Audi 
for a year I reckon you might get the sense that you were actually 
making it work hard or having a direct effect on its behaviour 
maybe once or twice. As Jim neatly puts it, ‘By far the fastest thing 
here point-to-point, but also the least rewarding by some margin.’ 

The Panamera GTS is the perfect antidote to the RS7 and on 
these roads it is a quite exquisite thing. You know it’s quality 


Above; RS7 is capable of 
astounding pace, but offers little in 
the way of involvement; E63 really 
comes alive as the pace increases. 

Left: Porsche’s unpopular active 
anti-roll bars work well on the 
Panamera, and there's also the 
small matter of that sweet, 
naturally aspirated V8... 


from the moment you settle into the perfect driving position and 
then the big V8 fires with a short, sharp lick of revs. The steering 
is surprisingly light (especially after the heft of the RS7’s) but 
there’s a smooth, measured fluidity to its action that imparts a 
sense of controlled agility. Then there’s the damping, which seems 
to combine an easy-going quality with absolute stability and 
astonishing body control. This might sound ridiculous, but very 
quickly the Panamera starts to feel like a small, light car. 

After the big hitting of the other cars, the GTS feels light on 
performance, but when you’re flowing along a road, carrying speed 
and using all the revs available, it’s not what you’d call slow. And 
after the tiny but perceptible throttle lag that affects the Mercedes 
and BMW, the Panamera’s instant response is deeply gratifying. 
So too is its balance, which takes a little getting used to but then 
provides endless entertainment. It really does change direction 
well and the front-end response means the turn-in phase dictates 
the Panamera’s cornering stance. Basically, as you throw the front 
into a corner, the rear unsettles just a little, allowing you to decrease 
steering lock and drive through with a lovely sense of the front and 
rear perfectly sharing the load. More aggression means a bit more 
angle and, if you keep on pushing, the Porsche will dance along a 
road, always teetering on the edge of grip. It’s just fluidity itself, 
even with the dampers set to Sport Plus mode on these roads. This 
car has the PDCC active anti-roll bars (so hated by us on the 991 
Carrera) and they seem to work in this application. The (optional) 
ceramic brakes have a little dead play at the top of the pedal travel 
and the PDK ’box occasionally refuses requests for an aggressive 
downshift, but otherwise there’s not much to criticise. 

By comparison the E63 AMG S is manic, obscenely accelerative, 
slightly loose around the edges but wholly exciting. What an 
engine! You might expect the 5.5-litre twin-turbocharged V8 
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lo be all torque (it has 5901b ft, after all) but there’s not a hint of 
the power fading away as the revs climb. In fact it positively rips 
around to the limiter. It’s so ferocious that the rear axle only just 
copes, the E63 weaving around under power like a torque -steering 
hot hatch. Initially this makes the car feel like it’s always on the 
verge of wilting under the strain, but in fact the harder you go, the 
better the E63 gets. The vague steering seems lo find real weight 
and starts to stream messages back clearly as you load it up more 
positively. The rear tyres also do a remarkaWe job of containing 
all that firepower and the slightly loose, erratic feel to the chassis 
seems lo find an inner steel, loo. The sense that the E63 is a narrow, 
tall car with way too much power evaporates and it starts to really 
eat up the road, finding grip and traction you wouldn’t believe and 
yet always responding lo the driver ’s inputs accurately. 

So the M5 finds itself against some truly stonking cars. The 
Jaguar and Vauxhall are arch-entertainers, the Porsche has a 
touch of magic and the Mercedes is so unhinged it’s impossible 
not to love. But you know what? The M5 has them covered. After 
the disappointment of the M3/M4, it’s a relief to drive an M 
product that feels like an M product - hooked up, full of feel and 
excitement, adjustable and just shot-through with enthusiasm. 
Remember, this car has the Competition Package chassis, which 
comprises stiffer springs and dampers, a 10mm ride-height drop, 
revised programming for the steering and M differential, and more 
permissive DSC mapping, and it really does transform the M5. I’ve 
always found the FIO M5 to feel a little ordinary unless driven 
on the door handles, but this car is instantly and unmistakably a 
proper M-car and just gets better with miles and commitment. 

There’s a real sense of focus about this M5. The 4.4-litre twin- 
turbocharged V8 has enormous power, of course, but you need the 
drivetrain set to Sport-H to get the right throttle response, then flick 


the dampers to Sport (the final setting is too stiff for the road), the 
steering to Sport, and turn up the M DCT gearbox for maximum 
shift speed. It’s a really good ’box this; so much crisper than an auto 
and the short paddle action matches the machined thud of each 
upshift beautifully. The optional ceramic brakes feel sensational, 
while the steering response is quick but intuitive. All the 
ingredients start to come together very quickly. With confidence 
high you can start to use that front-end response, then load up the 
M differential on corner exit and punch in those delicious upshifts. 

Gradually, as the pace dials up, the M5 starts to do things above 
and beyond the abilities of the rivals gathered here. It feels as 
secure as the RS7 and yet more precise than the E63. It doesn’t 
quite indulge in slow-motion slides in the style of the XFR-S, but 
when you do find oversteer, it comes in small angles and you 
continue to build speed even as you’re correcting. The diff and 
engine just seem so in tune and the steering’s speed and accuracy 
make playing with its balance completely natural. Every control 
feels honed to get the best from the package, and the grip, traction 
and body control on display are first class. Perhaps the M5 doesn’t 
have the creamy fluidity of the Porsche, but it makes up for that and 
more by dint of its sheer excitement and intensity. 

Intensity. I think that’s the word that best describes the MS’s 
blend of fury, accuracy and balls-out excitement. It isn’t perfect - 
the engine does display a little turbo lag on corner exit, which can 
be frustrating, and as with the E63 the rear axle occasionally feels 
like it’s being tied in knots by the torque. But boy is it addictive. It 
feels big but nimble, scarily fast but in a life-affirming sort of way, 
and when all is said and done, it’ll get down and dirty like M5s 
always have. Maybe BMW knows how to celebrate a big birthday in 
style after all. Still invincible, still a step ahead of its rivals; the 30 
Jahre M5 is the super-saloon of choice. □ 
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AUDI 

RS7SP0RTBACK 


Engine V8, 3993cc, twin-turbo 
Power 552bhp @ 5700-60 0 0rpm 
Torque 5161b ft @ 1750-55 0 0rpm 
Weight 1920kg 

Power-to-weight 292bhp/ton 
0-62mph 3.9sec (claimed) 
Top speed 155mph (iimited) 

Basic price £84,480 

evo rating: ★★★☆☆ 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

E63 AMG S 


Engine V8, 5461cc, twin-turbo 
Power 577bhp § 5500rpm 
Torque 590ib ft @ 2000-4500rpm 
Weight 1795kg 

Power-to-weight 327bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.1sec (ciaimed) 

Top speed 155mph (limited) 

Basic price £84,710 

evo rating: ★★★★tA' 


BMW 

30JAHREM5 


Engine V8, 4395cc, twin-turbo 
Power 592bhp @ 6250rpm 
Torque 516ib ft @ 1500-6000rpm 
Weight 1870kg 

Power-to-weight 321bhp/ton 
0-62mph 3.9sec (ciaimed) 
Top speed 155mph (iimited) 

Basic price £91,890 

evo rating: ★★★★★ 


PORSCHE 

PAN AM ERA GTS 


Engine V8, 4806cc 
Power 434bhp § 6700rpm 
Torque 383ib ft @ 3500rpm 
Weight 1925kg 

Power-to-weight 229bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.4sec (ciaimed) 
Top speed 178mph (ciaimed) 

Basic price £93,391 

evo rating: ★★★★tA- 


JAGUAR 

XFR-S 


Engine V8, 5000cc, supercharged 
Power 542bhp @ 6000-6500rpm 
Torque 501ib ft @ 2500-5500rpm 
Weight 1912kg 

Power-to-weight 288bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.45ec (ciaimed) 
Top speed 186mph (ciaimed) 

Basic price £79,995 

evo rating: ★★★★☆ 


VAUXHALL 

VXR8 GTS 


Engine V8, 6162cc, supercharged 
Power 576bhp (3 6150rpm 
Torque 5451b ft @ 3850rpm 
Weight 1834kg 

Power-to-weight 319bhp/ton 
0-60mph 4.2sec (ciaimed) 
Top speed 155mph (iimited) 

Basic price £54,499 


evo rating: ★★★★☆ 
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LET 

by HENRY CATCHPOLE 
PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH 

THERE 


Following the Audi R8 LMX’s five-star review in our first drive, 
evo visits north Wales under thefover of darkness to take stock 
of the ultimate iteration of a machine that reshaped the sports 
car landscape. Catchpole fires up the lasers. . . 
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Being somewhere 
truly dark is quite 
unsettling. 


This is not the intimate darkness of hiding in a cupboard 
or putting your hands over your eyes - a smaii cocoon in 
a worid otherwise fiiied with iight. This is a huge ocean of 
darkness. Sprawiing for miies around are the forests and 
moors of Snowdonia, but such is the utter biackness of this 
mooniess winter night that I cannot see the hand in front 
of my face. There couid be aii manner of things ciose by, in 
fact there must be, but I can’t see them. It’s freezing coid 
too, but unusuaiiy there isn’t a breath of wind, so there is 
an eerie stiiiness to the vastness. Then I hear the VIO. 

The sound is impossibiy faint at first, dissipated by 
distance. But the angriness is distinctive. The direction 
it’s coming from is still vague; I could pick a quadrant, 
but that’s about it. Suddenly a beam of white light swings 
wildly across the sky in the distance, like a lighthouse 
gone haywire. The ray is shrouded quickly behind a hill, 
night reasserted, but the noise is growing louder, scaling 
up and down its repertoire of revs. Then it returns, a 
500-metre-long pure white sabre, scything back and 
forth, cleaving the darkness. The source of the beam 
turns a corner and comes into view for the first time. 
It seems so tiny given the brightness belting out of it, 
but it’s like a diamond commanding the attention of an 


entire ballroom. Gradually the sum total of the darkness 
recedes as the car gets closer and the noise gets louder, 
the crescendo of son et lumiere continuing until, rounding 
the last corner, the searching headlights sweep across 
my watching face. I squint, then look away, trying not to 
stare down the barrel of the flash, but even so I’m caught 
like the proverbial rabbit, and in that fleeting moment the 
transformation from a world of total darkness to a world of 
all consuming pure white brightness is complete. The R8 
LMX has arrived. 

THE LIGHTS FLICK OFF, THE ENGINE CUTS 

abruptly and then through the darkness a very butch 
falsetto ‘Cooee!’ lings out as the burly figure of Dean Smith 
extracts himself from the car. 

'Dark isn’t it?’ says the still vaguely disembodied voice. 
‘Whose idea was it to take photos at night?’ 

‘Yours,’ I reply. 

‘Ha, must have been a bloody brilliant idea then!’ he says 
with an air of Lord Flashheart. This could be a long night. 

I wander over to the car and now that my eyes have 
recovered slightly I can see that the R8’s engine bay is 
beautifully illuminated. The VIO, with its four-ring badges 
glinting in the silvery radiance of the LEDs, is presented 
with all the theatre of an art installation in a gallery. In 
this final iteration of the first-generation R8, the engine 
has been lifted to 562bhp, a nice little 20bhp fillip to take it 
clear of the VIO Plus. Torque remains the same, at 3981b ft, 
but hiding in the dark is a fixed rear wing, wrought in 
carbonfibre to match the wing mirrors, front splitter, side 
blades and numerous other bits and bobs. It is about as 
adorned as an R8 can get, because to justify the rather 
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AUDI R8 LMX 



down the road, mcjre of which in a bit. 

Dean needs to set up his Nikons and flashes for the first 
shot, so I hand him the keys to the Range Rover Sport 
wc'vr brought as support and drop into the R8's luxurious 
bucket seat with its pneumatic bolsters. After dimming 
the backlighting for the dials and switches (it makes such 
a difference), I set off for an exploratory drive. We are on 
the evo 'Itiangle, which is a set of roads I know pretty well 
after a decade of testing, but after just a few corners it's 
clear that my knowledge counts for surprisingly little at 
night. Ai'cderating out of a right-hand bend down a short 
straight, I realise that in the day I always take this chance 
to look a long way ahead, out to the left where you can see 
the road twisting away in the distance. Instinctively I do 
the same tonight but, of course, there is nothing to see 
but an impeni'tntble inkiness. Even the next set of corners 
feels like a curious mystery, because although I know they 
snake left right-left in about third geai, normally I would 
be lining them up from a long way out and setting the car 
to tackle them as one fluid complex. At night, because of 


hefty £160,(XX) price tag the LMX gets pretty much every 
option as standard. 

Of course, the really distinguishing feature of the LM.\, 
and the reason for us being out here in the middle of the 
night, is its laser lights. Yes, in a fit of Dr Evil genius, Audi 
has fitted frickin’ laser beams. There was something of a 
battle between BMW and Audi to be the first to launch a 
production car with laser lights, and BMW won with the 
is, but only just . You can read in more dot ail how the Audi's 
headlights work in this month's Tech Focus I p24), but the 
short version is tluit each headlight unit contains four 
high-power laserdiodes (the BMW only has three), which 
are combined into a single beam that is directed through a 
phosphor convener. Up until this point the light generated 
by the lasers has been blue ( inspiring the colour option on 
our test car), but the convener transforms this into white 
light with a colour temperature of 5500 kelvin. What 
that number means is that the light should be the same 
ailour as sunlight at midday and therelore comfortable for 
the human eye to see by. The biggest benefit of the light 
emitted by lasers, howevei, is the distance it is thrown 


Above: laser lights 
activate with high 
beam above 42mph, 
augmenting the 
regular LED full-beam 
lights and illuminating 
objects up to 500 
metres away 
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the way the road climbs and curves, the lights don’t pick 
up the second and third bends until I'm into the fit si. 

The road looks much bumpier than I remember too, and 
it's not just a case of everything looking scarier at night. 
Skimming close to the ground, the relatively low set 
headlights create surprisingly long shadows from small 
undulations and imperleclions. Once you acclimatise to 
the exagger.ited tarmac topography it becomes a bonus, 
but initially you find you're slowing for mountains that 
turn out to be molehills. 

When I get back to where Dean is waiting, I spend a few 
minutes playing with the headlights. Clearly I haven't read 
the manual and I’m trying to wotk out why the lasers are 
only coming on intermittently. Eventually I resort to the 
book in the glovebox and discover that the lasers will only 
trigger when the headlights are set to auto and the car is 
travelling at over 70kph (43mph). They then deactivate if 
your speed drops below SOkph (31mph) or if the sensors 
detect other traffit . Just as I’m solving this mystery. Dean 
wanders over and enquires if I realise tltat sitting in a 
remote lay-by flashing my lights isn't necessarily a good 
idea. I assure him that we won't find any dog walkers out 
here at this time of night but he just laughs. 

We spend a couple of hours doing photos on the T riangle, 
then pack up and setoff for another of my favourite roads 
nearby. It's well into the following morning by this point 
and we re in those desol.tie two hours between the late 
nighters and the early risers where you feel like you’ve 


got the world entirely to yourself. I don’t see another car 
all the way there and, given our ever -busier world, the 
emptiness of the roads feels like a huge privilege. 

The normal LED headlights are fantastic, particularly 
in the width of the light they shed. When they switch to 
full beam there is then about a second’s delay before the 
lasers join the party and, when they do, you see these 
two incredibly bright dots fire out through the middle 
of the LED glow. They penetrate twice the distance into 
the darkness as the LEDs, illuminating objects up to 500 
toctres away-or the end of most straights, in other words. 
The effect would probably be even greater in a slightly 
higher set car, but nonetheless it's impressive having the 
world in front of you open up a little more. 

Even with the extra firepower, the total lack of ambient 
light on this moonless night means the darkness weighs 
heavily, crowding around and hemming you in, reducing 
your visual world to one defined patch . It's a bit like viewing 
the road ahead on a cinema screen, the lights projecting a 
constantly changing image that things dart in and out of. 
An owl briefly skirts across the edge of the beam before 
being absorbed back into the night. Eence posts rush 
past, giving an almost stop-motion effect to the scenery 
beyolKl. Walls loom up large and certain corners seem 
to rush up at you, requiring a big lean on the confidence- 
inspiring carbon ceramic brakes. Snow on the verges gives 
some welcome guidance, reflecting the light rather than 
sucking It in like the greenery, but it’s also a reminder that 
the temperature is hovering near zero and every change 
in the texture of the tarmac needs to be treated with care. 

I’ll never forget a nervy journey across Rannoch Moor 
at night some years ago, when time after time a dozen or 
so pairs of yellow dots would suddenly shine out of the 
darkness up ahead as a herd of deer would stop grazing 
next to the road and look up in my direction. I’m on high 


Right: expertly 
fettled damping 
means airborne antics 
aren’t too punishing 
for car or driver. 

Back on terra firma, 
the LMX exhibits 
effortless cross- 
country pace 


IT'S 

IMPRESSIVE 
HAVING THE 
WORLD IN 
FRONT OF YOU 
OPEN UP A 
LITTLE MORE 
AS THE LASERS 
KICKIN’ 
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Specification 


AUDI R8 LMX 


Engine VIO, 5204cc Power 562bhp @ SOOOrpm Torque 3981b ft (5) 6500rpm 
Transmission Seven-speed dual-clutch, four-wheel drive, LSD, ESP 
Front suspension Double wishbones, coil springs, dampers, antl-roil bar 
Rear suspension Double wishbones, coil springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 
Brakes Carbon ceramic discs, 380mm front, 356mm rear, ABS 
Wheeis 8.5 X 19in f rant, 11 X 19in rear Tyres 235/35 R19 front, 305/30 R19 rear 
Weight 1595kg Power-to-weight 358bhp/ton 
0-62mph3.4sec (claimed) Top speed 198mph (claimed) 

Basic price £160,000 OnsaieNow 
evo rating 


alert again lonight, looking for the telliale pinpricks 

of mirrored luminosity in the distance, warning of an 
animal lui king. It was of course the tapela lucida behind 
the retina of one pariiciiiar animal that in 1933 inspired 
Percy Shaw lo creaie one of the great road safety devices. 
W e are incredibly lucky to have such an extensive network 
of • atseyes on our roads in B t it ain and they really do make 
nocturnal driving a much nxire enjoyable pastime. 

Of course, driving an R8 is an enjoyable pastime 
whatever time of day or night, and the LMX is no different. 
Despite the luxurious mogul fields of diamond-quilted 
I eather and Al cant ara sprinkled throughout this parti ctilar 
car’s interior, the cockpit is starting to show its age, but 
there is rtothing out of date about the performance. 
Audi claims 0-62mph is dispatched in just 3.4 seconds 
and It really does feels that quick. ArguaWy more so at 
night. The upshifts from the dual-clutch S Tronic box 
are scintillatingly fast and yet so siriooth that you never 
feel them upset the car. Combine this with a wonderfully 
secure sensation through the periectly weighted steering 
and you have a car that can travel effortlessly quickly 
down a road at seven ■ tenths. 

Press harder, though, and the R8 really comes alive. 
Keep the VIO yowling up beyond seven-, eight thousand 
rpm and the car seems to rise up on its tiptoes like a 
hovercraft filling Its skirl. Now the lockcd-down secuiity 
has been replaced with a beautiful easy atljustability that 
feels thrilling and exploitable as the LMX almost floats 
through the faster corners feeling much more real- than 
four-wheel diivc. It might sound odd, but the way the 
fixed rate dampers deal with the cattle grids on these 
roads is particularly impressive loo, the clattering drrrrrr 
of a fast pass doing nothing to ruffle the car’s composure. 
The suspension soaks up landings well, loo. . . 

One of the things that makes the R8 such a useable 
car IS that the exhaust is relalively demure when you’re 
pottering around, so it doesn’t consianlly shout for 
attention like a 458 llalui. Press the button mai ked Spurt, 
however, and the flaps open to release one of the best 
soundtracks ever. Heading up towards Ffestiniog the road 
runs right alongside a cliff face, and even at night I can't 
resist putting the windows down lo let the noise of the VIO 
rush in with the cold air. It is a spine tingling, angry wail 
that somehow seems magnified by the night, but the noise 
has a beautiful clarity lo it too. Compared lo a Lambo or 
Ferrari it is just a fraction oKire refined, like an acoustic 
sandpaper has smorithed the harshest burrs so nothing 
catches on your eardrums as the sound pours in. 

All through the night Dean keeps shooting and I keep 
driving until eventually the clouds begin to lighten. I 
know the daytime will bring with it added confidence 
and pace, but I almost don’t want this night to end, just 
like I almost don’t want this R8 to be replaced. I can still 
remember a slightly incredulous Jethro Bovingdon asking 
me, ’Is it really that good?’ after I’d returned from the 
very first group lest of an R8, back in 2007, where it had 
comprehensively seen off a 997 C4S. The sun might now 
be setting on this genertition of R8, but the LMX is a very 
fitting final flourish. The perfect way lo rage against the 
dying of the light. □ 
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NIGHT DRIVING 


THE GRAVEYARD SHIFT 

Tales from the driver’s seat of the pleasures - and terrors - associated with night-time racing 



KRISMEEKE 

Citroen DS3 WRC, 2014 Monte Carlo Rally 


NIGHT STAGES ARE ONE 

m A of my favouiite things and I'd 

love to have more of them in the 
WRC. They’re tricky to organise 
on gravel rallies because the 
wind drops at ni](ht and the dmt hangs in the 
air, but we should have mf>re on tarmac events. 

The lights we use now are incredible but there 
is still this tunnel-vision effect, which ironically 
is sort of what you’re trying to achieve when 
you’re absolutely focused in the day. Vou have 
to put extra details in the pace notes because 
any slight crest throws the road beyond into 
shadow. Strangely, perhaps the biggest problem 
we have is that the lights are so good that any 
reflective road signs turn into blinding stars 
(they’re much worse than the camera flashes). 
We’re probably only a tenth of a second per 
kilometre slower than in the day, though. 

My most memorable night stage was on last 
year’s Monte. There was three feet of fresh snow 
atop the Col de 1 urini and it was like threading 
a needle. My radiator was full of snow, the 
temperature warnings were going off and it was 
so cold that the battery alarms were triggering, 
and yet It was just so beautifully atmospheric . 


OLIVER GAVIN 

Corvette C6 ZRl, 201 1 24 Hours ofLe Mans 

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT 

the slower GTE runners have to 
detil with at night at Le Mans is 
the prototype cars coming up 
behind with particularly strong 
lights - especially the LED strobing lights. If 
the lights are a certain frequency then it’s very 
hard for the human eye to pick out any depth in 
how far back that light is and how quickly it’s 
closing in. So in the Corvette we have a rear- 
view camera with a radar built in. That distance 
data is then streamed to the dashboanl. 

The most famous accident tfuit happened as a 
result of dazzling LEDs was Mike Rockent eller’s 
huge accident at Le Mans in an Audi RIO TDI 
LMPl car during the 2011 race, when he was 
trying to pass a GTE Ferrari 458 coming down 
into Indianapolis cornel. I was probaNyonly 15 
seconds behind the accident and it’s funns, at 
night you smell things sometimes almost before 
you see them. . . 


JOHNNY HERBERT 

Mazda 787B, 1990 24 Hours ofLe Mans 

WE HAD TWO PROBLEMS: 

there was rain at night and the 
circuit got really, really foggy. 
When It’s like that the lights 
do nothing because they just 
reflect back, so you can't actually use main 
beam. You've got to turn them down. To 
further complicate matters, we had fog on the 



inside of the screen, too. Having the double 
whammy was something else, and travelling at 
about 215mph like that at Le Mans is probaNy 
the scariest thing I've ever done. You have to 
cope with it, keep going flni-out and use your 
peripheral vision and track knowledge. The 
risk factor was also a thrill, knowing you were 
driving in almost unprecedented conditions. 
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• Expert tuitioo on everything from 
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• Passengers, addttxxial drivers or 
riders and spectators are welcome 
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R8 

EXPECTAT 


NEW AUDI R8 


The outgoing Audi R8 
was a firm favourite 
at evo and its successor 
has a tough act to 
follow. The acid test will 
be our first drive, but until 
then here’s the technical 
low-down and passenger- 


seat impressions of the 
sprond-Qpnprntion car 
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■ REMEMBER VERY CLEARLY MY 

first ever drive in an Audi R8, way back in 
2007. A few weeks earlier it had done the 
unthinkable - emerging victorious from 
a group test involving a 997-generation 
911 within the pages of this magazine - 
and now was my chance to feel its magic. It was 
finished in that gorgeous icy Jrt Blue Metallic 
with silver side blades and parked outside the 
office it looked like a spaceship. I guess I didn’t 
really know what to expect from it, but within 
just a few minutes I was shocked - staggered 
even - at the R8’s poise, the amazing sense of 
lightness, its sweet steering and the honey- 
coated precision with which it went down a 
bumpy road. And that drivetrain! The V8 so 
sharp and sonorous and the six-speed manual 
’box so accurate and emotive... It was a short 
squirt around the block really, but it left an 
indelible impression. As I rolled back into the 
car park I muttered to myself, ‘Where on earth 
has this thing come from?’ 

From that moment on I’ve wanted an R8, and 
as it’s evolved, gained cylinders orbeen tweaked 
to offer more intensity, the basic rightness of the 
platform, the inherent adjustability of the four- 
wheel-drive system and the plain gorgeousness 


of the exterior has kept me, 
and the rest of the evo learn, 
hooked. In other words, it’s a 
hellish act to follow. Of course, 
if the R8 was built by Ferrari or 
Porsche then we’d expect the new 
car to simply raise the bar in every 
area whilst retaining the original 
car’s feel and character. But this is 
the product of quattro GmbH, who 
notoriously produce a truly fine car one 
moment and then inexplicably roll out a 
stinker the next. We can’t drive the new 
R8 just yet, but today I’ll meet the team 
behind it, ride around the Ascari race resort 
in the passenger seat next to Audi factory 
racer Frank Stippler, and hopefully report 
that quattro GmbH put its best boys on this one . 

By now I’m sure you know the headlines, 
but here they are again, should you need a 
reminder. At launch the R8 will be available 
in two guises: the VIO and the VIO Plus. Both 
utilise updated versions of the naturally aspirated 
5.2-litre unit we’re familiar with from the old R8 
and Lamborghini’s Gallardo/Huracan, hooked up to 
a seven-speed twin-clutch S-tronic ’box. The lovely 
tactility of the open-gated six-speed manual is gone and 


we’ll miss it. The 'entry level’ car produces 533bhp at 8000rpm 
and 3981b ft at 6500rpm (up 15bhp and 71b ft). It’s good for 
201mph and a 0-62mph sprint in 3.5 seconds, and costs 
from £119,500. Bigger news is the VIO Plus, which really 
ramps things up. Producing a Huracan-matching 602bhp at 
8150rpm and 4131b ft from 6500rpm (up 60bhp and 151b 
ft), it hits 205mph and passes 62mph along the way in 3.2 
seconds and 124mph in 9.9. It costs £137,500 compared 
to the Huracan’s £186,760 or, perhaps more relevantly, 
the £140,852 you’d need to buy a Porsche 911 Turbo S. 
Beneath the crisp but familiar skin is a new chassis, 
once again shared with the Huracan but with a 30mm 
longer wheelbase. It’s aluminium-intensive but with 
carbonfibre utilised for the central tunnel and rear 
bulkhead. At 200kg it’s 15 per cent lighter than 
previously but shows a 40 per cent improvement 
in torsional rigidity. The Plus now weighs 
1454kg dry, which is 16kg less than before. 

Of course, the new R8 is four-wheel drive, but 
a new setup allows greater flexibility - total 
power can be sent to either axle if required. 
On the front axle is a new clectrohydraulic 
multi-plate clutch (replacing the old 
viscous coupling), which continuously 
monitors and changes the torque split. 
Audi says there is no nominal split, but 
also that the R8 retains its almost rear- 



‘IF THE R8 WAS BUILT BY PORSCHE, 
WE’D EXPECT THE NEW CAR TO 
RAISE THE BAR IN EVERY AREA’ 



NEW AUDI R8 



Above: the new-look cabin. Note the red engine 
start button on the wheei and the fuily digital 
instruments iifted from the new TT. Sadiy, the 
open-gate manuai gearshift is no more. Below: 
Audi has pursued an evoiutionary design 
phiiosophy. if it ain’t broke... 


drive feel and balance. The diff is water-cooled 
for absolute consistency. At the rear is an LSD 
with a 25 per cent locking ratio under power and 
55 per cent on the overrun. Torque vectoring is 
done by braking rather than the active system 
of the quattro ‘sport differential’, as seen in the 
RS4. It wasn’t deemed appropriate or necessary 
in the R8. 

Audi is extremely confident about this car - 
all smiles, knowing nods and winks - and each 
and every engineer, project manager or driver 
present in Spain at one point in the day delivers 
exactly the same line: ‘Wait until you drive it.’ I 
appreciate the sentiment but it makes this ride- 
along all the more frustrating! Anyway, the goal 
was to improve racetrack performance but also 
the R8’s already supreme useability. Although 
these targets might seem diametrically 
opposed, Audi is confident that the new car 
moves the game on in every respect. Suspension 
is by double wishbones front and rear and both 
models are available with fixed-rate dampers 
or optional magnetic ride. Opt for the latter 
and it’s just one of many configurable elements 
of the R8 experience. You can even choose the 
dreaded Dynamic Steering variable-ratio rack. 
Oh, the horror, the horror. . . 



NEW AUDI R8 



We ll talk about the steering in a moment, 
but first let's look at the Diive Select modes, 
which alter the Dynamic Steering, geatbox 
programming, throttle response, ESC settings, 
four-wheel-drive parameters and, if you spec 
magnetic ride, the stiffness of the dampers. 
There is the familiar a quartet of proliles - 
Comfort, Auto, Dynamic and Individual - but 
further to this is a new Performance mode, 
activated by a separate button on the steering 
wheel, which has its own sub-profiles of Snow, 
Wet and Dry. These are all about maximum 
performance, not showboating; as Victor 
Underberg, head of suspension characteristics 
at Audi, later tells me, ‘If you want to drift, stick 
to Dynamic mode. These are really for the best 
lap time at the Niirburgring or Hockenheim.’ Or 
Silverstone and Cadwell Park, presumably. 

There is of course so much more. The Plus, 
distinguished by its fixed rear wing, comes 
M MaiKlaid with caibou uuauitc biakes, and 
although both can are equipped with 19-iiKh 
wheels as standard, there is a 20-inch option. 


For ultimate performance you 
can also opt for Michelln Pilot 
Sport Cup 2 tyres. It’s all mouth- 
watering stuff and the only 
contentious issue is that Dynamic 
Steering. Fortunately it’s optional, 
but Audi claims it has refined the 
system to give the holy grail of super- 
precise response with superb stability. 

I ask (several times) why Audi 
perseveres with a system that is 
universally hated by test drivers and 
reviewers alike and never get an entirely 
straight answer, but they flatly deny it’s 
just an engineering gimmick loved only by 
engineers. Victor Underberg gets closest to 
giving a valid reason for its existence. ‘The 
reason from our side is that it improves the car,’ 
he says confidently. ‘If the application, which is 
highly complex, is good then you find the perfect 
baUitce between agility and high-speed ttabiliiy. 
For example, in tome competitor cars the rear 
differential stabilises the car at high speeds, so you 


THE PLUS, 
DISTINGUISHED 
BY ITS FIXED 
WING, COMES 
AS STANDARD 
FITTED WITH 
CERAMIC 
BRAKES’ 


have direct steering but then it’s too nervous and 
they can use an e-diff to stop that nervousness. 
Instead, we can make the application perfect for 
many varied situations through the steering, 
damping and ESC settings.’ He also states that 
the variability is much narrower than in past 
applications, creating consistency that has been 
lacking in previous systems. We’ll go in with an 
open mind but a healthy dose of cynicism. . . 

So that’s the new R8 in a nutshell - more 
power, faster, lighter, stiffer, more configurable 
and with quicker-reacting and more versatile 
four-wheel drive. The design is a shade cautious 
and the interior a feast of quality materials and 
elegant industrial design, but what we really 
care about is the driving experience. Can it take 
the immersive fluidity of the old car and add a 
twist of Ferrari-style excitement? Will the new 
four-wheel-drive system indulge the driver so 
completely or will it be all-control-but-little- 
uueiacliou like the Huracan? We’ll know soon 
enough, but until then a few laps around Ascari 
in the wrong seat might provide some clues . . . □ 



Left: the naturally aspirated 
VIO engine puts out 602bhp In 
‘Plus’ guise - exactly the same 
as It produces In the Huracan; 
suspension is by double 
wishbones all round 



Left: our man 
Bovingdon hitches 
a ride with Audi 
factory racer Frank 
Stippler (bottom) in a 
disguised R8 VIO Plus 
atthe Ascara race 
resort in Spain 


Impressions of the new R8... 
from the passenger seat 


The journalist passenger ride is much derided these 
days and with good reason. The drip-feeding PR 
frenzy on the run-up to certain new car launches is 
little short of ludicrous. The tease of a headlamp here, 
a sound file of an exhaust note at SOOOrpm there, 
an interview with a designer to tell you what the car 
looks like (love thosei, maybe an ice drive thrown 
in for good measure (guess what? It's fun to drive 
anything on a frozen lake). The 'passenger rid"' has 
been tarred with the same brush. 

However , for a good part of my early career here 
at evo I spent many hours in the passenger seats 
of cars being lapped around places like the Bedford 
Autodrome. I was the sack of spuds and the only 
person capable of working our coal-powered laptop 
that interrogates the Racelogic VBOX, and I loved 
every second. It taught me how to drive and gave 
me an impression of a car’s behaviour well beyond 
the point I d ever push it on my own as a young road 
tester keen not to smash a car to pieces. So, although 
you ca-’t get every dynamic trait from the wrong 
seat, I reckon you can get a good feel for a car’s 
balance and transient behaviour. 

Oh, and the noise and acceleration. The latter feels 
nauseatingly strong from the moment Frank Stippler 
gives the Plus everything on the way out of the pits, 
and that big VIO is silky yet genuinely ferocious. The 
note is a bit harder than in the old car and there are 
more pops and crackles on the overrun without it 
quite descending into a comedy percussion troupe. 
The S-tronic box on the old car was super-smooth 
and quick but the new car snaps upshifts home more 
quickly and with a deliciously cushioned thud. 

Stippler has the car in Performance Dry mode 
and with the ESC fully disabled - so the fast but 
non-drifty mode. Yet, the R8 executes little oversteer 
slides out over the exit kerbs and even exhibits 
some nice turn-in oversteer if Stippler brakes deep 
into the apex. It’s encouraging and so is the general 
creaminess of the experience... the car seems to do 
everything in that uniquely smooth, measured way 
that I so love about the old car. it feels like an R8, only 
everything is happeninga bit faster, stippler seems to 
concur: 'I get the cars at a late stage when the main 
work is done and then we go to the racetrack, like the 
Nordschleife, and I give my impressions ’ he explains. 
'The initial impression was quite strong regarding, for 


example, steering angle and driveability on the limit, 
which was immediately better than the old ca'. When 
you step in a new car and it's immediately better 
then you get agood feeling. Then it’s about finding a 
good compromise for the road and the stability and 
response required for the track ’ 

Finding that balance wasn't as hard as Stippler 
had expected: 'It felt comfortable on the Nordschleife 
but also fast... we were not forced to make it very stir. 
The Lamborghini is adifferent philosophy. It's more 
orlessthesamespeedonthe racetrack but very 
different in fee ’ To be honest, the lap times d.:'''.’t 
concern me too much. It feels plentyfast enough. 

And the balance? ‘It’s still possible to slide the car; 
that has been retained ’ says Stipple', 'but at a higher 
level. But on the edge it’s even more driveable ' He 
even likes the Dynamic Steering, so is either a very 
good salesman or the R8 is a very special piece of 
kit. We look forward to finding out the truth and 
have everything crossed that the first-generation 
car wasn’t a fluke but the start of a long line of finely 
resolved and thrilling R8s. 
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for business 


With 250bhp propelling a small, stijf chassis weighing 
just 725kg, we've got high hopes for Britain's latest 
lightweight. Now it’s time to find out if the reality 
matches the promise, as we drive the very first 
production-spec Zenos ElO S 


OPEN 





ZENOS ElO S 


by RICHARD MEADEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH 



IT’S A UNIVERSAL TRUTH THAT 

spirts cars are as much about the people who 
create them as the nuts and bolts that hold them 
logcthei. Unless you've been hiding under a 
rock for the last year or so, you'll know Zenos is 
the brainchild of Ansar Ali, Mark Edwards and 
Chris Weston: three very different but equally 
determined men driven by the belief that they can 
create a fresh new car company building a family 
of innovative, individual lightweight sports cars. 

Having collectively held senior management and 
engineering positions at Lotus and Caterham, they 
understand the low-volume sports car business - 
and the many challenges it presents - better than 
most. Nevertheless, going it alone in a sector with 
established brands and knowledgeable, highly 
critical customers was a ballsy decision. 

evo has followed the Zenos journey every step of 


the way, with privileged behind-the-scenes access 
dating back to the formation of the company. In 
that time we’ve seen the company grow from three 
blokes in a small workshop to a nascent brand with 
exciting plans, and now to a fully fledged business 
with a three-figure order bank, impressive 
new premises and a growing team of talented 
engineers, technicians and back-office staff. 

Now, with the first customer deliveries just 
weeks away, the time has come for us to drive 
Zenos’s first production-spec car. It’s a big 
moment, both for us and Zenos, not least because 
it’s the first time anyone from the motoring media 
has driven the finished car. It’s an exclusive 
for which I should thank you, dear reader, for 
Zenos identified the evo readership as the most 
passionate, enthusiastic and discerning around. 
This is the moment of truth. 
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The ElO S is a turbochargeii, lightweight 
(725kg), ‘step-in’ mid-engined two-seater. 
Priced at £29,995, it sits above the entry- 
level, naturally aspirated ElO, but both cars 
share the same innovative chassis structure, 
using a central extruded-aluminium beam 
together with a recycled-carbonfibre tub and a 
thermoplastic honeycomb core for lightness and 
rigidity. The tub sits over the car’s spine rather 
like a saddle, creating a cockpit that’s protective 
yet invigoratingly open to the elements. 

Along with double wishbones front and rear, 
the ElO S’s front-end has inboard pushrod 
Bilstein dampers mounted to the alloy beam 
and kept from harm’s way in the event of a 
typical trackday-style accident. Affordability 
is a cornerstone of the Zenos approach, so 
the bodywork has also been designed with 


sacrificial sections that can be easily replaced. 
It makes for a distinctive machine, especially 
with the central structure painted black and the 
removable panels painted in a colour of your 
choice, in this instance Soarin’ Blue. 

Swing one leg, then the other, over the side of 
the tub, drop down into the thinly padded seat 
and the driving position is low and snug with 
little of the perceived vulnerability of more 
exposed cars, such as an Atom or Seven. Once 
strapped in you quickly feel settled, and while 
the gearlever sits high on the transmission 
tunnel, it doesn’t feel awkward, and slots 
through the H-pattern gate with slick precision. 

The interior is sparse with lots of exposed 
plastic. Given the lack of roof, doors or side 
windows it’s unquestionably functional, but 
the materials lack the aesthetic appeal of the 


Atom’s beautiful lattice tubing or the Elise’s 
bare aluminium tub. It’s a shame, for the 
hidden anodised aluminium beam and inboard 
dampers are both super-trick and appeal to the 
engineer in all of us. Knowing they’re there 
might be enough for some, but not everyone. 

Clean and simple, the dash features a pair 
of electronic displays that are both stylish and 
surprisingly legible. The larger central display 
is supplemented by a smaller panel directly 
ahead of the driver and can be configured to 
display different temperatures and pressures, 
or a lap-timer. It’s neat, bespoke and impressive 
technology. 

With the optional windscreen fitted, the 
cockpit is uncannily tranquil, to the point you 
can get away with sunglasses rather than a 
helmet. The windscreen is interchangeable 
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ZENOS ElO S 




Above: built with 
trackdaysinmind.the 
Zenos features steel 
roll-over and side-impact 
protection. Top right: TFT 
screens integrated into the 
dash are impressively slick. 
Right: Zenos has adopted 
an avant-garde styling 
philosophy for the ElO that 
helps it standout from 
other cars in its class 



with an aeroscreen that’s more suited to 
trackdays, but the slipstream is pretty brutal at 
high speed. Personally I prefer the car with the 
windscreen fitted - both to look at and drive - 
but each to their own. 

There’s no heater, but the seats are electrically 
heated - a neat and lightweight solution - so 
you do have some creature comforts. That 
said, during our wintry, sub-zero foray to the 
North York Moors my legs and feet in particular 
will become very cold, but I concede few ElO 
owners are likely to embark on 500-mile days 
when there’s snow on the ground. As sage 
outdoor types are want to say, there’s no such 
thing as bad weather, just the wrong clothing. . . 

There’s always a tendency to liken something 
new to something familiar, but the Zenos is 
most definitely its own car in look and feel, 
with an identity and a driving experience 
that’s genuinely distinct from its obvious rivals. 
That’s good news for us and Zenos, for it makes 
the ElO a more distinctive and compelling 
proposition. It promises something new. 

Of course, there’s an inherent sharpness 
and urgency that all low-mass, low-slung 
two-seaters share, but the ElO S has a 
satisfying blend of meaty control weights and 
planted precision that gives you tremendous 
confidence and trust in its responses. The anvil- 
like integrity of the aluminium spine gives a 
rare sense of solidity, allowing the suspension 
to work unhindered for a pleasing sense of 
deftness and agility. Threading the ElO S along 
a great road is addictive and satisfying in equal 
measure, though it’s not wildly expressive like 
a similarly powerful Caterham, or as intense 



The driving 
position is 
low and snug 
with little of 
the perceived 
vulnerability of 
more exposed 
cars' 
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'Through fast 
corners or slow, 
the Zenos has 
a neutrality 
that^s as 
impressive as it 
is exploitable^ 


as an Atom. If you were to draw a dynamic 
comparison, it’s closest in feel to an Elise, but 
even this doesn’t fully hit the nail on the head. 
Perhaps somewhere between the Lotus and 
the old Noble M12 paints a clearer picture, 
the latter similarity as much down to the 
characteristics of the ElO S’s turbocharged 
engine as the clarity of its steering and general 
feeling of a chassis designed and set up by 
someone who cares about dynamics. 

The steering is weighty, but stops short of 
being overly hefty. Its rate of response is spot- 
on, each nudge of the wheel eliciting just the 
right reaction from the front end. There’s 
tons of grip to lean on and equally generous 
reserves of traction, yet you can always feel 
how much you’re using and how much remains 
in reserve, so getting to know the car’s limits is 
a tactile process rather than an uncomfortable 
leap of faith. Likewise the brakes - there are 
larger optional Alcon discs and calipers up 
front on this car - are brilliantly feelsome, with 
great power and progression and a consistently 
hard pedal. That’s essential given the absence 
of ABS, but even in cold, damp conditions there 
are no nasty surprises, and the limited pedal 
travel makes heel-and-toe downshifts simple 
to execute. In fact. I’d go so far as to say few 
middle pedals feel better. 

Ride-wise the ElO S is taut enough to feel 
alive and immediate, but supple enough not to 
be tripped-up by a bumpy road. Our route has 
the capacity to undo a car’s damping in minutes, 
but the Zenos copes with everything we throw 
at it, never once feeling twitchy or nervous, 
even when traversing icy mid-corner rivulets 


Above right: Zenos has 
assembled a car capable 
of making fast, unflustered 
progress; optional LSD 
may yield more driver 
involvement, however. Top 
left: two-tone bodywork 
is the result ofthe ElO S’s 
easily replaceable panels 
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Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1999cc, turbo 
C02 n/a 

Power 250bhp@7000rpm 
Torque 2951b ft @ 2500rpm ^ 
Transmission Six-speed manual (option), rear-wheel drive 
Front suspension Double wishbones, coil springs, inboard 
pushrod dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Double wishbones, coil springs, dampers, 
anti-roll bar 

Brakes Ventilated 300mm front discs (option), 
solid 278mm rear discs 
Wheels 16infrontr47in rear 


Tyres 195/50 ZR16 front, 225/45 ZR17 rear 
Weight 725kg 

Power-to-weight 350bhp/ton 


0-62mph 4.0sec (claimed) 


Top speed 145mph (claimed) 


Basic price £29,995 



of meltwater. When it does break traction in 
lower gears it tracks straight and true, and once 
you learn to read the signs, you can happily ride 
out any brief flurries of wheelspin. 

Through fast corners or slow, the Zenos has 
a consistent neutrality that’s as impressive as it 
is exploitable. Of course, with 2951b ft you can 
make the rear-end work harder and bring the 
tail into play, but its a subtle shift in balance 
rather than an exuberant wag of oversteer. I’d 
be interested to try an ElO S with less grippy 
tyres than the Avon ZZRs, plus the optional 
LSD, for I get the sense that these would make 
the Zenos a little more playful at less committed 
speeds. Still, even with the sticky rubber and 
open diff, there’s no doubt you feel engaged and 
connected to what the car is doing, even though 
ultimately it doesn’t require you to make much 


in the way of critical steering or throttle inputs 
once you’ve got the front-end turned in. 

The 1999cc Ford EcoBoost motor feels keen to 
rev and extremely strong from low revs right to 
ZOOOrpm. With so much torque on tap it makes 
effortless progress, be it on the motorway, where 
a mild squeeze of the throttle in sixth brings a 
satisfying shove of acceleration, or on a fast A- 
or B-road, where you can make swift progress 
by smoothly stroking along in the higher gears. 
Light it up from a standstill at Zenos claims it’ll 
hit 60mph in 4.0sec and run to 145mph. The 
acceleration figure feels about right, but that 
top speed might be a little optimistic. Crucially, 
if you fancy working yourself and the ElO S 
harder, it’s more than happy to up its game. You 
can have some fun in this car, no question. 

We wanted to be the first to bring you driving 


impressions of the ElO S, which meant our plans 
were somewhat at the mercy of the weather. 
In the end we didn’t have an opportunity to 
conduct a meaningful test of the ElO S on track, 
but we’ll revisit it in the coming weeks and 
report back with a full track test and video. 

Until then we can’t give an unequivocal 
verdict on how successfully the ElO S nails 
its road and trackday brief, but if the way 
it handled the challenging roads of North 
Yorkshire is anything to go by (not to mention 
our prior experience of an ElO development 
car at Snetterton some months back), we’re 
confident the poised, exploitable and engaging 
style of road performance should result in a 
track car that’s equally adept at looking after 
inexperienced drivers and rewarding old 
hands. We look forward to finding out. □ 
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MATTIAS EKSTROM 


'In a rally car, 
on such a track, 

I have to say I 
am not scared 
of anyone, and 
when I met Loeb I 
knew that this was 
probably the best 
chance of my life’ 

Motorsportfans will always argue over who is the most by henry c atchpole 
talented driver in the racing world. It is, of course, 
impossible to know without gathering Alonso, McRae, 

Ickx et al at a neutral venue in a dimension immune to 
the effects of time. But if anyone has a claim to be the 
very best of his era, it’s Mattias Ekstrom. . . 




‘I think that’s 
what racing is all 
about - finding 
the grip limit. And 
it doesn’t matter 
what car you are in’ 


UST FOR THE FIRST COUPLE OF 

paragraphs, I’d like you to imagine that you’re 
French. Have a shrug to get yourself in the mood. 
It’s December 2006 and you’re on the outskirts of 
Paris, sitting in the stands of le Stade de France. 
The lush green grass has been replaced with a grey 
serpentine racetrack for the Race of Champions. 
It’s the final, and pulling up to the start line is your 

superhuman countryman Sebastien Loeb, a newly 
crowned three-time World Rally Champion who has 
comfortably dispatched Colin McRae in the semi-final. No 
wonder really, as he’s driving his Citroen Xsara WRC - a 
car in which he has been so dominant that he won this 
year’s WRC title without even turning up to the final four 
rounds. In the other lane, in an identical Citroen Xsara 
WRC, is Mattias Ekstrom, DTM champion in 2004. You 
settle into your plastic chair. The race is what you might 
call afaitaccompJi. 

Except that a few minutes later, as the two rally cars 
round their respective final 
corners, the situation is, in 
the words of the French TV 
commentators, ‘Tr^s iris iris 
sirieux!’ Sitting in the stands 
you can’t believe what you are 
seeing, no-one around you 
can either, but moments later 
Ekstrom crosses the finish 
line two tenths of a second in 
front. The stadium falls silent. 

‘Incroyable,’ says one 
commentator quietly, clearly 
stunned. 

‘Incroyable,’ agrees the 
other. 

A few minutes later the young Swede has compounded 
matters, absolutely trouncing Loeb by a full six seconds in 
the rematch using Renault Megane Trophys. Ekstrom is 
champion. 

He went on to record two more RoC victories in 2007 
and 2009, beating none other than Michael Schumacher 
in the final both times. In 2013 he also won a Red Bull- 
organised buggy race in the snow, beating both Loeb and 
Sebastien Ogier. In short, a man who most people wouldn’t 
recognise if they passed him in the street (despite racking 
up another DTM championship in 2009) could just be the 
best driver in the world. 

Ekstrom is also the sort of polymath driver that I find 
fascinating and which you rarely see these days. Back in 
the 1960s, Clark, Hill, Moss et al would famously race any 
number of different cars, frequently in the same weekend, 
but nowadays careers tend to be very narrow. Occasionally 
we see people like Loeb or Raikkonen switching codes 
but it is rare. Ekstrom, however, has driven touring 
cars, V8 Supercars, Group N rally cars, WRC rally cars, 
NASCARs, GT cars and rallycross cars. What’s more, he 
seems to have been inordinately successful in most of the 
categories, even though he has only dipped in and out of 
many of them. 

T think what is making a challenge in life is learning to 
do a bit of everything,’ says Ekstrom when I meet him in 


Finland on an Audi RS3 event where he is giving taxi rides 
on the snow (have a watch on evo’s YouTube channel). 
He’s a very happy chap. Smiley, slightly above average 
height, with light blonde hair and youthful, almost boyish 
looks that belie his 36 years. I’m keen to know what it felt 
like to beat Loeb and how he thought he did it. 

‘In a rally car, on such a track, I have to say I am not 
scared of anyone, and when I met him I knew that this was 
probably the best chance of my life and when I managed to 
beat him I never felt surprised. And I’m not being arrogant,’ 
he says quickly and earnestly. ‘In race-car driving I knew I 
could beat him; on a rally. . . probably never if I am honest, 
but to drive on a sealed surface, to learn to drive at the grip 
limit is where I think I am quite good. That is my biggest 
skill - to find the limit of the tyre. So you drive the car on 
the grip limit and that’s it. It’s very simple! But to find the 
limit it’s not so simple, so that’s why I think I managed to 
beat Loeb. Also with Schumacher.’ 

Looking back at the video, Ekstrom does actually look 
a little surprised after beating Loeb (he also looks quite 
nervous on the start line), but I’m intrigued by this very 
definite feel he has for cars. 

‘I think that’s what racing is all about - finding the grip 
limit. And it doesn’t matter what car you are in. How do 
you drive the car if the grip limit is in the front? How do 
you drive if it is at the rear? How do you compensate? The 
build up of the grip can be very shallow,’ he says, tracing 
an imaginary graph in the air, ‘and it can come over the 
point [where it breaks away] and it can be shallow again. 
That’s what this snowy test track up here in Finland is 
like and that’s why it’s the best way to learn. Racing; it’s 
more sharp up, sharp down. And some tyres can be very 
shallow up and very steep down, and others can be steep 
up and shallow on the other side. It’s all depending on the 
aerodynamics, the tyre construction, the surface... so it’s 
complicated if you break it into detail,’ he says cheerih’. 

As a child he was more into tennis, football and ice 
hockey, only taking up karting relatively late. When I ask 
why he didn’t go down the single-seater route (the obvious 
gap in his palmares, although he has said he’d love to test 
an FI car) he says candidly, ‘No f***ing budget when I was 
young! We gave up on the single-seater money pit before 
we ruined the family.’ His explanation for why he chose 
circuit racing in general rather than rallying is rather 
more unexpected, however. Apparently he was something 
of a neat freak when he was young, and going through a 
stage where everything - house, shoes, car - had to be 
clean meant that he understandably leant towards racing 
rather than rallying as a result. He’s still a very tidily 
turned-out person now, but says he realised eventually 
that just because something was dirty, it didn’t mean that 
it wasn’t professional. 

Nonetheless, Ekstrom committed to being ‘the best 
Touring Car driver and all-round driver in the world’ 
and he’s got a reasonable claim to that. He started out in 
Renault 5s then came second in the Swedish Touring Car 
Championship in a Volvo 850 in 1997 before going on to 
win in 1999. From there he went into DTM but he has also 
won the Spa 24 Hours in an Audi R8 LMS. In 2013 he had 
a one-off wildcard outing in V8 Supercars at the Bathurst 
1000 (‘my favourite track’) and finished tenth, a result that 
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Above; Ekstrom beat Michael 
Schumacher to the Race of 
Champions titie in 2007 and 
'09. Above right: and before 
that, in '06, he won ahead of 
Sebastian Loeb. Right and left: 
Mattias has driven in DIM for 
the Abt Sportsiine team since 
2001, starting out in an Abt-Audi 
TT-R, then moving to an Audi 
A4 DIM in 2004 and taking the 
drivers' titie both that year and 
in 2007. Beiow left: ceiebrating 
one of many DIM wins. Below: 
his 580bhp Audi SI Supercar in 
theWoridRaliycross 





Left: Ekstrom currently races an 
RS5 in the DTM championship, 
still for the Abt Sportline team; 
he finished second overall in 
2014. Below: SI Supercar is 
Ekstrom’s favourite car 


‘With 
NASCAR 
the team 
has no 
data on 
you, so 
the driver 
has 100 
per cent 
input’ 



apparently led five-time V8 Supercar champ Matk Skaife 
to comment that it was one of the best debutant di ives he 
had ever seen. There were also three outings in the Skoda 
Fabia WRC car in 2005 and 2000, although Ekstrom 
adntits that he neverdid enough pace-note preparation to 
be truly competitive, tenth being his best result. 

NASCAR might seem the most cuiious <.>f Ekstrom’s 
adventures but he clearly adored his time in America in 
2010, something that shows when I ask who he rates 
as drivers. ‘Walter Rdhil is always going to be one. Stig 
Blomqvist. Modern times, Jimmie Johnson; I think he is 
a great person, but lately I also add Jeff Gordon to my list 
because I think he’s put his career into second gear and he 
IS nailing it. Loeb will always be one too.’ When I ask why 
he likes Amer ican stock cars so much he’s very specific. 

‘What I love with NASCAR is that although they have 
modern engineering, as a driver the team has no data 
on you, so the driver has 100 per cent input. I like this a 
lot because good engineers are very often making up for 
bad drivers with a lot of data. If you take out the data the 
world would be different.’ Ekstrom says that’s also one of 
the reasons he is enjoying his latest venture, rallycross, 
where he’s had two second places and a win from the four 
FIA World Rallycross rounds he’s squeezed in between 
DTM commitments. . . 



’With rallycross there are some sensors, yes, but the 
di iver is also very much the data logger.’ Maltias’s father, 
Bengt, was a rallycross driver. ‘But when he was in it I 
was completely ignoring it! I didn't like it!’ says Ekstrom 
junior. Things are rather different now, though, with his 
own son. Mats. 'If my son asked me on a sunny afternoon, 
“Papa, you di ive so many cars - which is the best?” I say, 
“Rallycross Supercar.” and the reason is simple. The car 
we have, an Audi SI , it is very short, it is realls wide, it has 
tyre grip which is incredible on tarmac and also on gravel, 
the cars are jumping, they have 580bhp, 6301b ft f>f torque, 
hit lOOkph |62mph] in 2.5 seconds and even though it’s 
short racing, it’s still so exciting that you nearly explode.’ 

Ekstrom is branching out into management for 2015, 
running his own World Rallycross team. He likes the fact 
that it makes him think a bit differently, but will still be 
driving because, as it’s clear, he absolutely loves it. While 
plenty of professional drivers would do the bare minimum 
on a media event like the one we’re on, that’s not the case 
for Ekstrom. Despite there being no trophies, prizes, 
championships or even lap times to fight for, he is still 
driving as hard as he can using every bit of his talent. 

'I can enjoy doing this for four days, because it’s giving it 
hell all the time and trying to get it right. When you are all 
gone I am practising by myself. . . finding that grip limit.’ □ 
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From M4 to Fiesta ST, evo’s Fast Fleet is the biggest and most 
comprehensive long-term section in the business. This month. . 


VWGOLFGTI 

by Sam Riley 

Film-maker QSi 

The Goif bows out of the Fast 
Fleet with its reputation solidly 
intact. But would Riley part 
with his own cash for one? 



PORSCHE 911 SC 

byNickTrott 

Editor 

Slowly but surel.Jrott’s 
30-year-old 911 is seeing more 
action. But winter's parting gift 
is frustrating to say the least 


MASERATI 

GRANCABRIO 

bySSO 

Contributor 

The SSO replaces his wife’s 
ageing XKR Convertible with 
something a little more exotic... 



KIA PROCEED GT 

by Stuart Gallagher 

Managing editor 

Bereft of Parrott’s heavy 
photography kit, our Kia looks 
to win over another fan in the 
evo team 


RENAULT MtGANE 

by Richard Meaden 

Contributing editor 

Our hot Megane continues 
to delight when the hammer 
drops, but also proves its worth 
in more mundane matters 



FERRARU58 ITALIA 

by Simon George 

Contributor 

It’s either repair under 
warranty, a new engine under 
warranty, or nothing under 
warranty for our V8 supercar... 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 

by Nick Trott 

Editor 

Major mileage for the Sport 
this month, which means 
plenty of time to get friendly 
with the infotainment system 



AUDI SI 

by Jethro Bovlngdon 

Contributing editor 

A sprinkling of snow means it's 
time for Bovingdon to put the 
Si's quattro four-wheel-drive 
system to the test 



SUBARU WRXSTI 

by Stuart Gallagher 

Managing editor 

Carefully mete out your 
enthusiasm, says Gallagher, 

«Klir»MM SUMnrcan 
p*rton*twrtnipio<nb 



FORD FIESTA ST 

by Henry Catchpole 

Features editor 

Some say it’s been a long time 
coming, but our most modest 
hot hatch has now been fettled 
by Essex outfit Mountune 



SEAT LEON CUPRA 

bylanEveleigh 

Production editor 

When a ferociously fast - but 
supposedly standard - Cupra 
turned up for a group test, 
Eveleigh had some concerns 



SUBARU IMPREZA 

byNickTrott 

Editor 

After a disastrous start with 
his Impreza, Trott pencils a visit 
to Litchfield into the diary. It’s 
timeforanew engine... 



by Dean Smith 

Contributing photographer 

Having benefitted only on very 
few occasions from his new 
winter tyres. Smith longs for 
snow. Pity winter is all but over 


by Dan Prosser 

Road test editor 

Head-up displays: brilliant, 
the future, a must-have. Until, 
that is, you’re in an M4 and the 
speed limit graphic is wrong 


BMW 2002, Ferrari F40, Ferrari Scuderia Spider 16M, 
Ford Escort RS2000, Lamborghini Murcielago, 
Lancia Delta integrate, Mazda MX-5 Mk2, McLaren 
12C Spider, Peugeot 106 Rallye, Porsche 996 Carrera, 
Renaultsport Clio 182, Toyota Celica GT-Four WRC 



^ fastfleet@evo.co.uk Q ©evomagazine Q www.facebook.com/evomagazine 
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Volkswagen GolfGTI 


END OF TERM 

VW 

Golf GTI 

Film-maker Riley parts 
with what he believes is 
the finest GolfGTI since 
his oldMk2eight-valver 


THE FIRST WEEKEND 
after I adopted 
KX63 PYA from evo s 
then-departing motoring editor, 
Mike Duff, it managed to ciock 
159mph on the two-miie straight 
at Bruntingthorpe, impressively 
exceeding Volkswagen’s claimed 
top speed of 155mph. In the months 
since, the GTI has also exceeded my 
expectations in almost every other 
area. Put simply, it's been brilliant, 
but now it's time to say goodbye. 

As a modern VW product, it’s 
hardly surprising that the Golf 
has dispatched daily duties with 
something approaching disdain. 
However, this has only made its 
abilities as an entertainer seem 
even more remarkable. The cross- 
country pace its 2-litre turbo engine 
and pliant chassis summon up is 
massively impressive, especially 
when you consider the GTI s slightly 
staid public image of a hot hatch 
mellowed with age and no longer 


equipped with enough firepower 
to match the best from Renault, 
Vauxhall and even SEA*. 

On a trip up to the Cairngorms, 

I can remember the Golf gamely 
hanging on to the apron strings of an 
Aston V8 Vantage N430 being driven 
by Henry Catchpole along the A93 
'Old Military Road' in the moonlight 
- hanging on, that is, to a bona 
fide sports car with 430bhp and 
3611b ft. I've not driven many cars 
that give the driver the same level 
of confidence to work at the limit of 
their performance envelope as the 
Mk7 GTI; not even the four-wheel- 
drive Golf R gets close for me. 

I won't go as far as to suggest 
that the VW kept up with the 


LaFerrari when we went to shoot 
our epic twin-test with that car 
and an Enzo on the Llanberis Pass 
(evo 203), but the view through the 
windscreen as the 950bhp Italian 
hypercar shimmied through corners 
was extraordinarily satisfying. 

I'm certain that the real-world 
pace that made that view possible 
was largely due to the optional 
Performance Pack, which adds 
lObhp (taking the total to a healthy 
227bhp), larger brakes and, crucially, 
an apex-magnetising limited-slip 
diff. At just £995 you d be mad to 
spec a GTI without it. If you also 
spec the £815 Dynamic Chassis 
Control, my tip is to keep the 
dampers in Normal (everything else 


Tve not driven many cars that 
give the driver the same ievei of 
I confidence to work at the iimit’ 





VWGolfGTI 




Above: Golf demonstrated the virtues of practicality and performance in a single 
package to persuasive effect. Below: winter tyres never really came into their own 


can be put into Sport), as this is 
the key to the car’s impeccable 
manners during fast road driving. 

The GTI’s pace is a big part of 
why it is undoubtediy the best 
long-termer I’ve ever taken charge 
of, but it’s by no means the oniy 
one. As evo’s fiim-maker I probabiy 
rack up more annual miles than 
anyone else at the magazine, 
and countless trips to Anglesey 
and Snowdonia, the Highlands, 
and all over the rest of the British 
Isles have highlighted just how 
effortlessly this car slips into its 
secondary role as a cruiser. 

Showing as much as 40mpg 
on long runs, the Golf has been 
mercifully cheap to run. It’s also 
hugely comfy and nearly church- 
quiet inside, and I can’t fault the 
interior space either. I know these 
are rarely the main reasons why 
one buys a hot hatch, but they’re 
all nice bonuses. 

Costs-wise, the GTI had one 
service during its time with us. This 
was taken care of by VW, but would 
have cost around £140-180 at a 
dealer. We also spent nearly £700 
on tyres: first there was £218 for 
two fresh OE-spec Bridgestones 
(which we really liked) for the front 
at around 10,000 miles, then later 
£464 for a set of Pirelli Sottozero 3 
cold weather tyres, which our 
winter this year was a little too 



mild to make the most of. 

On the reliability front, an array 
of warning lights appeared on the 
dash during the car’s early days 
with us. This was traced to a faulty 
ABS control unit, and once this was 
replaced the car ran like clockwork. 

Often the best indicator of 
whether a Fast Fleet car has really 
cut the mustard is to ask the 
staffer running it whether they 
would buy one with their own hard- 
earned money. So, would I buy a 
Performance Pack-equipped Mk? 
Golf GTI with a six-speed manual 
’box? Yes I would. It ticks too 
many boxes to be ignored and is 
all but unbeatable as an everyday 
performance car. □ 

Sam Riley (^amg riley) 


Date acquired January 2014 
Duration of test 12 months 


Total test mileage 

22,238 

Overall mpg 

31.6 

Costs 

£822 

Purchase price 

£32,120 

Trade-In value 

£22,800 

Depreciation 

£9320 



Maserati 

GranCabrio Sport 

The Secret Supercar Owner’s better half needed to 
replace her XKR Convertible. Step forward Maserati 


FOR SEVERAL MONTHS 
a Maserati GranCabrio 
has occupied a spot 
of honour in our garage. It is not 
mine, however - it belongs to my 
far better and fairer half, for whom 
it now provides daily transport. It 
replaces a Jaguar XKR Convertible 
that served as her prior daily 
driver for seven years. Over that 
period the Jaguar’s gearbox, roof 
hydraulics and a long list of other 
bits had to be replaced, fortunately 
mostly under warranty. My wife’s 
tolerance for misfortune is far 
greater than mine. 

Anyway, the decision flow which 
got us to the Maserati was long 
and a bit contorted. The main 
criteria for the replacement were 


that it had to be just as elegant 
as the XKR, a convertible, more 
reliable, have a similar colour 
combination, be able to carry more 
than two adults on occasion, and 
be engaging to drive. The initial 
discussion revolved around a 
Porsche 911 Cabriolet and from 
there extended to include a few 
different cars - not least because 
I had a negative experience with 
a Porsche dealer concerning a 
Carrera GT, and this, coupled with 
the lack of response I got on a 918 
Spyder inquiry, put a fork firmly in 
the idea of a 911. 

An Audi RS5 Cabriolet was next 
on the list and looked to be a highly 
viable candidate. Then came a 
trip to the local dealership, which 
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Maserati GrmCahrio Sport 



handles McLaren and Maserati, 
too. Sitting in the middle of the 
showroom was a Blu Mediterraneo 
GranCabrio Sport and that was that. 

In short, Maserati has completely 
nailed the balance of elegance and 
performance, and the GranCabrio 
attracts numerous spontaneous 
positive comments. More than any 
of our other cars, it is the ‘thumbs 
up' car, and while it's more GT than 


sports car, it does move very smartly 
when asked. On the few occasions I 
have been allowed to push on a bit, 
I’ve been impressed by the overall 
performance. The 454bhp V8 is a 
thing of beauty and one of the best 
sounding engines we have owned. 

Practicalities? It’s not a small car 
but it manages to have the smallest 
boot of any we have owned since the 
F50. Even the Mosler MT900S held 


more grocery bags across its rear. 

Other than the boot, though, as a 
daily driver the Maserati is flawless. 
Parking in US-size spots is easy and 
the sensors are almost not needed. 
The rear-view camera works very 
well and the roof opens and closes 
quickly. Handling in the wet is fine 
and traffic is not a concern - the 
temperature gauges never move 
past normal when crawling along. 


So, if the future is as good as the 
start, the Maserati GranCabrio will 
be with us for quite some time. □ 

Secret Supercar Owner 

(@SupercarOwner) 

Date acquired Novembe r 2014 
Total mileage 565 
Mileage this month 230 
Costs this month £0 
mpg this month 17.0 

RenaultsportMegane275 lYophy 


Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy 

Meaden’s hardcore hatchback proves its worth as a mile-muncher before returning to business as usual 


11 WHEN YOU LIVE out in the 
I W I sticks, mid-winter means 
* * mud, and plenty of it. 

Consequently the poor old Megane 
has been doing its best Land Rover 
impression of late. Perhaps black 
wasn’t the best choice of colou’. 
Then again, you can't get brown. 

I’ve done a fair few longish 
motorway runs this month, which 
accounts for the unusually frugal 
average mpg figure. Indeed, on 
one return trip from Northants to 
Surrey it did nearly 33mpg, which is 
a new personal best. On my more 
usual blend of country roads I rarely 
see better than 24, and if I’ve had a 
particularly spirited run home it’ll dip 
to 21. 1 d be interested to know how 
something like a Golf R compares, so 


if you own one, drop us a line. 

With petrol prices falling to their 
lowest for years, I’ve acquired a 
taste for superunleaded, employing 
Man Maths tojustify filling up with 
the good stuff because it’s no more 
expensive than the watery stuff 
used to be a few weeks ago. The 
Megane really seems to appreciate 
it, responding more immediately 
and pulling with more conviction, 
especially in Sport mode. I’m sure it’s 
popping and banging a bit more on 
the overrun, too, which is a bonus. 

On the few dry drives I’ve had, it's 
been great to push tne Trophy harder 
and get those Ohiins dampers and 
Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres into the meat 
of their operating zones. The Meg 
really does thrive on commitment, 


finding tremendous grip and traction 
into and out of corners and refusing 
to let bumps and crests phase it. 
Especially lumpy roads can make 
things a bit physical, but the Recaro 
seat holds you tight and the damping 
rarely, if ever, gets wrong-footed. 

The brakes are generally excellent, 
but if you really give them some stick 
they do begin to protest. I think they 
might struggle on a brake-heavy 
circuit, so the next opportunity I 
get. I’ll try a few laps at Bedford to 
see how they stand up. Then I’ll have 
a good benchmark with which to 
compare the optional Renaultsport 
350mm front disc upgrade, which I’ll 
be getting fitted in the near future. □ 
R ichard Meaden 
(@DickieMeaden) 


‘The Recaro seat 
holds you tight 
and the damping 



wrong-footed' 


Left: salt, mud, and freezing-cold nights 
have combined to form an impressive 
carapace on Meaden’sKWganeTrophy 

Date acquired November 2014 
Total mileage 3831 
Mileage this month 725 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month 29.6 
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Porsche 

911 SC 

Strong traction, plenty 
of feedback and a 
decent heater all help 
when driving a classic 
car in winter. Two out of 
three ain’t bad... 


OLLlEATRPMTechnik 
reckons it’ll be another 
ten years before I will need 
to give the underside of my SC any 
weather or corrosion protection, 
such was the comprehensive 
work they carried out to re-zinc, 
powdercoat and generally seal the 
components closest to the road. He 
also added: Just get out and drive 
the bloody thing ’ 

So what s the reality of driving 
a 1982 Porsche in winte'? Well, if 
you’ve left the car outside, you’ll 
find yourself scraping a fair amount 
of ice from the glass only to find 
some fog on the inside of the 


windows. There s clearly moisture 
in the car somewhere that needs 
investigating; Mark Dixon from sister 
magazine Octane suggested keeping 
a tray of dehumidifying crystals in 
the car overnight in the meantime. 

The engine always starts first 
time and settles into a 900-1000rpm 
idle. Start-up always makes me 
smile; my car has a full SSI stainless 
exhaust system fitted and, frankly, 
sounds the absolute business. 

Next, you attempt to remember 
how the heater controls work. In 
very simple terms, the sliders in 
the dash operate air-flow quantity 
and direction, and the rotary dial 


between the seats determines the 
temperature. Orchestrate these 
sliders and dials and you might, 
fTHgPf, just create a balance of screen 
demisting and cabin temperature. 

The dial between the seats is an 
uncharacteristically overcomplicated 
piece of engineering by Porsche. All 
it does is electrically operate a servo 
that in turn opens and closes the 
heat exchanger flaps. Early 911s (and 
the later 3.2 Clubsport) had a pair of 
sliders directly attached to the heat 
exchanger flaps, which did exactly 
the same job. 

For that reason, I’ve asked RPM 
to remove the dial, servos and 





Range Rover 
Sport SDV8 

Pleasant surprises for 
Trott - with one snag 

ASK ANY CAR dealer: first 
impressions matter. And 
my first impressions of the 
Sport have generally been good. It 
helped that it arrived in the middle 
of winter, and with a Range Rover 
on the drive you never have to think 
twice about the road conditions. 

But there are other reasons why the 
Sport does a good job of ingratiating 
itself with you. In no particular 
order, I like the following (some are 
simply feel-good features; others are 
considered practical features)... 

The exceptional interior styling; 
the light with a silhouette of the car 
that shines from the underside of 
the door mirror onto the ground; the 
’access’ ride height; the customised 
illuminated sill plates; the fast- 
acting heated steering wheel and 
seats; the heated ‘quick-clear’ 
screen; the 20-way adjustable seats; 
the visibility; the low-end torque and 
the near-seamless shifts. I also like 
the fact that, despite its size, the 
Sport s square dimensions, relatively 
thin pillars and lofty driving position 
make it a cinch to park. 

Howeve', were I a Range Rover 
salesman I would never, ever allow 
the prospective customer to 
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Porsche 911 SC 



electrical gubbins and fit oid-school 
sliders. I’ii report back in the coming 
months. 

Once running, it doesn’t take 
long for your feet and hands to get 
warm, but the screen takes an age 
to demist. Every morning, without 
fail, I consider making the £500 
investment in a heated screen. 

Out on the road, you never worry 
too much about slippery conditions 
as the wonderful steering gives you 
pienty of messages from the road 
surface and there's no shortage of 
rear traction. 

The same goes for the brakes; 
exceptional pedal feel means you're 


always fully aware of where the 
lock-up point lies. 

And that’s it really - it's a doddle. 
I’m lucky that I’ve got a brilliant 
set of Lume Technik LED lights for 
the dark evenings, and that I don’t 
have to worry too much about salt 
or corrosion. All said there’s no real 
drama in using this 32-year-old 911 
in winter. No drama at all. □ 

Nick. Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired March 2014 
Total mileage 90618 

Mileage this month 149 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month n/a 


Range Rover SDV8 


Kia Proceed GT 



operate the ageing infotainment 
system. It is woeful. Don’t get me 
wrong - it has the right features 
(Bluetooth, satnav, TV, DAB, etc) 
but ergonomically it doesn’t even 
get close to the systems in Audis, 
BMWs and Mercedes. The main 
issue is the combination of an 
unresponsive touchscreen and 
overcomplicated menus. The 
screen’s graphics and resolution 
are poor, and on a couple of 
occasions the whole system 
has simply frozen. It needs a 
total rethink. A new system is 
supposedly on the way; I hope 
the touchscreen interface is 
binned completely and Land Rover 
simplifies the menu systems. 

On the road, the Sport’s 
strengths lie in its ride, refinement 
and noise isolation. It does a good 
impression of being sporty in 
Dynamic mode (heavier steering, 
sharper throttle responsive, stiffer 
suspension) but is never truly 
convincing. The 4367cc diesel V8, 
on the other hand, is a delight - 
brawny, responsive and smooth. I 
can’t honestly say I’ve experienced 
a really memorable or even thrilling 
drive yet - but let’s see what the 
coming months bring. □ 

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 9286 
Mileage this month 7204 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month 28.2 


Kia Proceed GT 

Temporarily freed from 
photography duties, our 
Kia wins another fan 

THE ADVANCE LOGISTICAL 
planning for the evo fleet 
wouldn’t take up much 
space on the top of a pinhead, 
which is why with no notice you 
can find yourself stepping out of 
the lofty confines of the editor’s 
Range Rover Sport and into the 
shake, rattle and thump of my 
normal steed, the WRX STI. And it’s 
also why I found myself in Aston 
Parrott’s Kia Proceed GT for a 
couple of weeks this month. 

Thankfully the office’s quiff 
specialist had removed his bucket 
and stepladder from the cockpit 
prior to the car’s appearance in 
last month’s hot hatch test, and 
tie d even waved a vacuum hose 
somewhere near the interior. So 
despite 18,000 miles at the hands 
of a photographer, our Kia still looks 
remarkably fresh inside and out. 

During the first couple of days, 
the Kia and I covered 400 miles 
and I couldn’t find anything to 
moan about - a minor miracle, as 
anyone who knows me will tell you. 
The 201bhp turbocharged 1.6-litre 
engine has plenty when you need 
it, while the chassis, though not 
the sharpest, responds cleanly 


to your requests. It won’t win any 
handling-day gongs, but when you 
want to get from A to B at a decent 
pace, the Kia will do it. The steering 
doesn’t offer much in tactile 
feedback, but it’s nicely weighted 
and the linear response gives you 
something to work with. 

But what really impressed was 
just how well the GT can slip into 
your life. The interior is well built, 
the design doesn’t offend and the 
infotainment system is one of 
the most straightforward you'll 
ever use. On the cold nights of 


press week, the heated seats and 
steering wheel were welcome; 
the lack of DAB less so. But overall 
the Kia is a well-rounded, sorted 
package. And as first attempts at 
a hot hatch go, the Proceed GT is 
proving to be a great effort. □ 
Stuart Gallagher 
(@stuartg917) 

Date acquired May 2014 
Total mileage 20,144 
Mileagethis month 3738 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthismonth 3C.5 



www.evo.co.uk 135 



Ferrari 458 Italia 




Ferrari 458 Italia 


A troubling engine diagnosis has George at the mercy 
of Ferrari and its warranty claims department... 


LAST MONTH I mentioned 
that WXll had developed 
a rather worrying knocking 
noise from the top end of its 
peeriess 4.5-litre V8. 

Fortunately, the car still had 
five months left of its four-year 
manufacturer’s warranty, and 
shortly after the car was deposited 
at Graypaul, the Nottingham 
dealer contacted me to say Ferrari 
had authorised the V8’s removal 
for a thorough diagnosis. Initially 
Graypaul’s technicians thought it 
might be a hydraulic tappets issue, 
but then came the more depressing 
news that it appeared there was 
significant camshaft damage. 

Then began the wait for a 
decision by Ferrari's warranty 
department about how to progress 
matters. From what I gathered, the 
options included a brand-new V8 
(very welcome), or replacement 


camshafts together with the 
aforementioned tappets. Or, of 
course, there could have been a 
refusal to do anything, given this 
car’s non-standard useage. 

I really didn’t want to spend 
much brain power considering 
that eventuality, but having been 
down this road before with other 
supercars, I was rather dubious of 
a positive result. Let’s face it, WXll 
spends most weekends travelling at 
high speed around the likes of Castle 
Combe, Rockingham, Blyton Park 
or Longcross Proving Ground (and 
that’s in addition to belting up and 
down the Ml every weekday in all 
weathers). Chuck into the pot that 
it’s also had a few thousand different 
drivers on 6th Gear’s supercar events 
and you can see why Ferrari would 
have a reasonable argument for 
declining to do the work. It’s hardly 
the profile of a typical owner. 


'Having been down 
this road before with 
other supercars, I 
was rather dubious 
of a positive result’ 


So it was hats offtothemwhena 
welcome phone call from Graypaul 
relayed the news that Ferrari UK had 
agreed to authorise a repair under 
warranty. Within an hour or so the 
job recommenced, and the car would 
be ready in a week. There will be a full 
update soon. 

Incidentally, WXll is nearing the 
end of its time regularly gracing 
these pages, but I’m pleased to say 
a replacement is planned. Whether 
it will feature another horse on the 
grille or that famous emblem from 
the competition up the road, I can’t 
quite decide. Watch this space... 
Simon George 
(@6gearexperience) 

Date acquired May 2011 

Total mileage 61,633 
Mileage this month 335 
Costs this month £512 (two tyres) 
mpg this month 14.0 
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Audi SI 


Audi S] 

Bovingdon’s hot hatch 
runs for cover at the first 
sight of snow 

THE MICRO QUATTRO'S 
tyres hit snow for the first 
time, I accelerated gently 
away from my house, the traction 
control triggered for a second and 
then the dash lit up like a Christmas 
tree. Stabilisation control (ESC) 
fault! Automatic start/stop system 
fault! Tyre pressure system fault! 
The messages scrolled through, 
accompanied by a forbidding chime 
and a little steering wheel symbol 
with another exclamation mark lit- 
up in yellow within the rev counter. 
My little four-wheel-drive hero had 
failed at the first sight of snow. 

Well, not completely failed, but 
an ESC failure during a real cold 
snap with snow on the ground was 
bad timing to say the least. I wasn’t 
too concerned as the ABS was still 
functioning, but if my wife was 
driving the car, for example, I’d have 
been pretty unhappy. I popped into 
Northampton Audi and they had 





Above: plethora 
of warnings about 
the failure of safety 
systems couldn’t 
have come at a worse 
time weather-wise 


a look there and then. It wasn’t a 
simple lock/unlock reboot, so the SI 
had to be booked in for the following 
Monday - this was on a Thursday. 
Again, for me that’s not a problem, 
but I did think that allowing a car 
with failed ESC out into the wild on a 
snowy weekend was a questionable 
choice by a main dealer... 

It turned out the steering angle 
sensor had thrown an electrical 
hissy and a reset was enough to 
fix it. Simple enough, and not so 
annoying to put me off the SI, which 
continues to worm its way into 
my affections. It’s a real character 


and the performance on offer is 
always amusing. With the electrical 
gremlins, my promised track outing 
hasn’t happened just yet, but I’m 
keen to get it along to Bedford 
Autodrome soon and see how it 
compares with other hot hatches. It 
has to be up there, right? 

Jethro Bovingdon 
(@JethroBovingdon) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 2306 
Mileage this month 878 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month 28.3 


Subaru WRXSTI 



Subaru WRX STI 

Can a change of driving 
style unlock the Scooby’s 
clandestine capabilities? 

m l THINK I bonded with 

the WRX the other day. It 
was a Saturday morning 
after a filthy Friday night - the kind 
that leaves the roads looking like 
a tornado has turned them inside 
out. The child had been deposited at 
whatever activity suited that week’s 
fad and I had three hours in which 
to make the 15-mile journey home. I 
can’t remember the last time I was 
afforded such a luxury - normally 
I find myself with 15 minutes to 
complete a300-mile journey. 

Anyway, it was just me, the WRX 
and time to remove the barriers to 
enjoyment that I’ve so far found 
pretty insurmountable. 


In went 50 litres of super-unleaded 
(no, the fuel flap isn’t fixed) and off 
I went on my long way home. After 
the first dozen miles I came close to 
turning around and heading for the 
quick route. Running the WRX’s flat- 
four to the limiter, rushing through 
the gears and hurling it at a corner 
doesn’t sit well with its setup. Eor 
a car with a reputation built on the 
ragged stages of the WRC, today’s 
iteration doesn’t enjoy being ragged 
to within an inch of its life. 

A change of tack was required. 
Keep the 2.5-litre boxer in its mid- 
range, take time with the gearshifts 
- the throw is short but notchy, 
which can catch you out if you try 
and rush changes, especially those 
across the gate - and slow your 
steering inputs so the car remains 
settled. Driven like this, EZX is a 
welcome companion and shows 
potential of being capable of living 
up to expectations. It’s never going 


to enthral and engage like Imprezas 
of old, but I’ve come to realise it 
never will. Today’s WRX STI is a very 
different car to its iconic ancestors. 

But on that Saturday, EZX showed 
me that, treated in a specific way, 
it can and will deliver evo levels of 
driving thrills. It’s not as focused or 
committed as it once was - or as 
some of its rivals are today - but 
now that I know there is some 


reward to be had for putting up with 
its shortcomings, I am prepared to 
cut it some slack. 

Stuart Gallagher 

(@stuartg917) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 10,156 
Mileage this month 1738 
Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month 25.9 
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Ford Fiesta ST 

Our ST gets a factory-sanctioned power upgrade - and 
Catchpole learns more about the company behind it 


m THE SUN IS out but 

patches of early morning 
ice In the shadows are 
keeping things interesting as i wend 
my way cross-country to Hutton 
in Essex. Initially I spend the miles 
trying to drink in one last time 
exactly what the power delivery of 
the ST feels like in its standard state, 
but after an hour or so my mind turns 
to where I’m heading and it dawns on 
me that Mountune isn’t a company 
I know a great deal about. I know 
it was founded by Dave Mountain 
and I’m dimly aware that Mountune 
and Roush were connected in the 
extraction of even more power from 
Ford GTs, but apart from that I don't 
know what to expect. 

Based in a nondescript industrial 
estate, the exterior of Mountune s 
HQ doesn’t give many clues when 
I park up outside (in fact it has 
mainly ‘Revolve’ signs outside - 
the rebranded name for Roush 
Technologies). A few leaflets on a 
stand with some bits and pieces in a 
glass cabinet don’t give much away 
in reception and, to be honest, as I 
sign in I'm still thinking that it is just a 


backwater tuning outfit. Then, whilst 
my ST is whisked off to have its first 
service (due at 12,500 miles) and the 
MP215 upgrade fitted, David Moore, 
Mountune s marketing manage', 
offers to show me around. 

Numbers are punched into a 
security door with a 'no cameras’ 
sign and through we go. On the other 
side is a workshop and a hive of 
activity. It turns out that Mountune 
supplies the monstrous 600bhp+ 
engines for the Ford competitors in 
both Global and World Rallycross. It 
does the engines for the kites series 
too, but it s not just rallycross. Be 
it Touring Cars, GT cars or single 
seaters, last year Mountune won all 
but one of the championships that 
it supplied an engine for. It s at this 
point that I think it should be quite 
capable of adding 33bhp to my ST... 

I’m also shown a development 
workshop with all sorts of weird and 
wonderful technology (including a 
horse trainer...), a nice warm dyno 
room and then the area where my ST 
is to be fettled. As if I need any more 
convincing that I am in the right 
place, there is a beautiful bubble- 



arched ex-Alan Mann Mkl Escort in 
the neighbouring bay to the ST. 

The MP215 upgrade seems 
relatively simple, but Moore says 
getting the rather sensitive airflow 
correct is fiendishly difficult. 

The hardware consists of a new 
aluminium dual-intake airbox 
replacing the standard plastic item, 
a K(2'N panel filter and a porous 
secondary intake hose. Oh, and the 
precious yellow badge. There is then 
some software calibration, at the 
end of which the power and torque 
curves are lifted to peaks of 212bhp 
(from 179) and 2361b ft (from 214) 
respectively. It all takes about an 
hour to fit and the beauty is that it’s 
all Ford-sanctioned, so it doesn’t 
affect your warranty. The kit can also 
be fitted at selected Ford dealers. 

On the drive home the difference 
is more noticeable than I’d thought it 
might be. Although it’s only about a 


Left: our ST beside 
an Escort Mkl 1600 
TCinMountune’s 
workshop. Below 
left: new air filter. 
Below: and the 
telltale badge 



ten per cent lift, you really do feel the 
added torque as the turbo comes in. 
Pleasingly, though, the extra oomph 
doesn’t spoil the character of the 
car, it just takes the torque under full 
throttle to the limit of what the front 
axle can realistically cope with. Any 
more and things would get scrappy 
and you would probably start rueing 
the lack of an LSD. I certainly think 
it’s a kit to have fitted after enjoying 
the ST as standard for a while, 
because then you appreciate its 
benefits all the more. □ 

Henry Catchpole 
(@HenryCatchpole) 


Date acquired 
Total mileage 
Mileage this month 
Costs this month 


July 2014 

12,879 

1254 

£659 (Mountune kit, 
including fitting), 
£169 (service) 


mpg this month 34.9 
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SEAT Leon Cupra 280 




□ ‘IT’S WORTH NOTING 

that this Cupra 280 feels 
particularly feisty. We’ve 
got our DSG-equipped five-door 
long-termer along on this test as a 
camera car and back-to-back the 
test car definitely has more fire.’ 

So wrote Jethro Bovingdon in 
last month’s hot hatch group test. 
We’d asked SEAT to supply a manual 
Cupra 280 for said test, as the six 
rivals it would face would all have 
manual ’boxes. I’d already driven an 
identical manual, three-door Cupra 
280, so I didn’t bother to try this one 
(pictured here). Then I read Jethro’s 
words and wished I had. I’ve certainly 
never considered our long-termer 
to be lacking in firepower, so the 
thought of an even quicker Cupra 
was intriguing. 

Then the cogs in my head whirred 
a little more and my intrigue turned 
to concern. The day before the 
test I’d taken our long-termer to 
Motorvogue SEAT in Northampton 
for its first service. And part of that 
service had been to instaii an update 
to the car’s ECU. Could it be that the 
disparity between the two cars was 
actually caused by my car being less 
powerful than it once was? Had the 
latest ECU software taken the edge 


off its performance? Had the dealer 
accidentally installed the map for 
the lesser, 261bhp Cupra? Or had a 
sneaky extra-horsepower press- 
car map been overwritten with the 
genuine 276bhp one? 

The trouble was, I hadn’t 
driven my car since the service - 
photographer Aston Parrott took it 
to the test, then immediately went 
off in it for a fortnight’s holiday - so I 


had no idea if it felt different. 

It was a long two weeks waiting 
for Aston to return. But when he 
eventually did, I discovered that 
our car felt... exactly the same as 
before. So it seems the group-test 
car really was a particularly lively 
one. Perhaps its diet of no-holds- 
barred road tests from low miles had 
helped really loosen up its engine. 
Whatever. If you’re in the market 


for a used Cupra 280 in the coming 
months, keep an eye out for the red 
three-door, registration KM14XHT. It 
sounds like it’s the one to have. □ 

Ian Eveleigh 

Date acquired March 2014 
Total mileage 15,950 
Mileage this month 1403 
Costs thi s mon th £149 (service) 
mpgthis month 29.0 



Subaru 

Impreza 

Turbo 

A new engine is on the 
cards for the overheated 
classic Impreza 


m THE SMELL TOOK me 
back. A sweet, steamy 
vapour of oil, water, 
coolant and other liquids that 
should not mix inside an internal 
combustion engine. The last time I 
smelled it, I was a 17-year-old novice 
driver. My Mini, like Old Eaithful 
in Yellowstone, overheated with 
clockwork regularity. The fix? Carry 


lots of coolant in the Mini’s boot, and 
get used to roadside top-ups... 

Two weeks after the Subaru 
overheated, I couldn’t resist it any 
more. I’d yet to drive the car, but 
it was late on deadline night and I 
needed a break. I grabbed the keys, 
blipped the alarm, and started her 
up. Then I burbled around the car 
park at lOmph. Three minutes later, 

I stopped the car and that sweet, 
steamy smell permeated the cabin. 
A smell I will forever associate with 
the burning of money. 

So, I’m stuck with a Subaru 
Impreza Turbo that went pop before 
I even saw it. The sensible thing to 
do would be to cut my losses, strip it 
and sell the parts. But sod that. The 
briefest drive around the car park 
reaffirmed my love for old Imprezas 
- the lightweight feel, the brilliant 
visibility, the compact dimensions, 
the growling flat-four - so I’ve 
decided to replace the engine. It’ll 


Subaru Impreza Turbo 

probably cost me more than I paid 
for the car, but to hell with it. 

The current thinking is to buy a 
brand new short engine and subtly 
tune it. I’m not too worried about 
ultimate horsepower - 1 just want 
a strong, solid engine. Litchfield 
(litchfieldimports.co.uk) is lined up 
to fit the motor. It’s been working on 
Subarus since 1996, and I can’t think 
of anyone better to do the work. 

I also need a set of discs and pads, 
but as I’m keen to keep the original- 
spec gold 16-inch wheels, I’m likely 
to go for mildly uprated versions. 
Then who knows? After the failure 
to reach the Monte, I’m still keen to 
take the car to a WRC round... □ 
Nick Trott (^y'oNick'IYou) 

Date acquired January 2015 
Total mileage 106,557 

Mileage this month JU 

Costs this month £0 
mpgthis month n/a 
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ROAD CAR 


Hftli CAR 







Experience ultimate control in the urban playground. 




IF you appreciate control, style and performance, our caliper, 
disc and brake kit upgrades are designed for you. 

We draw on our race pedigree to reduce brake system weight, 
improve track day durability and provide precise control with 
no fade. Braking confidence guaranteed. 

Upgrade to AP Racing brakes and clutches for ultimate control. 

T: +44 (0) 24 7663 9595 E: roadtech@apracing.co.uk 


AP 

RACinC 


The science of friction www.apracing.com 




FINANCE 


Talk to us 

0333 0000 911 

enquiries@supercarfinance.co.uk 
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*Free SmarTrack 
tracking device 
and app with any 
finance agreement 



Supercar Finance is one of the UK’s most competitive and dependable 
finance brokers for high value cars. From nev^ and used, prestige, 
luxury, super or classic cars for both corporate and private customers. 
We offer a wide range of affordable and competitive finance packages, 
including balloon payments, hire purchase, variable rate & finance 
lease payment options. 

Take out a finance agreement with Supercar Finance 
and Protect your vehicle with a complementary SmarTrack 
Protector Pro Global tracking device and benefit from free 
installation and unlimited device warranty whilst subscribed. 

Features: 

• Free Global Telemetries Androld/Apple app for viewing vehicle location 

• Insurance recognised Thatcham Assured Category 6 device 

• Waterproof and tested to IP67 

• Uses GLONASS and GPS satellite technology 

• Monitored by Global Tetemetr cs - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 

• Ful Warranty while withr subscription 

• FuBy transfer'able (Terms and Conditions apply) 

• Direct Debit Monthly Subscription at Cl 2.49 + VAT ircluding full worldwide monrtoring 


For further information regarding SmarTTack please visit www.smartrack.eu 

www.supercarfinance.co.uk 

*0evce installation charges apply. 


rin SmarTrack 

Stolan Vchlcl* R*cov«ry Systemt 
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Skoda Octavia vRS 




^ Skoda 

Octavia vRS 


Smith longs for the moment when 
he can unleash the Skoda’s winter 
tyres on an unsuspecting public 










m l WAS HUGELY excited 
by the recent news of an 
impending snowpocalypse, 
in which, they warned, thundersnow 
(whatever that is) would wreak 
havoc and cause mass destruction 
on the UK’s road network. I wasn't 
excited just because I wanted a day 
off work to build a 14ft-tall homage 
in snow to my all-time favourite 
musician, Taylor Swift, in my front 


BMWM4 


BMWM4 

Prosser’s M4 is sending 
mixed messages - and 
not just from the tyres 



garden. No, it was far more shameful 
even than that. It was because I 
wanted to be that annoying, smug 
git that drives around in the snow on 
his winter tyres while everyone else 
looks on in amazement from their 
snow-beached SUVs. 

However, the Law of Sod is a 
dependable old thing and despite 
how much time I’ve spent in 
mountainous regions this winte'. 


WEREI A fatalist, I’d insist 
that there was something 
preordained about the 
M4’s odometer reaching 10,000 
miles as I was on my way to BMW’s 
UK headquarters. But it was clearly 
just a coincidence. Anyway, it got 
me thinking about how well the car 
is wearing - a good valet and you d 
believe it was brand new. 

It’s now on its second set of 
Michelin Pilot Super Sports after 
team evo vaporised the original 
boots during various track outings. 
Despite being back on a fresh set, 
though, the car still feels pretty hairy 
on Northamptonshire’s greasy roads. 
The Super Sport is an aggressive tyre 
(though not quite as single-minded 
as the Cup 2) and it really struggles 
to contain 4061b ft of torque in 
wintry conditions. Lateral grip is 
actually pretty good; it’s traction 
that is desperately lacking. This is an 
engine and tyre combination that 



I've yet to stumble across any of 
the white stuff in our Skoda, which 
is currently shod with Goodyear 
UltraGrip 8 winter tyres. 

There’s been the odd patch of 
ice, where braking performance 
has been impressive, and many 
very wet days where the tyres have 
been nothing short of exceptional, 
but I just cannot get on with them 
in anything but extreme weathe'. 


longs for summer. 

Having now covered close to 
7000 miles in the car myself, I’ve 
become very familiar with one or 
two of its foibles. This particular 
car isn’t specified with the optional 
£1600 LED headlights, making do 
instead with the standard xenons, 
but it does have the £360 Adaptive 
Headlight option. Out on the darkest 
back roads I find myself wishing for 
more outright lighting power on full- 
beam, but it’s the adaptive bit that’s 
more annoying. In concept they are 
brilliant; they can detect oncoming 
cars, and rather than simply 
switching to dipped beam, they 
magically black-out the other car 
and its immediate vicinity, tracking 
it as it passes you, while maintaining 
full beam everywhere else. It’s quite 
hypnotic watching the lights dance 
as they somehow cast a shadow 
on the car ahead. Except they don’t 
actually work, because whenever I’ve 


When trying to make progress on 
a typical B-road in dry conditions, I 
find the feedback during initial turn- 
in very vague and unnerving. Once 
the tyres are loaded up mid-corne', 
they become much easier to read 
but are still nowhere near as grippy 
as a standard tyre. 

Enter a corner too quickly and 
you re met with understeer and the 
flashing ESP light of doom. ' ry to 
exit with the merest whiff of excess 
throttle input and you have spinning 
wheels and that blasted ESP light 
flickering again. I guess it’s down to 
the taller tread blocks and their extra 
freedom to move around. Suffice 
to say, none of this helped when I 
managed to squeeze in a couple of 
laps at Blyton Park recently! 

I now have everything crossed 
that, by the time you read this, 
the snowpocalypse will have hit 
Hertfordshire and I will finally 
have got to see what all the fuss 
concerning winter tyres is about. □ 
Dean Smith (@rvoDcanSmith) 

Date acquired September 2014 

Total mileage 12,236 
Mileage this month 2040 
Costs this month £0 

mpgthismonth 347 


tried them, other road users have 
flashed their own lights in objection 
to me dazzling them. Perhaps they 
just need recalibrating. 

There is genius in the M Head-up 
Display (£825), meanwhile. Once 
you’ve driven with your current 
speed and the speed limit of that 
particular road projected side-by- 
side, just within your line of sight, 
you’ll never want to go without. 

The system is mostly faultless, but 
around five per cent of the time it 
simply shows the wrong speed limit. 
I’ve seen it flash up an erroneous 
5mph limit in aSOmph zone, and 
more worryingly a 60mph limit in a 
30mphzone... □ 

Dan Prosser ((^ThtDanProsi^r) 

Date acquired October 2014 
Total mileage 10,244 

Mileage this month 1034 

Costs this month £97796 Tourtyres) 
mpgthismonth 24.5 
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2014 choice of motorcars in stock. 

From £214,999 



olls-Royce Silver Cloud MK2 


Factory Convertble, LHD, 1962, FSH 
59,000miles. Charcoal metaNic ... £475,000 



2013, 3,600miles. Extreme Silver with Black 
leather, Mulllner Cart>on kit £116,999 



Choice of SD( motorcars in stock. 

From £28,999 



2008. 24,900miles, Black with Satin bonnet 
Seashell Leather, Teak Decking ... £169,99! 


2014, 25,800mile8. Dark Tungsten Black 
Leather, Rear TV, Pan Roof .... £164,999 


2000, 18.200miles, Amethyst Blue Metallic. 
Cotswokl Cream Leather £129,999 


Choice of stunning cars in stock. 
From 


2012, 18,000miles, St James Red with Black 
Quitted leather £102,999 


Choice of six motorcars in stock 
From 


Rolls-Royce Phantom DHC 


Bentley Azure 


Rolls-Royce Corniche 


Bentley Mulsanne 


Bentley Continental GT V8 


2013, 9,000miles. Glacier White with Black 2011 , 7,000miles. Tungsten Grey with Linen 
Leather. R/Cam, Power Boot £104.999 Adaptive Cruise, Naim Sound £119,999 


Rolls-Royce Phantom LHD, 2007/07, 40,000miles. Black with Black letaher £110,000 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Convertible, 2012, 15.900miles, Onyx Btack/Black hide, B&O sourxl, huge spec.... £66,999 

Aston Martin DB9 Volante, 2006, 27.000miles. Black with Black leather and red calipers £42,999 

Bentley Continental GT. Choice of motorcars in stock, from £34,999 

Bentley Amage, Choice of four motorcars in stock, from £23.999 

Bentely Continental GTC V8 Mulliner, 2013, 7,000miles, Black/ Linen, neck warmer, power boot, big spec .. £117,999 
Range Rover Vogue Autobiography 5.01 supercharged, Nara Bronze with Biege leather 22" wheels £89,999 


Over 60 vehicles in stock [Viewings by appointment onlyj Your Car Wanted 

Please View - www.MarlowCars.co.uk 
Email: sales@marlowcars.co.uk I Tel: 01628 8222591 Mob: 07831 12391 I 

I I (out of hours number) 




Market Watch 



NISSAN SKYLINE GT-R 

Prices of ’90s GT-Rs starting to rise as new market opens up for classic Skylines 


W 


WE HAVEJAMES DENNISON of 
Worcestershire-based auction 
house Brightwells to thank for this 
month s Next Big Thing, because it 
was he who reminded us that iast year marked the 
25th anniversary of the launch of the R32 Nissan 
Skyiine GT-R. That means the earliest cars are now 
eligible for importation into the US (because at 25 
years they are officially deemed to be ‘classic , so 
are allowed to sidestep US safety regs). 

As a result, Japanese auction prices for the 
best examples have already risen by around 25 per 
cent as dealers leap on the Skyline bandwagon 
in the hope of meeting a pent-up demand from 


US speed freaks who, until now, had to content 
themselves with the virtual Godzilla experience. 

Elorida-based import firm Montu Motors 
celebrated the newfound legality of the R32 GT-R 
by driving one across the border from Canada at 
the stroke of midnight on August 2. 

The good news for us outside the US is that the 
R32 s substantial five-year production run means 
that plenty of later examples that are not yet US- 
eligible should still be available, so now is probably 
the time to buy - or look further ahead for an R33. 

Prices in the UK currently range from around 
£7000 to £20,000 and there is no shortage of cars 
on the market. The problem, of course, is finding 


a good one. Those that have been in this country 
for most of their lives frequently suffer corrosion 
and, given that the R32 was always intended to be 
driven hard, most of them have been. 

The main difficulty, howeve', lies in buying one 
in standard condition, as the tuning potential of 
the legendary RB26DETT engine is both immense 
and easy to realise. Brake, suspension, wheel and 
exhaust upgrades are all common, too. But hunt 
down a low-mileage, unmolested R32 and keep it 
stock, and you can expect its value to rise almost 
as quickly as you can clock up the miles. 

Simon de Burton 


In the classffieds 


Orconsider... 



1992 R32 GT-R 

£8995 moto' -hub.co.uk 
60 0 0 0 miles, gre, , largely standard, 
upgraded intercoole', stainless 
exhaust, 16-inch Enkei alloys 



1997 R33 GT-R V-spec 
£13,995 flprestigegroup.co.uk 

42 000 miles, white, sought-after 
V-spec model, largely standard, 
sports exhaust, Nismo 400R wheels 



1992 R32 GT-R 


£15,895 neweraimports.com 
62,500 miles. Blue Pearl, tuned to a 
claimed 380bhp by Matchless Crowd 
Racing, Nismo add-ons 


Subaru WRX Type RA 

Arriving in the same era as the R32, Subaru s WRX made 
a similar impact in the world of rallying as the Nissan did 
in circuit racing. Stripped-out ‘R A' versions are rare. 

Toyota Celica GT-Four 

Toyota s WRC homologation special featured 
turbocharging and four-wheel drive. Late, ST205 WRC 
limited editions are the ones to go for. 

Mitsubishi Lancer Evoiution i/ii 

Mitsubishi s four-wheel-drive sports saloon became as 
famous among the PlayStation generation as the GT-R. 
Good, early models are becoming extremely hard to 
come by, but are worth seeking out. 
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Market Watch 


Knovxdedge 


Insights into the used car market 


Ask the expert 

Your buying questions answered 



I've recently sold my BMW 1301 
M Sport. For me It was perfect, 
but now my driving habits 
’ have changed slightly, with 
a fair bit of motorway work and traffic. I 
would still like something with an element 
of fun and enjoyment, and probably with 
some kind of auto gearbox, too. There s 
also my dog to consider, so it would need 
to be a hatchback or an estate. The only 
car that seems to fit the bill is the Golf R32. 

I have a maximum of £9500 to spend. Am I 
overlooking anything? 

Andrew Philippou 


Andrew, you’ve made a 
mistake. You don't need a 
hatchback or an estate - you 
definitely need an estate. 
Period. Otherwise you II end up having to 
‘welcome’ the dog into the main part of 
the car every time you need to put a bit of 
luggage in the boot. I've travelled too many 
miles in inappropriate vehicles while being 
stared-out from the passenger footwell by 
hot, bored, drooling muttsi 


If I were you, I d aim for an Audi S4 Avant 
of around 2005/6 vintage, a Mercedes 
C55 AMG Estate or, since you re already a 
BMW fan, an Alpina D3 Touring (pictured 
above) from around 2007. This is probably 
the best option of the three, because the 
Alpina-tweaked diesel provides superb 
motorway economy and excellent torque 
for overtaking. The only drawbacks are 
that finding one that fits your budget could 
take a while and, if you do, it is very likely to 
have a manual gearbox. 

That said, a manual transmission will 
probably provide more of a fun element 
and is generally going to be more sought- 
after by the enthusiastic drivers who you II 
be looking to attract when you decide to 
move the car on. 

But whatever you choose - especially if 
it is the nicely upholstered Alpina - be sure 
to fit a decent boot-liner and, above all, a 
dog guard that s impossible for your hound 
to breach. Most standard-fit ones offer 
tempting gaps at either side... SdB 

Emailyour question to experts@evo.co.uk 


Just looking 

The pick of the classifieds this month 



TVR Griffith 4.3 

£ 15,850 

JPMcGurk Ltd, Warwickshire 

mcgurk.com 

01926691000 


Introduced in 1991, the Griffith was the first 
'modern-era' TVR, and it arguably remains 
one of the company s finest efforts. 

With lightweight glassf ibre bodywork it 
weighed just 1060kg - despite the stonking 
great V8 under the bonnet. In basic form 
this was a 240bhp, 4-litre Rover unit, but 
this could be optionally increased to a 
280bhp 4.3 (4.5 and 5 0 versions followed). 

This well-looked-after 1992 car has the 
4.3 and has covered 49 0 0 0 miles, which 
should be enough for all those notorious 
TVR niggles to have been sorted out. 

When we drove a Griffith in-period, 
we proclaimed: ‘It s got outrageous 
performance whilst easily equalling 
thedramaand road presence of more 
established market names ’ Twenty-three 
years later, you could still say the same. 
Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 



Ferrari F430 FI 

£ 82,000 

Baytree Cars, Derby 

baytreecars.com 

01332345987 


We've only just welcomed the turbo- 
equipped 488 GTB into the world, but 
already vw re mourning the loss of Ferrari s 
naturally aspirated V8. The 488 might 
produce 661bhp, but that hasn’t stopped 
the lump in our throats. 

Thankfully, examples of Ferrari s most 
recent atmospheric-pressured V8s are still 
available in the outgoing 458 and the older 
F430 - as this Rosso Corsa example of the 
latter nicely demonstrates. 

With just 5252 miles on the clock, this 
2007 car looks like it has onlyjust rolled out 
of the gates of Maranello. Equipped with 
a singing 483bhp 4.3-litre V8, it sends its 
power through a paddleshift-operated ‘FT 
semi-automatic gearbox. 

So while everyone else waves a tearful 
goodbye to natural aspiration, if you re 
lucky enough to have £82 000 going spare, 
why not welcome 8500rpm of flat-plane- 
crank V8 into your life? ss 


Traderchat 

Tim Marlow Magnitude Finance 


It has been a while since we spoke to 
Magnitude Finance, which specialises 
in providing the cash for people to buy 
prestige vehicles, thus enabling them 
to use their own capital for something 
more sensible. Although according to the 
firm s directo', Tim Marlow, one particular 
supercar could in fact be a very sensible 
place to put your money. It s the McLaren 
PI, which could become one of the first 
cars never to fall below its list price. 


Just 375 Pis have been made and the 
entire run sold out immediately ’ he says. 
‘We happen to have a handful of clients 
among those buyers, and some have told 
us that they have already been offered up 
to £400 000 over the £866 000 list price. 

‘It s quite staggering to think the car 
will only ever appreciate. Even recent 
hypercars such as the Ferrari Enzo dipped 
below list price at certain points before 
bouncing back. 


‘We just don't expect this to ever be the 
case with the PI, not least because these 
owners have turned down offers to make 
a big profit overnight. This shows that they 
think the PI will follow in the footsteps 
of the McLaren FI and in time be worth 
millions of pounds. One client said he was 
considering selling but then read the news 
about Rowan Atkinson s FI going on sale 
at an estimated £8m - and that car was 
crashed twice and had to be rebuilt ’ 
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“THE SMART SOLUTION FOR 
FUNDING YOUR NEXT CAR” 



FINANCE FORANY CAR, NEW OR USED 
FROM ANY UK DEALER OR PRIVATE SELLER 


NEW CITY OFFICE OPEN IN LONDON EC2. 

CALL US TODAY ON: O D A H T F® 

08450 944 997 ^ ^LL 

WWW.ORACLEFINANCE.CO.uk FINANCE 

Please contact us for an individual finance quotation on any prestige or sports car. Finance & terms are subject to status. UK 
residents only. Oracle Asset Finance Limited is authorised and regulated by ^ Financial Conduct Authority for the sale of consumer 
credit. We are an independent broker, dealing with a wide range of lenders in order to give customers a broad and competitive 

choice of products. We are not affiliated to any motor manufacturer. 




Buying Guide 


Knovxdedge 


Your indispensable resource when buying used 


Renaultsport Megane 2004-2009 



Overview 


After a lukewarm start, the Megane RS 
developed into one of the hottest - and most 
rewarding - of hatches words: Peter Tomalin 


W 


WHEN RENAULT LAUNCHED the original Megane 225 
back in mid-2004, no-one guessed quite what a beast 
the bustie-booted hatchback would eventually become. 
Why would they? The 225 (221bhp) was brisk alright, but 
its smooth-riding chassis lacked real edge. After years of brilliantly 
chuckable Renaultsport Clios (and the wonderfully unhinged mid- 
engined V6) the first RS Megane was distinctly underwhelming. 

Not for long. In late 2005 the limited-edition and highly specced 
’ rophy version (just 160 sold in the UK, all in Nimbus Grey) saw a number 
of well-wrought tweaks to the suspension, steering and brakes, and 
these were carried forward with the cheaper Cup model, which wasn't 
limited in numbers and came with a wider colour palette. 

Then in 2006 came the 225 FI Team special edition, marking Renault’s 
2005 El constructors' title win, and distinguished by its Ultra Blue paint 
and black alloys. With Recaro seats and further suspension and steering 
changes, it was another step in the Megane’s evolution. 

That evolution took a giant leap in November 2006 with the launch 
of the 230 El Team R26. A small power increase (now 227bhp) and a 
rortier exhaust were of course welcome; what was really important, 
though, was the addition of a limited-slip diff. Combined with yet more 
suspension tweakery, the result was a chassis transformed. Now the 
Megane RS was a serious player. Even a new Lux version, with full leather 
trim and keyless entry, couldn’t dilute its driver appeal. 

There wasn’t much 'lux’ about the final - and ultimate - evolution. 
Carbonfibre bonnet, rear seats thrown out to make way for a roll-cage, 
sound-proofing ditched, rear glass replaced by polycarbonate, cut 
slick tyres... the R26.R was closer in character to a 911 RS than a regular 
Megane and came within a whisker of winning eCoty in 2008. 

There was a diesel RS Megane, too, the dCi 175, which provided a 
surprisingly sweet steer with the bonus of 40+ mpg, but here we’re 
focusing on the El Team R26 - not only a cracking drivers’ car but also by 
far the most numerous Megane RS in the classifieds. It’s fast, capable 
and charismatic - a modern classic if ever there was. 


Checkpoints 


Engine and 
transmission 

It’s a tough engine; even tuned examples 
give few problems if they’re serviced 
meticulously, says Mike Mardlin at 
specialist Rentech. It’s critical the 
cambelt is replaced at five years or 
72,000 miles, whichever is sooner. 

It’s a labour-intensive job - Rentech 
charges up to £600, which includes the 
water pump - but the alternative is a 
potentially engine-wrecking failure. 

Turbos give few issues. Blocked 
injectors are more common - listen 
for a slight cough on idle. New ones are 
expensive, so if they’ve been replaced 
that’s a bonus, lnjectortune.co.uk offers 
a cleaning service; you’ll find plenty of 
good advice at meganesport.net. Check 
the left-hand engine mount isn’t sagging 
- there shouldn’t be a gap between the 
rubber and the top of the mount. 

Mike is yet to come across any 
recurring gearbox or (on 230s) diff 
issues. The gearshift isn’t the greatest, 
but if it feels particularly sloppy, it 
may point to abuse. Conversely, if the 
movement side-to-side in neutral is stiff, 
a bush in the linkage is probably shot. Try 
a few to get a feel for how it should be. 

Clutch life is dependent on how the 
car’s been driven, but in normal use it 
should be good for up to 60,000 miles. 


Suspension, 
steering, brakes 

The front wheel hub bearings are prone 
to wea'. ‘It's one of the few issues 
these cars seem to suffer ' says Mike. 

So listen out for any clonking noises or 
a reluctance for the steering to self- 
centre. A new hub assembly is £241 from 
Renault, and labour charges can add 
up too, especially if any of the bolts are 
seized. Front springs are worth giving 
a visual check for cracks or corrosion. 

It’s worth noting that many parts are 
RS-specific, so where the likes of eBay 
list parts like lower arms, they don’t 
actually fit. These cars can be quite 
heavy on brake discs, so check how 
much life they have left in them and 
budget accordingly. 

Body, interior, 
electrics 

No major rust issues as yet, so check 
for accident repairs. Window regulators 
are a well-known weakspot. Renault 
replacements cost £288(! i, but much 
cheaper aftermarket alternatives are 
available; Rentech quotes £75 per side 
for a reliable fix. Check the tyre pressure 
monitoring system is functioning if 
fitted, and the condition of the keycard 
(£180 to replace from Renault). 
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What we said 



2006 evo Car of the Year 

The R26 upgrades all work beautifully. 
Starting with that engine, which feels 
like all 227 horses are In particularly fine 
and frisky fettle. Boy does this thing 
cover the ground, blown along by the 
huge, turbocharged mid-range and 
helped In no small part by suspension 
that soaks up all the surface flotsam 
but retains just enough tautness not to 
be caught out by yumps or sudden dips. 
The steering s speed and weighting, too, 
are beautifully in tune with the chassis, 
delivering just enough feel for how the 
front tyres are gripping... 

Just occasionally there s a spike of 
torque to the loaded wheel, say coming 
out of a tight, bumpy, second-gear 
corner, just to let you know the diff s 
doing its stuft. It translates as a brief 
tug at the steering wheel, but it never 
develops much beyond that. It certainly 
isn’t the wheel-wrestling nightmare of 
a Focus RS. Which is not to say it feels 
sterile. When you’re on a charge, you can 
feel all four tyres sharing the load. 

'The brakes are slightly grabby and 
the gearshift is a touch loose and long- 
winded, but these are minor gripes. The 
Megane 230 is right up there with the 
best ’ - evo 099 



Above and left: RS Megane started to sharpen its focus with the 225 Trophy version 



Above: later R26 was the one that really hit the spot; it s also the most prevalent used 


^bought one’ David Segal 


'Having owned a 5 GT Turbo and a Clio 
172, it was a natural progression to a 230 
FI R26. 1 fell for an 18-month-old Liquid 
Yellow car with only 2300 miles on the 
clock. I used it daily and found it had 
the perfect combination of comfort, 
feelsome steering, precise handling and 
superb performance, especially when 
remapped to around 270bhp by RS 
Tuning. The LSD easily copes. 

'On track it was able to keep up 


with much more expensive cars, 
though this resulted in the OEM discs 
cracking - fortunately reasonably priced 
aftermarket upgrades are available. 

‘In 51,000 miles I got through two full 
sets of Michelin PS2s and several sets 
of brake discs and pads. The five-year 
service was done at a recommended 
indie but was still £900 as all the belts 
and water pump were changed. 

'I am known to have a heavy right foot 


so economy was around 22-24mpg, with 
mid-30sonagentlerun. 

‘I owned the car six years and the 
only faults were one dodgy injector 
and the failure of both electric window 
regulators - Renault contributed 75 per 
cent to their replacement. Apart from 
that, reliability was impressive. 

‘I sold the car last September as I 
needed a five-dooi. But though the R26 
is gone, it’ll never be forgotten ' 


In the classifieds 


The rivals 



'05 (05) 225 Trophy 


052,000 miles 
D No. 198 of 500 
O Grey with anthracite alloys 
O Two owners D Full history 
O cheshireperformance.co.uk 


£4495 



’07 (57) 230 FI Team R26 


0 84,000 miles 
OBIack/black O Full history 
O Recent timing belt 
O No modifications 
O kintorecarsales.co.uk 


£5495 





’08 (57) 230 FI Team R26 


0 48,000 miles 
O Blue/black 
O Lux pack O Full history 
O eastlancashirecarcentre. 
co.uk 


£7450 


Ford Focus ST 

Not quite an RS, but still eye-catching. 
Characterful 222bhp five-pot delivers 
0-60 in 6.7sec. Plenty around from £5k. 

Volkswagen Golf GTI 

Just 197bhp for the Mk5 GTI, but an 
identical 0-60 in 6.7sec and a great 
chassis. Fine all-rounder. Starts at £5k. 

Vauxhall Astra VXR 

We recorded another 6.7sec to 60mph 
despite the VXR s rampant 237bhp. 
Good fun, and decent value. From £5.5k. 


Specification 

Mdgane Renaultsport 
230 F1TeamR26 

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998c, turbo 
Max power 227bhp § 5500rpm 
Max torque 2291b ft Ig) 3000rpm 
Transmission Six-speed manual, front- 
wheel drive, LSD 
Weight 1345kg 
Power-to-weight 171bhp/ton 
0-60mph 6.2sec (tested) 

Top speed 147mph (claimed) 

Price new £19,570 (2006) 


Parts prices 

(Prices from ren-tech.co.uk, aii 
genuine Renauit parts. Tyre price 
from blackcircies.com. All prices 
include VAT but exclude fitting) 

Tyres (each) £105.89 front and rear 
(Goodyear Eagle FI) 

Front pads (set) £128 10 
Front discs (pair) £311.86 
Damper (single, front) £85.36 
Clutch kit £168 95 
Dual-mass flywheel £362.58 
(exchange) 

Catalyst £882 06 
Exhaust system £909 10 


Servicing 

(Prices from ren-tech.co.uk, 
including VAT) 

12.000 miles £170 

36.000 miles £240 

72.000 miles £800 (Including cambelt 
and water pump) 


What to pay 

Regular 225s start at around £3000, up 
to £4500 for the very best. There aren't 
many around though, and we d pay the 
extra for a Trophy, Cup or R26 every time. 
We did spot one 225 Trophy at £4495, but 
far more numerous are 230 R26s. £5k is a 
realistic starting point for good cars with 
fuil history. £6k buys a really nice example 
privatel,, while £7k is top money for a car 
from a dealer/specialist. 

The R26.R is in another ieague. We did 
see one 57 0 00-mile car at £15 950, but 
most are low miles, clearly pampered, and 
currently sit around the £20k mark. 


Useful contacts 

□ meganesport.net (forums) 

C3 renaultownersciub.com (forums, parts) 
C3 meganeownersclub.co.uk (forums) 

□ ren-tech.co.uk (servicing) 

□ k-tecracing.com (tuning) 

C3 diamondmotors.net (servicing) 

C3 injectortune.co.uk (injector cleaning) 

□ rstuning.co.uk .remapping, parts) 

C3 classicandperformancecar.com (ads) 
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VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS 


The UK’s Premier Lamborghini Specialist 




Lanterg^M MtfcWigo LPCAM 8V 
Cflnnc frihSB LmI Rsar Miq 
U rtt Span E)taat SOD rnlK 2009 CPOA 



Lanbof^Nni OWiia 

MaQnBBUm VVTVfln JOO cODOn UnqUO UnWBO 

EdMon 21 J75 miss 1906 ffOA 



LvttergNnl OWte 10 VT FM EiMion 
Cirtxr f€« OMx] 2br«. Catxr FIm 
Ortm Ftat Er|^ 2QJQQ0 mta, 2000, tM^joOO 



L u nborahini Mia ri aliB o LP940 Coupa a O air 
TCdu SaNii/ Catnn Rtw OtMng Zone 
CawT K [W a s 10000 miaa 2007 CmaaO 



LMbofghMQ^URloVIO LP660-2 
Calato Aloya Revene Camera Ufta^ Gear 
11,000 miles 2011 £106^ 



Lambor^ (Manto V10 Spydar 
Canmc Brakes Hawne Camara Egear 
26,000 miae 2007 £74,960 



LantogbM MucMago V12 LP6404 C(MM 

670 SV Body UpTBde OPE 20 Ml Raged Aloye 
TIB Eahauet SOOO rrdee 2006 £M4,9BO 



lamborgWre Madelage LP640 HoadelarLH) 

11Mm HercJea Atoye >Wa«r M« Calpera 
unng Gear lOXXX) ndes 2006 £134,900 



LanteigFM OalaRlD IP8KM SbadarLHO 
LMrig Gear ReMeiae Camera R9 Beene 
Heried Se^ 8,000 nto 2006 £104960 



ljn*ef|9*r Oahrde VW apydv (Otar HHH SPEC 
UKng Osar. Rwaae Cariara, Calato Atoyt, 

8000 mias, 2006 £69990 



ijrrOMrgNnt Muroetago LP 640 RoeiMsr 
Bioolnr iilarior Carwiic Brakes Egaar 
10900 nHaa 2006 £146990 



LflniMv^nni NRjTMnyo VI nOMrar 

Coku SalNair UMng Gear Egear; Sporti 

Exhaust 10900 mlN 2006 £1 19990 



I a m tir aghW TI ala fTin 
Octimra Smetwg Full Elaetrlc Heated Seats 
Reverae Camera 13,000 miee 2006 £79,990 



URSMt]^ QkMo VK apydv Merul 
Colour SkNaw, 20 Inch Aloys, Reverae Camera. 
32900 miea, 2006, £66900 


BUYING OR SELUNG LAMBORGHINI AUTOMOBILE’S 


Q 4-44 7782 220784 8alesOvvsuk.co.uk © wvvw.vv8uk.co.uk 
(Viewing by appointment only) Address: WS UK Ltd V^oalls Garage Cranbrook Common Kent TN17 2AF 
www.lamborghinibuyer.com Additional Websites: www.justtamborghini.com 




BELL & COLVILE 


HORSLEY - LIMITED 
Quality & Performance 

since 1970 



Bell Sl Colvin 


www.bellandcolvill.co.uk 
enquiries@bellandcolvill.com 
01483 286483 • Epsom Road, West Horsley KT24 6DG 
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Market Watch 

Insights into the used car market 


Aiictionwatjch 

BMW Z8 and a disparate pair of Itaiians 
star at upcoming Restoration Show Saie 



Auctionresuhs 



SilverstoneAucttons. 
February 23 
1999 Ferrari 456M 
(400 miles from new) 

£118,125 

2011 Porsche 911 GT3 
RS(3.8) 

£114,750 

1991 Ferrari Testarossa 
(960 miles from new) 
£202,500 
2004 Ferrari 360 
Challenge Stradale 
£130,500 

1981 Ferrari 308 GTS! 

£32,625 

1990 Lister Jaguar XJS 
7.0 Le Mans Coupe 

(pictured) £38,813 


W7 Porsche 9nC< 

£31,500 

H&H Auctions, 
February 25 
1973 Lotus Elan +2S 
130 JPS 

£15,680 

1998 BMW M Coupe 

£26,320 

2000 Maserati 3200 GT 

£7329 

Classic Car Auctions, 

March 3 

1998 BMW M3 Evo 

£13,250 

2001 Mini Cooper 

£16,854 


199S Mercedes-Benz 
S500 Coupe 

£2650 

2001 Morgan Aero 8 

£27,030 

1991 VW Golf GTI8V 

£2014 

1993 BMW MS 
Niirburgring Edition 

£13,356 

1989 Toyota MR2 

£1908 

2001 Porsche 911 Turbo 

£30,740 

2002 Porsche Boxster 

£6572 

1989 Ford Sierra 
Sapphire Cosworth 

£9540 


Auction calendar 



SILVERSTONE AUCTIONS HAS had a cracking start to the year, 
selling a number of low-mileage cars for well above estimate 
at its Race Retro sale in February, including a 960-mile Eerrari 
Testarossa (previewed in evo 206) that fetched £202,500. Its 
next big sale, at the NEC Restoration Show on March 28, is set to continue the 
momentum, with a line-up of ciassic and modern collectible machines. 

An early entry is a BMW Z8 (pictured top), with a smidgeon under 40,000 
miles under its belt. Launched in 1999, the Z8 featured a lightweight aluminium 
spaceframe chassis, along with the E39 MS’s 400bhp 5-litre V8. Originally 
purchased in the USA, this particular car was shipped over to Sweden in 2008, 
where it remained in a collection until sold to a new owner in the UK in 2013. 

At this point, it was fully converted to UK spec, with all the lights changed. 
Thanks to the limited numbers, prices for the Z8 have always remained strong, 
and this one is expected to sell for £75,000-95,000. 

Eor something a little different, there is a beautifully prepared Abarth 595 
EsseEsse replica (above left). Sold in basic 500 form in Germany in 1972, the 
car has recently undergone a full restoration by a marque specialist and is 
offered without a reserve. Being uprated to full Abarth spec means that the 
original 22bhp engine has been boosted to a tyre-shredding 32bhp, while lower 
and stiffer suspension has also been fitted. 

There’s also a pair of reasonably cheap looking Ferraris on offer. A 1981 308 
GTBi with just 30,200 miles on the clock looks nice for £34,000-38,000, and a 
1991 example of its eventual successor, the 348TB (above right), is estimated 
at just £28,000-30,000. As the values of 308s and 328s seem to be on the up, 
the 348 currently looks like the bargain of the Ferrari range. 

Other interesting lots include a 1957 Austin-Healey 100/6 fitted with a Ford 
289 cubic-inch (4.7-litre) V8 (£25,000-30,000), a 1989 Porsche 911 Turbo Targa 
(£55,000-65,000) and a 1967 Ford Mustang convertible (£14,000-16,000). 
Matthew Hayward (Qi'evoMatthew) 


March 28 

April 21 

April 26 

Restoration Show Sale 

Classic Car Auctions 

Bonhams 

NEC, Birmingham, UK 

Silverstone, UK 

Stafford, UK 

silverstoneauctions.com 

classiccarauctions.co.uk 

bonhams.com 

April 4 

April 21 

May 16 

Anglia Car Auctions 

Barons 

Coys 

King's Lynn, UK 

Esher, UK 

Ascot, UK 

angliacarauctions.co.uk 

barons-auctions.com 

coys.co.uk 

April 18 

April 25 

May 23 

Coys 

oidtimerGalerie 

RM Sotheby's 

Essen, Germany 

Toffen, Switzerland 

Lake Como, Italy 

coys.co.uk 

oldtimergalerie.ch 

rmauctions.com 


Rmtasygarage 

TKE WORLD'S SSUTEST OARS FDR SALE. 

Three cars we should have bought when they were cheap. 

All three can be found in the classifieds at classicandperformancecar.com 



Porsche 928 GTS 
£44,995 

The technology beneath 
the skin of the 928 might 
be decidedly old school, 
butagood one will still 
cross continents without 
breaking sweat. 



Ferrari Testarossa 
£109,995 

For a long time tainted by 
its connotations of '80s 
naffness, the Testarossa 
is now proving we should 
have stashed one in the 
garage in the noughties. 



Range Rover 
£39,995 

Once abundant as a 
sub-£1000 banger, now 
officially a classic. Still 
wallows like a barge, rusts 
likeaferry and needs an 
oil tanker in tow. 
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Showroom Products 



www.watches.co.uk 


Swiss 



WVTCH 


where time meets passion 


COMPANY 



We specialise in the 
acquisition and sale of 
high quality Swiss watches 
both modem and vintage, 
un-wom and pre-ov\med. 


Free Watch Valtiation On-line 
INSTANT CASH PAID 


by appointment only: 


+44 ( 0)20 8994 4567 

474a Chiswick High Road. Chiswick, London. W4 5TT 


Rolex ■ Panerai ■ Tag Heuer ■ Audemars Piguet ■ Omega ■ Breitling ■ Zenith ■ IWC ■ Jaeger Le Coultre 
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Showroom Products 


^K-TEC nACItJCS 


■ IMAULT TUMMS IjOaniAHIIT 



THE UK's No.1 RENAULT TUNING SPECIALIST 


TWINGO RS - CLIO RS - MEGANE RS 


Largest Stock of Tuning Products For Renault 
Full Workshop Facilities S Chassis Dynamometer 
Dedicated Seles Team and Aftersales Support 
Established Reputation For Over 1 2 Years 


CALL US ON (01202) 820800 or visit our website 

vwwv. k-tzGcnacDing . CDCDm 



HovGaiOi 


Protect your wheels 
from kerb damage _ 

MIRA ^ Mo 


4^ 


virww.alloygcitor.com ^ 


'KiRB THi GATOR MOT THE ALLOY! 

Telephone; 08450 707078 



EVERY 

PARTfor 

every 

PORSCHE^ 

(3a!i otir Sales Team on 

+44 (0) 20 8500 8811 

V^it our Online Catalouue at 

www.design91 1 .com 

US or; 

sales@design91 1 .com 


'unit 9 • BRACKEN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
169 FOREST ROAD • HAiNAULT • ESSEX IG6 3HX 


DESIGN 011 

Centre for Porsche 


Body shop & fitting FACitmES 
Service & fitting centre 
Body styling & conversions 
Wheel & tyre fitting 
Damage repair s restoration 
Engine & gearsox rebuilos 
Suspension & exhaust upgrades 
Parts department 
Worldwide deliveries 
Performance upgrades 
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Tried & Tested 

J22SSSiBS3BiBt //lo^oring products, put through their paces by the evo team 



KTR RENAULTSPORT CLI0 172/182 INDUCTION KIT 


£166.80 k-tecracing.com 

K-Tec Racing s induction kit is one of the 
few aftermarket systems for the Mk2 RS 
Clio that actuaiiy improves performance. 
It s made up of a bespoke silicon hose 
and a high-flow air filter. 

Attached to our mechanically 
standard Fast Fleet 182, gains are 
negligible but the powerband does 
feel smoother . The car s characteristic 


5000rpm kick has also faded, masked 
by stronger mid-range grunt. Some may 
miss the '5k shove , others will welcome 
added potency across the rev-range. 

Perhaps the kit s strongest asset is 
its sound - think Lotus Twin Cam and 
you get the idea - which gives the Clio a 
seriously raceyfour-pot growl. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehanJ 



TOMTOM GO 5000 

£259.99 tomtom.com 




TomTiam's best all-in-one satnav was 
pressed into a 1000-mile round-trip 
to Cologne straight out of the box and 
performed with aplomb (handily, 45 
European country maps with lifetime 
updates are included). The five-inch 
readout treads the line between legibility 
and discretion superbly, while the 2D and 
3D map aspects are perfectly explicit, if a 
little low-resolution. 

Alongside the immediacy with which 
the 5000 reroutes around traffic, one of 
my favourite features was the real-time 
mph readout it gives during tracts of 
average speed cameras. With only two 
hours of operation before you need to 
wrestle with a charging cable (on the 
move...), battery life could be better, 
and the system could boot up in a more 
timely fashion, but otherwise it s a gem. 
Richard Lane (@_rlane _) 



COBRA CP7500EJUMPACK 
£79.99 argos.co.uk 

Don’t be fooled by its dinky dimensions - 
the Cobra JumPack s 400-amp current is 
enough tojump-start your cat. Connect 
its cables to the battery terminals, 
attach the JumPack and turn the car s 
key and - hey presto - it should start. 

Given its smartphone size, it s mighty 
impressive, though getting the miniature 


clamps to hold on to full-sized terminals 
can prove tricky, evo Towers could only 
supply one test car, but Cobra assures us 
the battery s good for multiple jumps. 

The JumPack also comes with a USB 
port and features an integrated LED 
torch. A solid gadget for high-milers. 
Sam Sheehan (ttewSamSheehan) 


RICHBROOK LUXURY TAILORED CAR COVER 


£109 richbrook.co.uk 

This Richbrook lightweight tailormade car 
cover seemed perfect for me - it s light 
and compact (2kg) and is suitable for 
both indoor and outdoor use. When not 
in use the cover tucks into a laptop-sized 
bag and usefully takes up very little room 
under the bonnet of my 911. 

This isn’t a total ’storm-proof 
cover - 95 per cent of standing water is 
expelled - but double-stitching, 100 per 
cent resistance to UV light, and strong 
construction provide confidence. For me 


this cover would only have occasional use 
anyway. 

I found the fit snug on my SC and 
the mirror pockets were adequate. The 
spring-clip belts secured the cover well, 
and so far there s very little evidence of 
condensation. The cover material itself is 
strong and resists sap and bird mess well. 

Although it doesn't purport to offer 
resistance to extreme weathe', this is a 
good value and well constructed cover. 
Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 


ART OF THE CORVETTE 
£34.00 amazon.co.uk 

The Corvette has been around for 
more than six decades, evolving from 
a style icon for the American dream to 
a proper sports car capable of taking it 
to the Europeans. Randy Leffingwell's 
hardcover title "ft/ie Corvette charts 
22 stunning examples of the legendary 
model. Featuring gorgeous high- 
resolution photography and intricate 
technical details, the 224-page book is a 
must-own for diehard Vette fans. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 
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GTECHniQ 

SMART SURFACE SCIENCE 


_ The best ceramic paint protection, unrivalled levels 

J ‘ ;; of gloss, scratch and chemical resistance 
**•■•*• 

y . 

service.gtechniq.com 
< 01327 811 015 
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Trips & Travel 


Knovxiedge 


The best destinations to visit in your car 




H THIS page has never been to Japan before, which is an 
oversight. The country is riddled with good roads, but a 
route that starts at Fuji Speedway and ends in the shadow 
of Mount Fuji seems a good way to start. 

The circuit lies to the southwest of Tokyo, just off the Tomei 
Expressway, but giving a traveiiing time from the capitai is impossible 
because traffic is so variabie. If you re primarily visiting the circuit and 
want a quick road drive, you could head up the Myojin Pass, which scales 
Mount Mikuni immediately behind the speedway. However, if yo.j’ve got 
time then head through the sprawl of Gotemba (you re looking for the 246 
and then the 138) and follow the signs to the Hakone Skyline. 

The Skyline itself is acf ually a toll road, but even before you reach 
the ticket booth you II drive along miles of incredible snaking tarmac 
tattooed with arcing tyre marks. Roads like the Hakone Skyline (where 
Richard Meaden took a Nissan 350Z in evo 088) are known as touge - the 
Japanese word for pass ',as in mountain pass;. However, the word has 
also become associated with the sort of races held on the roads, as 
immortalised in f'HOalD. A quirk of law used to mean that private toll roads 
weren’t policed for speeding, although sadly that's no longer the case. 

The Hakone runs into the Ashinoko Skyline and from there wp d suggest 
heading for the Toyo Tires Turnpike, although at the confluence of the 
two roads you can also turn right and head for Susono. This road is much 
narrower f han the beautiful two-lane sweeps of the toll roads, but once 
yo.i’ve emerged on the other side of Susono 
you will have a wonderful view of where 
you re heading. You have to pick your time of 
year to head up the Mount Fuji Skyline to the 
Fujinomiya Fifth Station, but even ignoring the 
20-plus hairpins, it’s worth it just for the views. 

Henry Catchpole 

Features editor 



tUD The route 



Distance: 55.5 miles Time: 2hr 30min 

Where to stay 

Given the relative proximity to Tokyo, it’s 
perfectiy feasibie to stay in the capitai. 
However, if you want to stay closer to the 
Speedway and Mount Fuji, you could try the 
Fujinobou Kaen Hotel in Ryoka. Ask for one of 
the rooms with a mountain view. Alternatively 
the Hakone Hotel has views over Lake 
Ashinoko and easier access to the toll roads. 

Watch out for 

The Fuji Skyline is no longer a toll road, 
but access is restricted between July and 
September - the peak season for those 
wanting to climb the volcano. We’d suggest 
going in the autumn when the colours of the 
trees are at their best, but don’t leave it too 
late or you’ll need to start watching out for 
snow and ice. 


For more driving destinations, visit: 

evo.co.uk/track-and-travel 


Reader road trip 

Alpine escapade 

I live close to Milan and last summer decided 
to undertake a four-day road trip in my 987 
Boxster S to enjoy roads that are commonly 
regarded as being among the best (issue 200’s 
evo Island’ confirms this! i. 

From Milan I set out north for Switzerland, 
driving alongside beautiful Lake Como and 
thenupthe switchback-laden Spluga Pass. 

Shortly after, the clouds disappeared and 
a new world appeared. Ahead of me, I had the 
magical trio of passes: Oberalp, Furka and 
Grimsel. Driving them all one after another, 
top down, with a flat-six singing in the back is 
something everyone should experience. 



After endless hairpins and fast corners, 

I headed to Bern and found myself on an 
incredibly narrow road climbing up the 
mountains. The name - Panorama Strasse - 
says it all... 

With the best of Switzerland behind 
me, which took in Geneva and the historic 
Neuchatel area, the next checkpoint was 
Grenoble, only a short way into France. The 
route plan from here was easy: head south 
along the mystical N85 - the Route Napoleon 
- from the very start all the way to Cannes. 

It’s incredible howthe landscape can 
change from the Alps to the Cote d’Azure so 
quickly, with millions of shades in between. 
Some sections of the N85 are mind-blowing, 
and the flow of corners only highlighted the 
Boxster’s balance. I was in heaven. 

Cannes was, as usual, a supercar festival, 
so too was Monaco, where I spent the night 
spottingthe most exclusive machines. 

The last day was the return home, but 
not before clearing the Porsche’s voice in the 
tunnels on the Ligurian coast. Next time the 
Boxster and I traverse the Alps, perhaps we’ll 
bump into an evo group test... 

Alessandro Meroni 

Eni'iilyour story to henrycfltw.ci.' uk 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Database 


Q = new entry this month. * = grey import. Entries in itaiics are for cars no ionger on saie. Issue no. is for our most 
recent majortestofthecar (D = Driven, R = Road test or group test, F = Feature). Cali 0844 844 0039 to order a back 
issue. Price is on-the-road including VAT and delivery charges. Engine is the car’s main motor only - additional hybrid 
tech isn’t shown. Weight is the car’s kerb weight as quoted by the manufacturer, bhp/ton is the power-to-weight ratio based on 
manufecturer's kerb weight. 0-60mph and O-lOOmph figures in bold are independently recorded, all other performance figures 
are manirfecturers’ claims. C02 g/km is the official EC figure and EC mpg is the official ‘Combined’ figure or equivalent. 


Key 


Superm in is /Hot Hatches 



Issue no 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

bhp/rpn 

ibn/rpr 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

a. 

E 

o 

vp 

O 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Q. 

E 

S 

S 

ob 

CM 

o 

o 

EC mpg 

6VO rating 


Abarth 595 Competizione 

196 D 

£18,960 

4/1368 

158/5500 

170/3000 

1035kg 

155 

7.4 


130 

155 

43.5 

+ Spirited engine, still looks great - Favours fun over finesse 

★★★★☆ 

Abarth 695 Biposto 

205 R 

£32,990 

4/1369 

187/5500 

184/3000 

997kg 

191 

5.9 


143 


- 

+ Engineered like a true Abarth product - Desirable extras make this a £50k city car 

★★★★★ 

Alfa Romeo Mito Cloverleaf 

149 R 

£18,870 

4/1368 

168/5500 

184/2500 

1145kg 

149 

7.5 

- 

136 

139 

47.1 

+ Great MultiAir engine. Impressive ride - Not as feisty as we hoped 


Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV 

199 D 

£28,120 

4/1742 

237/5750 

251/2000 

1320kg 

182 

6.0 

- 

151 

162 

40.3 

+ Still looks good, and now it’s got the 4C's engine - Pricey, and it has more rewarding rivals irkirki^ 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta Cloverleaf 

144 D 

'10-14 

4/1742 

232/5500 

251/1900 

1320kg 

179 

6.8 


150 

177 

37.2 

* Shows signs of deep talent... - ...but should be more exciting 

★★★★☆ 

Alfa Romeo 147 GTA 

187R 

'03-06 

6/3179 

247/6200 

221/4800 

1360kg 

185 

6.0 

15.5 

153 

- 

23.3 

+ Mkl Focus RS pace without the histrionics -Slightly nose-heavy 

★★★★★ 

Audi SI 

203 R 

£24,900 

4/1984 

228/6000 

273/1600 

1315kg 

176 

5.8 


155 

162 

40.4 

+ Compliant and engaging chassis; quick, too - Looks dull without options 

★ ★★★☆ 

★ 1 1 cujfT-c 












-.8 

+ Polished 253bhp all- wheel-drive A1 - Just 19 for UK. Porsche Cayman price 

★ ★★★★ 

Audi S3 

188 R 

£30,640 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1395kg 

216 

5.4 

12.5 

155 

162 

40.4 

+ Lots of grip and one of the best-sounding four-pot turbos - Still a little too clinical 

★ ★★★★ 

AudiS3 

106 R 

'06-’12 

4/1984 

261/6000 

258/2500 

1455kg 

183 

5.6 

13.6 

155 

198 

33.2 

+ Very fast, very effective, very... err, quality - A little too clinical 

★ ★★★★ 

Audi RS3 Sportback 

156 R 

'11-12 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

1575kg 

216 

4.5 


155 

212 

31.0 

* Above, with added five-pot character - Again, see above... 

★★★★★ 

BMW 125iM Sport 

176 D 

£26,020 

4/1997 

218/5000 

228/1350 

1420kg 

156 

6.4 


155 

154 

42.8 

+ Performance, price, running costs - Dull four-pot soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

BMWM135i 

195 R 

£30,835 

6/2979 

316/5800 

332/1300 

1425kg 

225 

4.8 

12.9 

155 

188 

35.3 

+ Powertrain, noise, chassis, price - M235i looks nicer, and has an LSD on its options list 

★ ★★★★ 

BMWWIMSport 

106 R 

’05-'10 

6/2996 

261/6650 

232/2750 

1450kg 

183 

6.1 

15.3 

155 

- 

34.0 

+ Fantasticengine- Suspension can still get a little boingy 

★ ★★★★ 

Citroen Cl/Peugeot 107/Toyota Aygo 

126 R 

£8095+ 

3/998 

68/6000 

68/3600 

790kg 

87 

14.2 

- 

98 

103 

61.4 

+ Full of character and insurance-friendly - Insurance friendly power 

★★★★★ 

Citroen Saxo VTS 

020 R 

'97-'03 

4/1587 

120/6600 

107/5200 

935kg 

130 

7.6 

22.6 

127 

- 

34.9 

+ Chunky, chuckable charger- Can catch out the unwary 

★ ★★★★ 

CitroenAXGT 

195R 

'87-92 

4/1360 

85/6400 

86/4000 

722kg 

120 

9.2 


no 

- 

- 

+ Makes terrific use of85bhp - Feels like it's made from paper 

★★★★★ 

Citroen DS31.6THP 

142 R 

£17,475 

4/1598 

154/6000 

177/1400 

1240kg 

126 

7.2 

- 

133 

155 

42.2 

+ A proper French hot hatch - Petrolheads might find it too ‘designed’ 

★ ★★★☆ 

Citroen DS3 Racing 

153D 

'11-12 

4/1598 

204/6000 

203/2000 

1240kg 

167 

6.5 

- 

146 

149 

- 

+ Faster, feistier version of above - Not as hardcore as its 'Racing' tag suggests 

★★★★☆■ 

Fiat Panda lOOHP 

132R 

'06-'ll 

4/1368 

99/6000 

97/4250 

975kg 

103 

9.5 


115 

154 

43.5 

+ Most fun per pound on the market- Optional ESP can't be turned off 

★★★★★ 

Fiat Punto Evo Sporting 

141 D 

£13,355 

4/1368 

133/5000 

152/1750 

1155kg 

117 

8.5 


127 

129 

50.4 

+ Great engine, smart styling - Dynamics don’t live up to the Evo name 

★★★★☆ 

Ford Fiesta ST 

207 R 

£17,395 

4/1596 

179/5700 

214/1600 

1088kg 

167 

7.4 

18.4 

137 

138 

47.9 

+ Chassis, price, punchy performance - Not as powerful as key rivals 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Fiesta ST Mountune 

195 R 

£17,994 

4/1596 

212/6000 

236/2750 

1088kg 

198 

6.6 


140 

138 

- 

+ One of the best mid-sized hatches made even better - Badge snobbery 

★★★★★ 

Ford Fiesta ZetecS 

123D 

'08-13 

4/1596 

118/6000 

112/4050 

1045kg 

115 

9.9 


120 

134 

48.7 

+ Genuinely entertaining supermini- Grown up compared to Twingo/Swift 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Fiesta ZetecS Mountune 

132R 

'08-'13 

4/1596 

138/6750 

125/4250 

1080kg 

130 

7.9 

- 

120 

134 

48.7 

+ As above, with a fantastically loud exhaust... - ...if you're 12 years old 

★★★★★ 

Ford Fiesta ST 

075D 

'05-08 

4/1999 

148/6000 

140/4500 

1137kg 

132 

7.9 

- 

129 


38.2 

+ Great looks, decent brakes - Disappointing chassis, gutless engine 

★★★☆☆ 

Ford Fiesta ST185 Mountune 

115 R 

'08 

4/1999 

185/6700 

147/3500 

1137kg 

165 

6.9 

- 

129 

- 

- 

+ Fiesta ST gets the power it always needed -OTT exhaust note 

★ ★★★☆ 

Ford Focus ST TDCi Estate 

206 D 

£23,295 

4/1997 

182/3500 

295/2000 

1488kg 

124 

8.3 

- 

135 

no 

67.3 

+ Performance not sacrificed at the alter of economy - Interior design still jars slightly 

★★★★★ 

Ford Focus ST 

207 R 

£22,195 

4/1999 

247/5500 

265/2000 

1362kg 

184 

6.5 

- 

154 

159 

41.5 

+ Excellent engine -Scrappy when pushed 

★ ★★★☆ 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

187 D 

£23,220 

4/1999 

271/5500 

295/2750 

1362kg 

202 

5.7 


154+ 

169 

- 

+ Great value upgrade - Steering still not as feelsome as that of some rivals 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Focus ST 

119R 

'05-70 

5/2522 

222/6000 

236/1600 

1392kg 

162 

47 

16.8 

150 

224 

30.4 

+ Value, performance, integrity -Big engine compromises handling 

★ ★★★☆ 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

137R 

'08-'ll 

5/2522 

256/5500 

295/2500 

1392kg 

187 

58 

14.3 

155 

224 

- 

+ ST takes extra power in its stride - You probably still want an RS 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Focus RS(Mk2) 

195 R 

'09-11 

5/2522 

300/6500 

324/2300 

1467kg 

208 

5.9 

14.2 

163 

225 

30.5 

+ Huge performance, highly capable FWD chassis - Body control is occasionally clumsy 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Focus RS500 

181R 

'lO-'ll 

5/2522 

345/6000 

339/2500 

1467kg 

239 

5.6 

12.7 

165 

225 

- 

+ More power and presence than regular RS- Pricey 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Focus RS (Mkl) 

207R 

'02-'03 

4/1998 

212/5500 

229/3500 

1278kg 

169 

5.9 

14.9 

143 

- 

- 

+ Some are great- Some are awful (so make sure you drive plenty) 

★★★★☆ 

Ford Escort RS Cosworth 

157R 

'92-96 

4/1993 

224/6250 

224/3500 

1275kg 

179 

6.2 


137 

- 

- 

+ The ultimate Essex hot hatch -Unmodified ones are rare, and getting pricey... 

★★★★★ 

Ford Puma 1.7 

095R 

'97-02 

4/1679 

123/6300 

116/4500 

1041kg 

120 

$.6 

27.6 

122 

- 

38.2 

+ Everything- Nothing. The 1.4 is worth a look too 

★ ★★★★ 

Ford Racing Puma 

128R 

'OO-'Ol 

4/1679 

153/7000 

119/4500 

1174kg 

132 

18 

23.2 

137 

- 

34.7 

+ Exclusivity- The standard Puma does it so well 

★ ★★★★ 

Honda Civic Type R 

102R 

'07-'ll 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

1267kg 

158 

68 

17.5 

146 

215 

31.0 

+ Looksgreat VTEC more accessible -Steering lacks feel, inert balance 

★★★★★ 

Honda Civic Type R Champ'ship White 

126 D 

'09-'10 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

1267kg 

158 

6.6 


146 

- 

31.0 

+ Limited-slip diff a welcome addition -It's not available on standard car... 

★ ★★★★ 

Honda Civic Type R Mugen 

195R 

'09-'ll 

4/1998 

237/8300 

157/6250 

1233kg 

195 

5.9 


155 

- 

- 

+ Fantastic on road and track - There's only 20. and they're a tad pricey... 

★★★★★ 

Honda Civic Type R 

075R 

'01-'05 

4/1998 

197/7400 

145/5900 

1204kg 

166 

68 

16.9 

146 

- 

31.7 

+ Potent and great value- Looks divide opinion, duff steering 

★★★★★ 

Kia Proceed GT 

207 R 

£20,200 

4/1591 

201/6000 

195/1750 

1448kg 

143 

7.4 


143 

171 

38.2 

+ Fun and appealing package - Lacks sharpness and control at its outer edges 

★ ★★★☆ 

Lancia Delta Integrate 

194 R 

'88-93 

4/1995 

207/5750 

220/3500 

1300kg 

162 

5.7 


137 

- 

23.9 

+ One of the finest cars ever built - Demands love, LHD only 

★★★★★ 

Mazda 2 1.5 Sport 

132 R 

£13,495 

4/1498 

102/6000 

101/4000 

1030kg 

107 

10.4 

- 

117 

135 

48.7 

+ Fun and funky - Feels tinny after a Mini 

★ ★★★☆ 

Mazda3MPS 

137R 

'06-'13 

4/2261 

256/5500 

280/3000 

1385kg 

188 

6.3 

14.5 

155 

224 

294 

+ Quick, eager and very good value - The steering's iffy 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz A250 'by AMG' 

173 D 

£29,355 

4/1991 

208/5500 

258/1200 

1370kg 

154 

6.5 


149 

148 

46.3 

+ Mercedes builds a proper hot hatch - But denies it a manual gearbox 

★ ★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz A45 AMG 

194 R 

£37,845 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1480kg 

244 

4.3 

10.6 

155 

161 

40.9 

+ Blisteringly quick everywhere - Not as rewarding as some slower rivals 

★ ★★★☆ 

MG3 Style 

190 D 

£9999 

4/1498 

104/6000 

101/4750 

1155kg 

91 

10.4 

- 

108 

136 

48.7 

+ Decent chassis, performance and price - Thrashy engine, cheap cabin 

irkirirk 

MG Metro 6R4 Clubman 

181 R 

'84-'87 

6/2991 

250/7000 

225/6500 

1000kg 

254 

4.5 

- 

140 

- 

- 

* The most extreme hot hatch ever -Engine noise, heat soak, fivempg 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper (F56) 

194 D 

£15,300 

3/1499 

134/4500 

162/1250 

1085kg 

125 

7.9 

- 

130 

105 

62.8 

+ Punchythree-cylinder engine, good chassis -Tubby styling 

kkkk'k 

Mini Coopers (F56) 

196 D 

£18,665 

4/1998 

189/4700 

206/1250 

1160kg 

166 

6.8 


146 

133 

49.6 

+ Still has that Mini DNA - Expensive with options; naff dash displays 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper S 5-door (F56) 

207 D 

£19,440 

4/1998 

189/4700 

206/1250 

1220kg 

148 

6.9 

- 

144 

136 

47.9 

+ Super engine, gearbox and brakes - Lacks some of the agility of the three-door 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works Coupe (R58) 

164 R 

£23,805 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

1175kg 

180 

6.3 

- 

149 

165 

39.8 

+ The usual raucous Mini JCW experience - But with aquestionable 'helmet' roof... 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper (R56) 

185F 

'09-'14 

4/1598 

120/6000 

118/4250 

1075kg 

113 

9.1 

- 

126 

127 

52.3 

* Brilliant ride and composure: could be all the Mini you need - You 'll still buy the 'S' 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper S(R56) 

149R 

'06-’14 

4/1598 

181/5500 

177/1600 

1140kg 

161 

7.0 

- 

142 

136 

48.7 

+ New engine. Mini quality - Front end not quite as direct as the old car's 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper SD (R56) 

158 D 

'11-14 

4/1995 

141/4000 

225/1750 

1150kg 

125 

8.0 


134 

114 

65.7 

* A quick diesel Mini with impressive mpg - But no Cooper S alternative 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works (R56) 

184 R 

'08-14 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

1160kg 

182 

7.2 

16.7 

148 

165 

39.8 

* A seriously rapid Mini - Occasionally just a little unruly 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works GP (R56) 

195R 

13-'14 

4/1598 

215/6000 

206/2000 

1160kg 

188 

6.3 


150 

165 

39.8 

+ Brazenly hyperactive - Too much for some roads and some tastes 

kkkkk 

Mini Coopers (R50) 

077R 

'02-'06 

4/1598 

168/6000 

155/4000 

1140kg 

143 

7.8 

19.9 

135 

- 

33.6 

+ Strong performance, quality feel- Over-long gearing 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper S Works GP (R50) 

144 R 

'06 

4/1598 

215/7100 

184/4600 

1090kg 

200 

6.5 


149 

- 

32.8 

+ Storming engine, agility- Tacky styling ‘enhancements' 

kkkkk 

Nissan Juke Nismo 

184R 

£20,495 

4/1618 

197/6000 

184/2400 

1306kg 

153 

7.7 

19.5 

134 

159 

40.9 

+ More than the sum of its parts - Not enough to add up to a pukka hot hatch 

kkkkk 

Peugeot 106 Rallye (Series 2) 


'97-'98 

4/1587 

103/6200 

97/3500 

865kg 

121 

8.8 


121 

- 

34.0 

+ r ■ ■ ' • '-Not as much fizz as original 1.3 

kkkkk 



Officw fu«( csnsumpOor <o» the Wtw V40 T2 R-Oe$ign (mervurt in MPG (l/10O(m)c Uifaen 415 (ftSX Extm Urben 625 (45X Combinod 533 (53X C02 Emissions I24g/Vm. 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting 

Our Choice 

Volkswagen Golf R. A flagship Golf to get 'eally excited about, 
the new R offers immense pace and a truly engaging driving 
experience in a compromise-free package with class and quality 
aplentt . Cake both possessed and consumed. 



★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Best of the Rest 

The SEAT Leon Cupra 280 is a real buzz to thread along a tough 
road, but the Megane 275 edges it for tactility and involvement. 
Amongst the smaller hatches, Peugeot’s 208 GTi 30th (left) is 
fabulously focused, while the Fiesta ST is the affordable choice. 


Superminis / Hot Hatches 


Car 

Issue 

Price 

Engin 

cyl/ct 

a 

.Q 

A 

00 

1 

.a 

o 

to 

o 

o 

o 

o 

S 

o 

o 

E 

u 

m 

6VO rating 


- 'f ye rsl) 

95R 

6 

94 

100/7200 

80/5400 

826kg 

123 

6 


•8 


■'6 

+ • . n- Needscaning'oextractfu / 

kkkkk 

— ■t 06GTr - 

4- 


87 

20/6600 

' '200 

kg 

128 

7.4 

22.2 

27 


4.9 

•< 'e 'Ting-- mini- ‘ '^'e 

kkkkk 

Peugeot 208 GTi 

184 R 

£18,895 

4/1598 

197/5800 

203/1700 

1160kg 

173 

6.8 

17.9 

143 

125 

47.9 

Agile chassis works well on tough roads - Could be more involving 

kkkkk 

Peugeot 208 GTi 30th Anniversary 

207 R 

£21 995 

4/1598 

205/5800 

221/1750 

1185kg 

176 

6.5 


143 

125 

47.9 

+ The most focused and aggressive small hatch on sale - £5k more than a Fiesta ST 

kkkkk 

■ - 5 GTI 1.9 

/95- 


5 

130/6000 

'0 

kg 

145 



.4 


7 

+ .*-///• ating--"- ■ II ‘"ese years - fy 

kkkkk 




. 8 

'00 

■2/5500 


9 

7.2 

20.1 

• 0 


.7 

+ ( -e '""ecreatGTIs- '’eyd -'f' "■mlik'" :'y~'Te 


ye 

095' 


' 8 

■ '00 

'2/5500 


••2 

6.9 

19.2 

*37 


.7 

+ ' >. ■ • -'-•■h- imited choice -f colours 

kkkkk 

■ . port Twingo 133 

•’5‘ 

- ’3 

■8 

■ '0 

4400 

kg 

1 ' 

6 



'0 

- .5 

■hi ■ 'po'--- *' 'etmon"! p ■ -sC'”*- ' - de 

kkkkk 

RenauitsportCiio 200 Turbo 

184 R 

£18,995 

4/1618 

197/6000 

177/1750 

1204kg 

166 

6.9 

17.9 

143 

144 

44,8 

+ Faster, more refined, easier to drive - We miss the revvy nat-asp engine and manual 'box irkirkir 

port Clio 200 Cup 

195R 

'0 3 

. 8 

"00 

5400 

204kg 

166 

6.6 

16.7 

747 

790 

34.5 

+ 7 ehotClio:' tsbest-''eyd ''t ■ ' > re 

kkkkk 

■ port Clio 197 Cup 

115' 


8 

194 -‘0 

'fl/"’0 

■ . 

1 



4 

- 

6 

+ «/ 'e-vfasm h ' nas' p 

kkkkk 

■ port Clio 182 

066 R 

'04-06 

8 

'00 

14' '0 

** 

■5 

6.6 

17.5 

9 


4.9 

^ ^ . .. -QQ ^ ; ,‘jon 

kkkkk 

" port Clio 182 Cup 

187R 

'04-06 

■8 

■' ■ '00 

14- '-'0 

kg 

168 

6 


■ 9 


•4.9 

+ Fu//o'"’ ' ■ ■ '.-ue- day " - *et upholstery 

kkkkk 

port Clio ophy 

200 R 

'O' '06 

8 

■'00 

14' '0 

kg 

168 

6.6 

17.3 

■‘0 


4.9 

■h^emo-”n' ucanhaveon"'ree -ometim ‘*o)»'' 's-Just' * ‘ t 

kkkkk 

'portClioV p 



' 8 

'0 

• 5400 


1 

6.5 

17.7 

38 


- 

+ r 'stT'-'-f 'h-‘< 'usin"ewetnoAB5 

kkkkk 

- ' port Clio V6 255 


5 

6/294: 

'/T'- 

'0 

• OOkg 

182 

8 


'3 


0 

i ■.ercardra"'*''ho-"'e c '.y 'Ung- . red '■ 'r 

kkkkk 

' port Clio i 

'9R 

'99-02 

6/294- 


• '0 

335kg 

173 

$.8 

17.0 

745 


. 0 

■ ercar->- ngined' ' "ling •n* ‘ -y 

kkkkk 

tClio-' ’s 

195’ 

6 

■88 

14- 00 

4500 


"3 


2C8 

4 


0 

e "'ebest‘ 't'"'’''esever- . 'nbefra* e 

kkkkk 

t5GTTurbo 

195- 


■7 

'0 

22/3000 

855kg 

14 

*3 


'20 


• .4 

+ Jio* s’. ‘ 'daddy-Fewu edorr eft 

kkkkk 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Cup 

195 R 

£25990 

4/1998 

261/5500 

265/3000 

1387kg 

191 

6.4 

14.8 

158 

174 

7 

+ A hot hatch benchmark - Not a lot 

kkkkk 

Renauitsport Megane 275 Trophy 

201 D 

£28,930 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1376kg 

200 

60 


158 

174 

7 

+ Another cracking Trophy model - Stripped-out Trophy-R is even more thrilling 

kkkkk 

Renauitsport Megane 275 Trophy-R 

203 R 

£36,430 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1297kg 

212 

5.8 


158 

174 

7 

+ As absorbing as a 911 GT3 RS on the right road - Too uncompromising for some; pricey 

kkkkk 

' po' 'OCu.' 

9R 

'0 7 

- 199 

'-55 

•/5000 

387»C 

7 

6.1 

74.6 

6 

0 

34.4 

+ - *5...- -• ••■• y 'bscuredby '*.'»■ d ‘ ty 

kkkkk 

' po ’5Cup 

119' 


' 1995 

V 

'/2000 

'70kg 

779 

8.3 

23.5 

■37 


- .5 

+ ‘ '/7a»' "■ '••yspo • -s-- - '6 " 'repower 

kkkkk 

po ‘ ' lTeamR26 

195- 

’ 

' 1998 

227/55- ‘ 

/3000 


7 

6.2 

16.0 

7 


- 

+ -'s'- ■ s based on- 1 Team- *ersin: .'ustaste 

kkkkk 

po'^ ■■ 



- 1998 

227/55 • 

/3000 

220*: 

9 

%8 

15.1 

.7 


- 

+ 1 'e etrue' t 'atchh 'es-~*oseats.. ir' + 'ws 

kkkkk 

SEAT Ibiza FR 2 OTD! 

144 R 

£17,445 

4/1968 

141 4200 

236/1750 

1245kg 

115 

8.2 


131 

123 

60.1 

' More fun than the petrol FR, manual gearbox option - The Cupra’s not much more 

kkkkk 

SEAT Ibiza Cupra 

183 D 

£18,765 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1259kg 

144 

6.9 


142 

139 

47.9 

+ Punchy engine, unflappable DSG - Lacks engagement 

kkkkk 

SEAT Leon FRTDil84 

184 D 

£22,255 

4/1968 

181 4000 

280/1750 

1350kg 

136 

7.5 


142 

112 

64.2 

+ Performance, sweet chassis, economy, comfort - Boorish engine 

kkkkk 

SEAT Leon Cupra 280 

195 R 

£27,210 

4/1984 

276/5600 

258/1750 

1320kg 

212 

5.8 


155 

149 

44.1 

+ Serious pace and agility for Golf GTI money - The Mk7 Golf R 

kkkkk 

SEAT Leon FR+ 

'63D 

’ 7 

■ '4 


700 

334kg 

75' 

•2 


745 

r 

7 

' ' . k- ’ ' ’oorbut ' *• er-k' ’ eVW'scompI ’ ‘ess 

kkkkk 

SEAT Leon. raR 

9- 

7 

* '4 


'00 

37' 

■3 

6.1 

14.0 

755 

190 

34.9 

-> - dcar.b "ing-' -*■' 'e- •• '• 'aracter va ^-'-h.-' "es 

kkkkk 

SEAT Leon . : ra 

5' 


'4 


. 72200 

37'-- -■ 

’5 

3 


'3 


0 

h Great engine, composure- 'f ■ ty'f' ' :raR 

kkkkk 

SEATLeon - . '5 


'06 

■ 1 

222/5900 

206/2200 

•376. C 

4 



’0 


-.7 

■h • 'try. ace, ■ ' ’.•'ue-'' ' ' illingass'^e 

kkkkk 

SkodaFabiavRS (Mk2) 

146 D 

£17,150 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1218kg 

14 

.3 


139 

148 

45.6 

■h Well priced, well made, with great engine and DSG ‘box - Dull steering 

kkkkk 

ko' a vRS vkl) 

077R 

'04-07 

6 

• V . 

• 00 

15kg 

700 

6 


727 


55.4 

; -atingk* n: i‘ t".:’ h-A es' rtonsteering' -'i 

kkkkk 

Skoda Octavia vRS (Mk3) 

187D 

£23,260 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1350kg 

163 

6.8 


154 

142 

45.6 

■h Quick, agile, roomier than a Golf - Ride is harsh for what could be afamily car 

kkkkk 

ko' avRS • :) 

1 

^ 3 

- 8 


700 

95kg 

74 

3 



*5 

*7 

+J ves ' - ■ -sts much less- ^n' ->ecalipers? 

kkkkk 

Smart Fortwo Brabus 

HOD 

£15,375 

3/999 

97/5500 

104/3500 

780kg 

126 

9.9 


96 

119 

54,3 

+ Telling people you drive a Brabus - Them realising it's not a 720bhp S-class 

kkkkk 

Subaruimp ’ - >00 


7 

* .'457 

3 ' ''0 

'00/3 '0 

5kg 

267 

6 

7 

755 


- 

+i .* hk *• . e ' "'e fastest' -■'■ ’'es we've tested-' ' ’’ esssteering 

kkkkk 

Subaru Impreza WRXS 

••5‘ 

■0 

:45’ 

•• 5400 

288/3000 

95kg 

180 

5.5 


730 

270 

- 

+ . ■ t > ■* ’:-.cWRX-Stillno“'^ f’' • 4 ^-'ted 

kkkkk 

Subaru Impreza STI330S 

'4- 

'0 

- -'45* 

54 

.00 

5kg 

19 

4.4 


755 


- 

+ -‘"; " ■n''eSTL.-. ..but not better 

kkkkk 

Suzuki Swift Sport (Mk2) 

175 R 

£13,749 

4/1586 

134/6900 

118/4400 

1045kg 

130 

87 


121 

147 

44.1 

+ The Swift's still a great pocket rocket - But it’s lost a little adjustability 

kkkkk 

* kr^rftS- rt 

32R 

•O’ ■ 

'86 

23/6800 

.800 

•030.^ 

•7 




•5 

8 

■hf-terta ^ 'ling^ll'- t- Lacking in steering’ k 

kkkkk 

VauxhaliCorsaVXR 

154 R 

£18,995 

4/1598 

189/5850 

192/1980 

1166kg 

165 

6.8 


140 

172 

387 

+ Looks snazzy, punchy engine - Lacks feel, uncouth compared with rivals 

kkkkk 

- : 

'•4R 

- '3 

- 159- 


"0 

'66kg 

776 

6-‘ 


.3 

78 

- 

+ VXR\ets - repo 0 f 'dalimF-- ■ Up'ff-' ‘ t’s ver£3KmO'-' -'-ve 

kkkkk 

Vauxhali Astra VXR (Mk2) 

207 R 

£27,315 

4/1998 

276/5500 

295/2500 

1475kg 

190 

5.9 


155 

184 

34,9 

+ Better than the car it replaces; loony turbo pace - Lacks RS Megane’s precision 

kkkkk 

: II Astra VXR ykl) 

102 R 

'O' 

« 199- 


. .00 

kg 

773 

6.7 

16.7 


7 

7 

us- *sa "ecompo d ion 

kkkkk 

VW Up/SEAT Mii/SkodaCitigo 

171 R 

£7990+ 

3/999 

59/5000 

70/3000 

854kg 

70 

14.1 


99 

105 

62.8 

+ Accomplished city car is dynamically sound... - ...but predictably slow 

kkkkk 

VW Polo GTi 

206 D 

£18,850 

4/1798 

189 4200 

236/1450 

1280kg 

150 

67 


146 

139 

47.1 

At last, a real live ' ' kicking baby Golf GTI - Fiesta ST is still more engaging 

kkkkk 

VW Polo GTI 

154' 


0 

78/6200 

./2000 

'4kg 

75 

- 8 


.2 


'.9 

■hy'dern-daymkl 'fGTU'etstw ■ hDSG-lt'sa ‘ d 

kkkkk 

VWGoifGTD(Mk7) 

200 D 

£25,765 

4/1968 

181/3500 

280/1750 

1377kg 

134 

7.5 


143 

109 

.3 

+ Pace, fuel economy, sounds good for a diesel - Lacks the extra edge of the GTI 

kkkkk 

VWGoifGTi(Mk7) 

207 R 

£26,580 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1351kg 

163 

6,5 


153 

139 

47.1 

Brilliantly resolved - Megane 265 beats it as a pure drivers' car 

kkkkk 

VWGoifGTE(Mk7) 

202 D 

£28,000 

4/1395 

201 

258 

1524kg 

134 

.6 


138 

35 

188 0 

+ The most enjoyable plug-in hybrid at this price - Golf GTI still quicker and more fun 

kkkkk 

VWGoifR(Mk7) 

203 R 

£2 900 

4/1984 

297/5500 

280/1800 

1476kg 

204 

5,1 


155 

165 

40.9 

+ Time to take the R brand seriously - Megane 265 usf edges it as a pure drivers’ car 

kkkkk 

. fGTI • ) 

172R 

'0 ’3 

•4 


' 700 

■kg 

160 

6.4 

16.5 

.8 


7 

h-'illaveryacc- 'ed"f h-207b~' ‘'ta " 'y^'ro 

kkkkk 

fR ■ ) 

14 

'3 

•4 


'00 

' '1kg 

178 

5.5 


755 

799 

2 

hGreatengiH' ' "us. ■ d poise- "" ce,ACC y ' ' - i! 

kkkkk 

. fGTI Jk5) 

195R 

'O' 



• -flOO 

336. C 

'0 

6.7 

17.9 

745 


- 

* - - : - - • n:o' ■ m-Lacking‘ '-power? 

kkkkk 

... fR32 <zk5) 


9 

9 

V’ 

'00 


■ 5 

56 

15.2 

755 


-.4 

■* Tract ’’sc ■ ' "- ///ch-”'- ^ k-We'dstillhaveaGTI 

kkkkk 

ir'. fR32 ^k4) 


4 

9 

• ’0 

236/2800 

-■77kg 

163 

6.4 

16.3 

754 


6 

+ < ■' c- ^oomyengin- :n''‘res'''e 

kkkkk 

■ r'. • fGTI 6v ) 

195' 

2 

> 78 

00 

■ 600 

60kg 

147 

7 


.•9 


■ 6 

+ ‘-e-Very" '‘o' • - dard''e 

kkkkk 

■ r' fGTI ) 

95' 


781 

ir '800 


•X 

5 



2 


0 

+ •//. ■ 'o' '• :n nmolested-'e 

kkirkk 

. * 0 . '5- Design 

1 

■ 7 

1 

’ '000 

236/ '00 


■5 

6.6 

16.9 

749 


.5 

+<- ’-looking ■ ’■ »o- ■■ se'fbest"’ " ’o 

kkkkk 


MADE IN SWEDEN. 
MV0UI0V40IH)ESIGN. 


British ro«ds ve different from 
Swedish roads. Thafs why we tested 
and turred the V40 R-Oesign's braking 
system here m Britain H puts you lO 
total control, instantly respor>d«ig to 
anything the roads of Britain have to 
offer (and that includes the wildlifeX 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARS.CO.uk 


A*«nla«« fViowi CuiitsLt ^ihti 



R M aCVQM iH flf « 

li AfvlaMi iiMl M V cr fiv Om 


gm AniaMi ^ M « 


ka camM «Ml « « WM A 




REMEMBER 

DREAMING, 

START DRIVING 








Established in 2003, Supercars on Demand offers nationwide, short term 
prestige and supercar hire from a fleet of some of the world's most 
desired luxury vehicles. We also arrange outstanding tours, trips and 
road rallies in the UK and across Europe, as well as corporate events and 
entertainment With a nationwide service - including delivery/collection 
at any UK airport - when will you take the driving seat? 


0333 323 2660 

www.supercarsondemand.com 


Bring your childhood dreann 
to life with prestige and 
supercar hire fronn 


a 

UJ 

a. 


CARSi 

^DEMAND 


Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 



Our Choice 

BMW MS. The turbocharging of BMW's M-cars met with 
scepticism, but the current MS's 4.4-iitre twin-turbo V8 feeis a 
perfect fit. it's a brutally fast car, and there are clever (and useable) 
adjustable driving modes. It looks cool, too. The best big saloon is 
now even 



Best of the Rest 

Jaguar's showy XFR-S (left) has a particularly impressive chassis, 
and Mercedes' E63 AMG offers intoxicating performance, 
especially with the S upgrade. BMW's M3 is an appealing all- 
round package, while the latest Alpina D3 Biturbo is not only the 
world's fastest diesel production car, but a great handler too. 


Saloons/ Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

or 

3 

Price 

Engin 

cyl/cc 

a 

A 

00 

1 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

B 

S 

s 

o 

o 

E 

u 

m 

6 VO rating 


Alpina D3 Biturbo (F30) 

192 D 

£46,950 

6/2993 

345 4000 

516/1500 

1585kg 

221 

4.6 


173 

139 

53.3 

+ 173mph from a 3-litre diese ! Brilliant chassis, too - Auto only 

★★★★★ 

Alpina B3 Biturbo (F30) 

188 D 

£54950 

6/2979 

404/5500 

442/3000 

1610kg 

255 

4.2 


190 

1 

.2 

h Understated appearance, monster performance - E90 M3 is better on the limit 

★★★★★ 

*lpinaD3 ‘ 

7' ’ 

■2 

- 1995 

'000 

332/2000 

1495kg 

143 

6 


‘2 


3 

*■ " ■ ' esei oomph -■‘"'er' 'wpo 0 - d 

★★★★★• 

Alpina B5 Biturbo 

149 D 

£7515 

4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

1920kg 

282 

4.5 


198 

244 

26.9 

h Big performance and top-line luxury - Driver not really involved 

★★★★☆ 

Alpina B7 Biturbo 

134 D 

£9' 

4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

2040kg 

265 

4.6 

- 

194 

230 

28.5 

+ Massive performance and top-line luxury - Feels its weight when hustied 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin Rapide S 

201 D 

£147,950 

12/5935 

552/6650 

465/5500 

1990kg 

282 

4.2 

- 

203 

300 

21.9 

Oozes star quality: gearbox on 2015MY cars a big improvement - It's cosy in the back 

★★★★☆ 

Aston VJ 'in 'j. de 

141' 

'3 

5 

470/6000 

44 '000 


,.0 

2 

- 

188 

355 

- 

+ 1 ■■ " in/.' '9 ■ ' ling- ' "’na-'-op- '• seater 

★★★★★ 

Audi S3 Saloon 

192 D 

£33,540 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1430kg 

210 

5.3 

- 

155 

162 

26.4 

+ On paper a match for the original S4 - In reality much less interesting 

★ ★★★tV 

AudiS4 (B8) 

166 D 

£39,610 

6/2995 

328/5500 

324/2900 

1685kg 

198 

4.9 


155 

190 

34.9 

h Great powertrain, secure chassis - The new RS4 is here now... 

★★★★☆ 


073 D 

'O' ■ 


* 

'00 

700kg 

206 

5.4 


155 

- 

- 

+ ■ essVBac e~-"ling- ' 'im''-'* 'esse " - eaders 

★★★★☆ 

Audi RSAAvant (B8) 

192 R 

£56,545 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1795kg 

251 

4.5 

10.5 

174 

249 

26.4 

Looks and sounds the part, thunderously fast - Harsh ride, unnatural steering 

★★★•★☆ 

.< .T/?S4rV 



• ’63 

414 • 

■ 5500 

■ ■ kg 

■55 

4.5 

10.9 

755 


- 

+ - hpat7800rpm » " . n estate version 'oo- . 'der braking 

★★★★★ 

.» :/?S. '5; 

19 - 


1 


■ '00 

620kg 

236 

45 

12.1 

70 


"0 

+ * ess-.ace- s ■■ ■'- ‘ ' - -s 

★★★★☆ 

^RS2 

IR 

’ • 95 

5 

• • '00 

302/3000 

1595kg 

1 

45 

13.1 

'62 


0 

+ . mingp- ■ 'ce -nk- 'o- )- >' ■' ■' ‘ 'e 

★★★★☆ 

A * ■ 

91 

■ 77 

1 '20' 


8/3000 

kg 

228 

2 

- 

155 

■99 

-.4 

+ r«*n'-.' '•‘"t-Verym' ’ '0 

★★★★■☆ 

Audi RS6Avant (C7) 

203 R 

£77,995 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1935kg 

290 

3.6 

8.2 

155 

229 

28.8 

+ Performance, foolproof powertrain, looks - Feels a bit one-dimensional 

★★★★☆ 

C6) 

11 ' 

'0 

4991 

5- • '0 

’ '00 

2025kg 

287 

4.5 

9.7 

155 


2 

+ d's "^'stpo* ■ ‘ estate- ' - 'teverything 

★★★★☆ 

.» 1 -5; 


4 

.72 

- - - ‘700 

■■3/-0 

865kg 

:^2 

45 

11.6 



■■3 

^ ' 'imate estate car?- Numb steering 

★★★★☆ 

Audi RS7 

190 D 

£84,480 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1920kg 

292 

3.9 


155 

229 

28.8 

+ Stonking performance, great looks - Numb driving experience 


AudiS7 

171 D 

£63,375 

8/3993 

414/5000 

406/1400 

1945kg 

216 

4.6 

- 

155 

225 


+ Looks and drives better than S6 it’s based on - Costs £8000 more 


AudiS8 

164 D 

£80,690 

8/3993 

513/5800 

479/1700 

1975kg 

264 

4.1 

- 

155 


7 

+ Quicker and much more economical than before - But still underwhelming to • ve 

★★★•★☆ 

Audi RSQ3 

206 D 

£45,495 

5/2480 

335/5300 

332/1600 

1655kg 

206 

4.8 

- 

155 

203 

32.1 

f-Surprisinglycharacterfu; better than many RSs-High centre of gravity 

★ ★★★★ 

Bentley Flying Spur V8 

200 D 

£142,800 

8/3997 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2342kg 

217 

4.9 


183 

254 

25.9 

+ Effortless performance with real top-end kick - Determinedly unsporting 

★ ★★★tIY 

Bentley Flying Spur 

185 D 

£153,300 

12/5998 

616/6000 

590/1600 

2400kg 

261 

4.3 

- 

200 

343 

19.0 

+ More power than old Flying Spur Speed - Feels its weight: engine sounds dull 

★★★★☆ 

eyC "T > ''ting ' zeed 

747 ‘ 

‘ '2 

■2/5998 

600/6000 

55 "‘0 

2' kg 

•0 

6 



6 

6 

+ 600bhp inglyfu '-- "iing- diook " t^'re' tgoes 

★★★★☆ 

Bentley Mulsanne 

178 F 

£229,360 

8/6752 

505 4200 

752/1750 

2610kg 

197 

5.1 

- 

184 

342 

19.3 

* Drives iike a modern Bentley should - Shame it doesn't look like one too 

★★★★☆ 

BMW320d(F30) 

168 R 

£2 .475 

4/1995 

181 4000 

280/1750 

1495kg 

123 

7.4 

- 

146 

120 

61.4 

+ Fleet-friendly new Three is economical yet entertaining - It's a tad noisy 

★★★★☆ 

BMW328i (F30) 

165 D 

£30,470 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1430kg 

172 

5.8 

- 

155 

149 

44.8 

New-age four-pot 328i is great all-rounder - We miss the six-cylinder soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

BMW 330dM Sport {F30) 

180 D 

£36,975 

6/2993 

254 4000 

413/2000 

1540kg 

168 

5.6 


155 

129 

5 .6 

Great engine, fine handling, good value - Steering confuses weight with feel 

★★★★★ 

BMW 435i Gran Coupe 

203 D 

£41,865 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1585kg 

194 

5.5 

- 

155 

174 

34.9 

+ Superb straight-six, fine ride/handling balance - 335i saloon weighs and costs less 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(F80) 

207 D 

£56,590 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1520kg 

284 

4.1 

8.6 

155 

204 

32.1 

+ Looks, performance, practicality - On-limit body control: engine lacks character 

★★★★★ 

BMW M3 ’ ) 

7 • 

• 77 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295 00 

605kg 

262 

4.9 

10.7 

-5 


8 

■ ’ ' tasgoo" “ . ■ e-^ocarbon ■ f 

★ ★★★★ 

BMW M3 CRT ' ' 

•*97? 


'361 

444 ■ 

"0 

80kg 

285 

4.4 


180 

295 

- 

f Saloon -'S* weight savings + GTS engin ' 0M3-Just67were ' ade 

★★★★★ 

BMW SiMS'.'Tt ■ 

4R 

'0' 77 

’9 

'800 

2- '300 

5kg 

200 

6 


155 

19 

0 

* Stunning' • ‘ ,c'"oil'’ s- ook‘ '^tsteady 

★★★★☆ 

BMW528i(nO) 

164 D 

£36,570 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1710kg 

144 

6.2 

- 

155 

152 

41.5 

* Four-pot 528 is downsizing near ts best - You’ll miss the straigh - . x sound effects 

★★★★☆ 

BMW535i(nO) 

141 D 

£44,560 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1685kg 

182 

6.1 

- 

155 

185 

34.9 

f New 5-series impresses... - But only with all the chassis options ticked 

★ ★★★☆ 

BMWM5 (F10M) 

165 R 

£73,960 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1870kg 

300 

4.3 

- 

155 

232 

28.5 

+ Twin-turbocharging suits all-new M5 well - Can feel heavy at times 

★★★★★ 

BMWs/5’ uring(E60 

5-* 

• 0 

4999 

5' *" 

- ■ 00 

780kg 

28' 

8 




■ 3 

+ 1 ■ ■ n‘- '“s-- -ssf '- m t 0 ^n pottering 

★★★★★ 

BMWV5(E60 

9R 

'O' 0 

4999 

5 

00 

"55kg 

28 

7 




6 

+ ' ’obeing" 'im" ersaloon-SMGC- ' ' -s ' h 

★★★★★ 

BMWV5(E39) 

noR 

'99-03 

8/4941 

94- 

/3800 

'95kg 

223 

4.9 

11.5 

755 


- 

+ Mas ' ' ngin’" ' ersaloon- ^-e'dbe ' king 

★★★★★ 

BMW^5(E34) 

77 ■ 

6 

6/3795 

00 

2 ' “0 

■ ’ kg 

9 

5.9 

13.6 

755 


- 

+ "‘v ■'.■‘er'*'- ersa ■'s-'‘efamih 'n ometoo 

★★★★★ 

BMWK‘5(E28) 

7- 

'88 

6/345 


4500 

■ 1kg 


2 


757 

- 

- 

+ ■ e ' mingsaloon- derstated ‘s 

★★★★★ 

BMW M6 Gran Coupe 

190 D 

£98,145 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1875kg 

299 

4.2 


155 

232 

28.5 

+ Enormous performance, stylish looks - Price tag looks silly next to rivals, M5 included 

★ ★★★★ 

BMWX5 M50d 

191 D 

£64,020 

6/2993 

376/4000 

546/2000 

2190kg 

155 

5.3 

- 

155 

177 

42.2 

+ Straight-line pace - Driving experience identical to standard X5, despite the M badge 


BMWX6xDrive50i 

118 D 

£63,065 

8/4395 

408/5500 

442/1750 

2190kg 

186 

5.4 

- 

155 

292 

22.6 

+ Stunningly good to drive - Will you want to be seen arriving? 

★★★★☆ 

BMWX6M 

134 D 

£93,070 

8/4395 

547/60 00 

502/1500 

2305kg 

241 

4.7 


171 

325 

-.3 

+ Fast, refined and comfortable - But it definitely lacks the M factor 


BMW750i 

174 D 

£71,575 

8/4395 

449/5500 

480/2000 

2020kg 

226 

4.7 

- 

155 

199 

- 

+ Well specced, impressively refined - Lags far behind the Mercedes S-class 


BrabusBullit 

119 R 

c£330,000 

12/6233 

720/5100 

811/2100 

1850kg 

395 

3.8 

- 

217 

- 


+ Seven hundred and twenty bhp - Three hundred thousand pounds 

★★★★★ 

Cadillac CTS-V 

148 R 

£67,030 

8/6162 

556/6100 

551/3800 

1928kg 

293 

3.9 

- 

191 

365 

18.1 

+ It'll stand out among M-cars and AMGs - But the novelty might wear off 

★★★★☆ 

’ ' *’,.4 

747 - 

3 

199 


'00 

305kg 

159 

6 


744 

- 

■4.4 

+ • “ us-'-' 'ingastras't e 

★★★★★ 

•— jp- •/7 


■ 0 

■ 199 


4500 

220*a 

9 

2 


''3 

- 

- 

+ ' adgoing pAracecar- ' on'tsho ‘ ‘ ’"■epower' '.ut! 

★★★★★ 

on u * • ’ *H'-' • 

2R 

'99-'03 


/7200 

’'8/6700 

306kg 

163 

6.1 

17.4 

'2 


9.4 

. 'e * 'estfr' '* * vers " jH' ' e-Lac* 'f ’ ve 

★★★★★ 

InfinitiQSOS Hybrid 

195 D 

£3 995 

6/3498 

359/6800 

402/5000 

1750kg 

208 

5.1 

- 

155 

144 

45.6 

+ Good powertrain, promising chassis - Lacklustre steering, strong rivals 


Jaguar XF 3 0V6 Diesel S 

145 D 

£46,615 

6/2993 

271 4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

162 

5.9 


155 

159 

47.1 

+ Sweet handling plus diesel economy - But we’d still have the R 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XF Sportbrake 3 0 V6 Diesel S 

177 D 

£- 115 

6/2993 

271 4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

153 

6.1 


155 

163 

46.3 

+ Looks and drives better than the saloon - There's now a Sportbrake R... 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XF 3 0 V6 Supercharged 

178 D 

£48,510 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1695kg 

201 

5.7 


155 

224 

29.4 

+ Fast, comfortable, refined - Bland engine, poor economy compared to diesel V6 

★★★☆☆ 

Jaguar XFR 

181 D 

£65,440 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1800kg 

284 

4.8 

10.2 

155 

270 

24.4 

+ Brilliant blend of pace and refinement - Doesn’t sound as special as it is 

★ ★★★★ 

Jaguar XFR-S 

187 R 

£7 995 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1912kg 

288 

4.4 

- 

186 

270 

24.4 

+ XF gets turned up to 12 - Except for the soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XFR-S Sportbrake 

203 R 

£82,495 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1967kg 

280 

4.6 

- 

186 

297 

22.2 

Looks fantastic, huge performance, nice balance - Not as sharp as the saloon 

★★★★☆ 


WORRIED. 


fer :j 








O '. 1 ■ ■■’ ■ ' ' 
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Showroom Knowledge 



BVMPgg TOP PAiMT PPOTKerOPt 

A happy Skaila castaaiaia say» It all^ 

'Dear Soht, I nctiv^d thm nor bump»r guard for 
my Skoda Yoti Outdoor to<^ and juft vvonf«d fo soy 
thank youl Tho product a incrodibly oary to fit wrHi 
door instructions that Utorally took mo ton minutos. 
Tho look is amasing and portoct for my hrgo dog 
to jump in and out of tho bock without any worry 
of paint damago. I wW dofinitoly rocommortd your 
product and continue to fit there guards to every 
car I own.* 

Me DJ • Ske4e IM {Febmory 30IS; 


For all ether mokes and models visit: www.reorguards.co.uk Tel: 01S25 S53888 Email: soles®romouldlngs.eom 




WIN 316 HORSES 
WITH A MOUSE 


WIN YOUR DREAM CAR 
FREE £5 WHEN YOU SIGN UP 
GUARANTEED WINNER EVERY WEEK 


^ winner 


ENTER NOW AT BOTB.COM 


STEVE PUUEN 

ASTON MARTIN VS VANIAOE 

«1I0KCA$H 


SPENCER MILL 

JAGUAR MYPC V*$ 


15\ BOTB.COM 


Tal: -^44 (0)20 7371 8866 
Email; lnfoOt>otb.com 


162 www.avo.co.uk 




Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 


Saloons / Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

bhp/rpm 

ib tt/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Maxmph 

c 

o 

o 

EC mpg 

6VO rating 


Jaguar XJ 3 0V6 Diesel 

148 D 

£56,870 

6/2993 

271/4000 

442/2000 

1700kg 

162 

6.0 


155 

167 

46.3 

' A great Jaguar - But not as great as the XJR... 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XJR 

191 D 

£92,395 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1805kg 

302 

4.4 

- 

174 

270 

24.4 

* Hot-rod vibe, fine cabin - Opinion-dividing looks 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar X JR 


9 

8/4196 

400/6100 

8/3500 



0 




0 

+ Genuine 7-series rival- 007 facelift didn't help middle-aged image 

★★★★☆ 

Land Rover Discovery Sport 

205 D 

£32,395 

4/2179 

187/3500 

310/1750 

1863kg 

100 

9.8 


117 

159 

46.3 

* Style, packaging, refinement - Will need to prove Sport tag in UK 

★★★★☆ 



7-12 

8/4969 

417/6600 

372/5200 

1714kg 

247 

4.7 

10.9 


'0 

24.4 

+ ■ • ■ :ygood Lexus - The M3's available as a (secondhand) four-door too 

★★★★★ 


"OR 

'91-93 

6/3615 

377/5200 

419/4200 

1658kg 

231 

18 

10.6 



'■0 

+ The Millennium Falcon of saloon cars- • y drive a work-out 

★★★★★ 

MaseratiGhibli 

186 D 

£52,615 

611919 

325/5000 

406/1750 

1810kg 

182 

5.6 

- 

163 

223 

29.4 

* Bursting with character; good value compared to Quattroporte - It's still a big car 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati Ghibli S 

198 D 

£63,760 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/4500 

1810kg 

227 

5.0 


177 

242 

27.2 

Stands out from the crowd: sounds good too - Chassis lacks finesse, engine lacks reach ★★★★☆ 

Maserati Quattroporte S 

184 D 

£80,115 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/1750 

1860kg 

221 

5.1 

- 

177 

242 

27.2 

+ Tempting alternative to V8 - Feel-free steering, secondary ride lacks decorum 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati Quattroporte GTS 

179 D 

£108,185 

8/3798 

523/6800 

479/2250 

1900kg 

280 

4.7 

- 

190 

274 

23.9 

•h Performance, sense of occasion - Lacks the charisma and edge of its predecessor 

★★★★☆ 



. 8-72 

8/4691 

425/7000 

’0 

kg 

216 

5.1 

12.1 



0 

A QP with the bhp it deserves - Grille is a bit Hannibal Lecter 

★★★★■★ 



8-12 

8/4691 

433/7000 

''0 







0 

+ ' " ' dish supersaloon- y wooden brakes, unforgiving ride 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati Quattroporte 


- 8 

8/4244 

394/7000 

333/4500 


.7 

5.1 


171 


17.9 

• 'inamics- Don't use auto mode 

★★★★★ 

A’ ; ' ■ - > • . - 


' 8 

8/4244 

396/7000 

'0 


8 

5.5 


167 


- 

* Best Quattroporte chassis so far - More power wouldn't go amiss 

★★★★★ 

V ' 'z' 




’0 

177/5500 

kg 

147 

7.2 


142 


24.4 

M-B 's M3 alternative -Not as nimble as the Beemer 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz CLA45 AMG 

186 D 

£42,270 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1510kg 

239 

4.6 


155 

161 

31.0 

+ Strong performance, classy cabin - Pricey compared to A45 AMG hatchback 


Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 

205 R 

£44,595 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1510kg 

239 

4.8 


155 

175 

37.7 

+ An aggressive and focused sports crossover - Low on driver interaction 

★★★★☆ 

v » z. — 



8 

451/6800 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

9.7 

0 

‘0 

23.5 

+ M' ■ 'y engaging -Same-era M3 is just a little better... 

★★★★★ 

V • ' ■ 'zCSSAMG 




■ :o 

376/4000 

1635kg 

228 

5.2 


155 


23.7 

' -y* " y discreet- .. «*- 'yM3andRS4 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

187 D 

£74,115 

8/5461 

549/5500 

531/1750 

1770kg 

315 

4.2 

- 

155 

230 

28.8 

+ Power, response and accuracy in spades - A little lacking in originality 

★★★★★■ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG S Estate 

203 R 

£85,900 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/2000 

1880kg 

312 

4.2 

- 

155 

234 

28.8 

+ Effortless power: intuitive and approachable - Dim-witted auto 'box 

★★★★★ 

■r i ■ 'Z' 




'0 

'0 






0 

28.8 

+ Turbo engine doesn't dilute E63 experience - Sometimes struggles for traction... 

★★★★★• 

V ■. 'z'- 



8 

518/6800 

465/5200 

1765kg 

298 

4.5 


755 

295 

22.4 

+ As below, but with an extra libhp and squarer headlights - Steering still vague 

★★★★☆ 

' ■ • -ZE63AMG 




7/6800 

465/5200 

1765kg 

292 

4.5 


155 


19.8 

* Brilliant engine, indulgent chassis - Vague steering, speed limits 

★★★★☆ 

' 'ZE55AMG 


6 

8/5439 

476/6100 

'0 

kg 

271 

4.8 

10.2 

155 


21.9 

T M5-humblinggrunt. cosseting ride - Speed limits 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG L 

191 D 

£119,835 

8/5461 

577/5500 

664/2250 

1995kg 

294 

4.4 

- 

155 

237 

27.9 

+ Monster pace - Average steering feel 

★★★★☆ 

V ' -z' -V 


-'13 

8/5461 

536/5500 

V2000 

kg 

267 

4.5 


755 

244 

26.9 

+ " y reduced emissions -Massive car 

★★★★★ 

V -zSeSAMG 



0 

'0 

737/2000 

2185kg 

281 

4.4 


755 

334 

19.8 

+ God’s own supersaloon - y price and thirst 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz CLS63 AMG S 

199 D 

£86,500 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/1750 

1795kg 

327 

4.1 

- 

155 

231 

28.5 

+ Remains quick and characterful - Dated gearbox, no four-wheel drive option in the UK 

★★★★☆ 

★★★★☆ 

4 ' -z. 




'0 

516/1700 

1795kg 

293 

4.2 

- 

755 

231 

28.5 

+ Monster performance, 549bhp an option-'' '■ "y or Aston 

V •' •"ZCLS63AMG 




• 7/6100 

'0 


'0 

4.5 


155 

345 

19.5 

■> ■ T , comfort, awesome performance - M5 has the edge on B-roads 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz ML63 AMG 

176 R 

£86,920 

8/5461 

518/5250 

516/1750 

2270kg 

232 

4.7 

- 

155 

276 

23.9 

+ Great engine, surprisingly good dynamics - £85K buys a Boxster and an ML350... 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG 

172 D 

£124,000 

8/5461 

537/5500 

560/2000 

2475kg 

220 

5.4 


130 

322 

- 

+ It exists: epic soundtrack - Ancient chassis, silly price 

★★★☆☆ 

MitsubishiEvoXFQ-300' ’ 




/6500 

00/3500 

kg 

185 

5.2 

13.9 

755 

256 

26.2 

+ Evo gets twin-clutch transmission - Not as exciting as it used to be 

★★★★■☆ 

\ ‘ '0 


8-13 

4/1998 

354/6500 

363/3500 

kg 

231 

4.1 


755 

328 

19.9 

‘ • y rapid new Evo -A five-speed gearbox?! 

★★★★☆ 

V- ' ■ 0 ' 


8-12 

4/1998 

324/6500 

322/3500 


7 

4.4 

- 

155 

256 

- 

b Great engine and gearbox combo - It still lives in the shadow of the Evo IX 

★★★★☆ 

Mitsubishi Evo XFQ-400 


0 


3/6500 

387/3500 

kg 

262 

3.8 

- 

155 

328 

- 

+ ~ . w ' ' ’ y Evo ever... -...about X grand too much when new 

★★★•★☆ 

Mitsubishi Evo IX FQ-340 

O' - ' 

7 

4/1997 

345/6800 

321/4600 


'0 

4.3 

10.9 

157 

- 

- 

+ Gives Porsche drivers nightmares - Points. Lots of 

★★★★★ 

K • »v •, '0 


7 

4/1997 

366/6887 

363/3200 

■ 00kg 

266 

3.9 


157 

- 

- 

+ Well-executed engine upgrades - Prison food 

★★★★★ 

Mitsubishi Evo VIII 


4 

4/1997 

276/6500 

289/3500 

kg 

199 

5.1 


157 

- 

- 

+ The Evo grows up- Brakes need beefing up 

★★★★★ 

Mitsubishi Evo VIIIMRFQ-300 

0 ■ ■ 



5/6800 

289/3500 

■ 00 *v 






.5 

+ Extra pace, extra attitude- ■ '-y 

★★★★★ 

Mitsubishi Evo VII 


■ 3 

4/1997 

276/6500 

282/3500 


6 

5.0 

13.0 

■ 0 


.4 

+ Terrific all-rounder- You tell us 

★★★★★ 

Mitsubishi Evo VII RS Sprint 




/6500 

327/6200 





0 

- 

- 

-y focused road weapon- ' ycommitted 

★★★★★ 

Mitsubishi Evo VI Makinen Edition 

200 R 

' 1 

4/1997 

276/6500 

■ '-0 

■'* 




'0 

- 

- 

+ OurfavouriteEvo- Subtleitisnot 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Panamera4S 

186 D 

£86,080 

6/2997 

414/6000 

383/1750 

1870kg 

225 

4.8 


177 

208 

31.7 

> Strong performance and typically fine Porsche chassis - Misses characterful V8 of old ‘S’ 

★★★•★☆ 

Porsche PanameraGTS 

206 D 

£93,391 

8/4806 

434/6700 

383/3500 

1925kg 

229 

4.4 


178 

249 

26.4 

+ Vivacious V8 - Standard-fit electronic damping neuters the driving experience 

★★★★☆ 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 

137 R 

£108,006 

8/4806 

493/6000 

516/2250 

1970kg 

254 

3.6 

8.9 

188 

270 

24.6 

+ Fast, refined and dynamically sound - It still leaves us cold 

★★★★☆ 




6 

542/6000 

'0 





0 

'0 

24.6 

+ Pace, excellent ergonomics - Steering feel, ride 

★★★★☆ 

Porsche Macan S 

205 R 

£43,648 

6/2997 

335/5500 

339/1450 

1865kg 

183 

5.4 


157 

204 

31.4 

b No less compelling than the Turbo - Although lacks its ultimate speed and agility 

★★★★☆ 

Porsche Macan Turbo 

207 D 

£59,648 

6/3604 

394/6000 

406/1350 

1925kg 

208 

4.5 

11.1 

165 

208 

30.7 

b Doesn't feel like an SUV - Still not a match for a proper sports saloon 

★★★★★■ 

Porsche Cayenne GTS (Mk2) 

173 D 

£72,523 

8/4806 

414/6500 

380/3500 

2085kg 

202 

5.6 

- 

162 

251 

26.4 

■b Dynamically the best SUV on sale - At two tons, it’s still no sports car 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo (Mk2) 

202 D 

£92,628 

8/4806 

513/6000 

533/2250 

2185kg 

239 

4.5 

- 

173 

261 

25.2 

■b Remarkable performance, handling, completeness - Bigger, heavier, pricier than Macan 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayenne Turbos (Mk2) 

184 D 

£107,784 

8/4806 

542/6000 

553/2250 

2215kg 

249 

4.5 

- 

175 

270 

24.6 

b Near-identical power and torque to a Zonda C12S - In an SUV 

★★★★☆ 

Range Rover Evoque Coupe Si4 

160 D 

£46,660 

4/1999 

237/6000 

251/1900 

1670kg 

144 

7.0 

- 

135 

199 

- 

•b Striking looks, sporting dynamics - Hefty price, and petrol version is auto-only 

★★★★☆ 

Range Rover Sport V8 Supercharged 

186 D 

£93,450 

8/4999 

503/6000 

460/2500 

2335kg 

219 

5.0 

- 

155 

298 

22.1 

•b Deceptively quick and capable sports SUV - It’s still got a weight problem 

★★★★☆ 

Range Rover SDV8 

180 D 

£80,850 

8/4367 

334/3500 

516/1750 

2360kg 

144 

6.5 

- 

140 

229 

32.5 

■b Lighter, more capable, even more luxurious - Diesel V6 model feels more alert 

★★★★☆ 

Rolls-Royce Ghost 

186 D 

£216,864 

12/6592 

563/5250 

575/1500 

2360kg 

242 

4.7 

- 

155 

317 

20.8 

+ It’s quicker than you think - It's more enjoyable driven slowly 

★★★★☆ 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

054 R 

£310,200 

12/6749 

453/5350 

531/3500 

2560kg 

180 

5.7 

- 

149 

377 

18.0 

+ Rolls reinvented for the 21st Century - The roads are barely big enough 

★★★★☆ 

Subaru WRXSTI 

201 R 

£28,995 

4/2457 

296/6000 

300/4000 

1534kg 

196 

5.2 

- 

159 

242 

27.2 

+ Fast Subaru saloon returns (again) - Without a power increase 

★★★★☆ 

* » * 


-'13 

4/2457 

296/6000 

/4000 

■ Skg 

200 

5.7 


158 

243 

26.9 

Fast Subaru saloon returns -Without the blue paint and gold wheels 

★★★★★ 



'7 

4/2457 

266/5700 

. /3000 

■■ kg 

192 

5.2 


143 

- 

- 

b ■' »■* ' V’ 'a- End of an era 

★★★★★ 

•- ‘aSTI 

0- 

' 7 

4/2457 

276/6000 

289/4000 

1495kg 

188 

5.3 


158 

- 

25.9 

■b Stunning to drive - Not so stunning to look at 

★★★★☆ 

* : ' 'aSTISpecC* 




■ 0 

311/3500 


-0 

4.3 


157 

- 

- 

+ Lighter, faster, fiercer- The need for self-restraint 

★★★★★ 

.* ■ 0 


7 

4/2457 

316/6000 

"0 

1495kg 

215 

4.8 


155 

- 

- 

+ ■" *■ ■ ■ ting legend -Too hardcore for some? 

★★★★★ 

-aWRXSTIPPP 


5 

4/1994 

300/6000 

299/4000 

■ •.' 

7 

5.2 

12.9 

148 


- 

+ A Subaru with real edge- ' '•yinthewet 

★★★★★ 

'peRASpecC* 


5 

4/1994 

335/7000 

''0 

kg 

247 

4.3 

11.1 

0 


- 

+ r ‘ 'asincethePl- - ■ ■ ~ yy fiat-four voice 

★★★★★ 

■ ^“aTurbo 

HR 

'98-'00 

4/1994 

215/5600 

214/4000 

1235kg 

177 

5.4 

14.6 

144 


27.2 

+ j ' ■ - ‘y 

★★★★★ 

'• ■ •aPl 

200 R 

' 7 

4/1994 

276/6500 

/4000 

1283kg 

219 

4.9 

13.3 

'0 


”0 

+ ;•*'“ 'a- Prices reflect this 

★★★★★ 

'■ ’ .•aRB5(PPP) 

I87R 

'99 

4/1994 

237/6000 

258/3500 

1235kg 

195 

5.0 

14.1 

143 


- 

+ Perfect blend of poise and power- Limited numbers 

★★★★★ 

'■ ■•a22B 

188 R 

'98-'99 

4/2212 

276/6000 

265/3200 


'0 

5.0 

13.1 

'0 


- 

+ a- Doesn't come cheap 

★★★★★ 

Tesla Model S Performance 

196 R 

£74,135 

310kW 

416 

442/0 

2100kg 

201 

4.2 


130 

0 

n/a 

■b Intoxicating performance, soothing refinement - Generic styling, charging limitations 

★★★★★ 

Vauxhall Insignia VXR SuperSport 

189 D 

£29,824 

6/2792 

321/5250 

321/5250 

1825kg 

179 

5.6 


170 

249 

26.6 

+ A 170mph Vauxhall - Should be a more engaging steer 

★★★•★☆ 



9 

6/2792 

276/5500 

262/1800 

kg 

177 

6.1 


161 

- 

27.4 

<- Great engine, effortless pace, good value-'- ' »' yride 

★★★★☆ 

Vauxhall VXR8 GTS 

187 D 

£54,499 

8/6162 

576/6150 

545/3850 

1834kg 

311 

4.2 

- 

155 

363 

18.5 

b Brawn, pace, character - Frustrating chassis settings; it's nearly C63 money 

★★★★☆ 

, * 

■OR 

11-'13 

8/6162 

425/6000 

• 6/4600 






0 

.9 

+ ■ yj ■ ■ ■ . • S y V - - - y 

★★★★☆ 

1'- • r •’ 


9 

8/6162 

564/6000 

527/4000 


7 

4.6 

10.7 

755 

- 

- 

■b A tauter VXR8. Bonkers pace, brilliant noise - Gearchange still rubbish 

★★★★★ 

Volvo V60 Polestar 

197 D 

£49,775 

6/2953 

345/5250 

369/3000 

1759kg 

199 

5.0 

- 

155 

237 

27.7 

•b First Volvo to get afull Polestar makeover - Still a close relative of the standard V60 

★★★★☆■ 



Lexus IS P 


y—tt. 

Twqua 

0-60mph 4.7sec Top speed 173mph 



WHY WOULD YOU? 

Because it's got 417bhp and rear-wheel drive, and 
it combines all the performance of an M3 or RS4 
with the build quality and engineering integrity 
that have become Lexus bywords. It’s rare, too, 
with only around 230 having been sold in the UK. 
WHAT TO PAY 

High-mileage cars tend to be in the £21-25k 
bracket; late low-milers will be £30k-plus. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

The engine is exceptionally reliable, so just check 
it's been serviced on schedule and with the 
correct oil. The Brembo cross-drilled brakes cost 
around two grand to replace a full set, so check 
their condition. Examine the wheels for damage 
- replacements are £1400 each. Headlights are 
prone to misting. Check the seat for rocking on its 
runners and worn leather. (Full guide, evo 203.) 


www.evo.co.uk 163 




Showroom Knowledge 



TCHFIELD 

-I E N A L I N E ^ E N G i N E E ft E D 


litchfieldmotors.com 



The ultimate 

car and 1!^ Ss 

centre . ^ 


sales@ippcgb.com www.ppcgb.com acebook.com/PPCGB 


ALLOY WHEELS & TYRES 
SPORTS EXHAUST 
PERFORMANCE BRAKES 
TUNING 8f REMAPS 
BODY STYLING 
LED LIGHTS AND LAMPS 
INDUCTION KITS 
SUSPENSION UPGRADES 

SERVICING & DIAGNOSTICS 
M.O.T. 


* 6*0% pe.rf oryytaidCA 

A X: Z ^ fl*«y 


PRESTIGE 

PERFORMANCE 

Essex 0845 1630 130 Crawley 0845 5644 576 Scotland 0845 8694 982 Newcastle 0845 4212 960 CENTRE 
Milton Keynes 0845 2876 678 -Southampton 0845 322 8769 Eastbourne 0845 1633 722 GB« 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 



1 Our Choice 

Audi R8 Spyder. The Spyder boasts supercar looks. 



If#* 

every day. The V8 has a sweet engine and great dynamics, 
but if money's no object, we'd be seriously tempted by the 



equally brilliant VIC. 



Best of the Rest 

The Mk3 Porsche Boxster S is a brilliant all-rounder, while the 
Lotus Exige S Roadster counters with a more focused driving 
experience. Jaguar's F-type also impresses in both S (left) and 
V8 S forms. Mazda's MX-5 is best for budget rear-drive fun, but 
for the ultimate thrills, get a Caterham 620R or Ariel Atom. 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 


& 

e >. 

m u 


A 

1 


o 

o 

S 

s 

o 

o 

u 

m 

6VO rating 






■ "000 

''0 

1675l<g 

273 

4.5 

- 

181 


- 

+ r 'y ‘ * ■ * ^'y hit it off -Boot is useless for touring 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5 Supercharged 

180 D 

£38,000 

4/1998 

310/8400 

169/7200 

550kg 

573 

2.7 


155 



1 As mad as ever -Rain 

★ ★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5R 

198 R 

£64,800 

4/1998 

350/8400 

243/6100 

550kg 

647 

2.6 

- 

155 


- 

+ Remarkable balance, poise and pace - Pricey 

★★★★★ 



8-12 

4/1998 

245/8200 

155/5200 





'0 


0 

+ TheAtomjustgotalittlebitbetter- >... 

★★★★★ 



9-'12 

4/1998 

300/8200 

162/7200 

kg 

554 

3.3 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ It's brilliant - It's mental 

★ ★★★★ 





/8300 

188/6000 





'0 

- 

- 

•f Perfect engine for the Atom's chassis - ’y ten *> ere made 

★ ★★★★ 

Ariel Atom V8500 


-12 

8/3000 

-00 

^ ‘ '0 

kg 

877 

10 

S8 

■’0 

- 

- 

+/■ " -thing else on Planet Car-. KforanAtom 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 

130 R 

£89,994 

8/4735 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1710kg 

250 

4.7 


180 

328 

20.4 

+ Sportiest, coolest drop-top Aston in years - Starting to feel its age 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S Roadster 

161 R 

£108,995 

8/4735 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1690kg 

258 

4.6 

- 

189 

299 

21.9 

+ Sounds amazing, looks even better - Still not the best drop-top in its class 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S Roadster 

202 D 

£147,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1745kg 

329 

4,1 

- 

201 

343 

19.2 

A brilliant two-seat roadster... - ...let down by a frustrating gearbox 

★ ★★★★ 





■ /6500 

'0 





'■0 

- 

- 

+ As good as the coupe. *ith amplified V12 rumble -Just a smidgen shakier 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB9 Volante 

150 D 

£141,995 

12/5935 

470/6000 

443/5000 

1815kg 

263 

4.6 

- 

190 

368 

18.2 

+ Consummate cruiser and capable when pushed - Roof-up wind noise 

★★★★★ 





/6500 

‘0 

kg 

286 

4.3 

- 

191 

388 

17.3 

' >cellence-lt'sabitofahea\/yweight 

★★★★☆ 

G3 Audi TTS Roadster 

207 D 

£41,085 

4/1984 

306/5800 

280/1800 

1450kg 

214 

5.2 


155 

169 

38.7 

+ A serious proposition, ranking close behind a Boxster S - Coupe still looks better 

★★★★☆ 



8-14 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/2500 

1455kg 

187 

5.6 

- 

755 

189 

34.9 

-y quick - Long-term appeal open to question 

★★★★☆ 

Audi S5 Cabriolet 



'0 

335/5400 

332/1600 







0 

+ errific engine... - ...is the best thing about it 

★★★★☆ 

BOD 

£46,770 

6/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1875kg 

178 

5.6 

- 

155 

199 

33.2 

* Gets the S4's trick supercharged engine - Bordering on dull 

★★★★☆ 

Audi RS5 Cabriolet 

179 D 

£69,505 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1920kg 

235 

4.9 

- 

155 

249 

26.4 

+ Pace, looks, interior, naturally aspirated V8 - Not the last word in fun or involvement 

★★★★☆ 

Audi RS4 Cabriolet 


8 

8/4163 

414/7800 

317/5500 

1845kg 

228 

4.9 

- 

755 

- 

- 

F Thatengine-Wibble 0 obble,*ibble»‘: yonaplate 

★★★☆☆ 

AudiR8V8 Spyder 

186 D 

£102,385 

8/4163 

424/7900 

317/6000 

1660kg 

259 

4.8 


187 

337 

19.6 

F More delicate and subtle than the VIO - The VIO sounds even better 

★★★★★ 

Audi R8V10 Spyder 

185 R 

£123,485 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1720kg 

306 

4.1 

- 

194 

349 

19.0 

F Sensational for the money - Not quite a rival for the 458 and 12C Spiders 

★ ★★★★ 

BAC Mono 

189 R 

£124,255 

Alim 

280/7700 

206/6000 

540kg 

527 

2.8 

- 

170 



■F The most single-minded track car available - That means no passengers... 

★★★★★ 

Bentiey Continental GT V8 Convertible 

168 R 

£150,200 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2395kg 

212 

4.7 

- 

187 

254 

25.9 

+ One of the world’s best topless GTs - Still no sports car 

★★★★☆ 

Bentley Continental GT V8 S Convertible 

194 D 

£160,500 

8/3993 

521/6000 

502/1700 

2395kg 

221 

4.5 


191 

258 

25.4 

+ A true drivers’ Bentley - Excessively heavy: feels like it could give more 

★ ★★★■★ 

Bentley Conti GT Speed Convertible 

187 D 

£181,000 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2420kg 

263 

4.1 


203 

347 

19.0 

+ Effortless performance, style - Running costs a tad on the high side 

'kirk'k'k 

y 


-12 

12/5998 

621/6000 

/2000 





'.2 

388 

17.3 

+ Fast, capable and refined - Coupe does the Supersports thing better 

irirk'k'k 

C9 BMW M235i Convertible 

207 D 

£37,710 

612979 

321/5800 

332/1300 

1600kg 

204 

5.2 

- 

155 

199 

33.2 

+ Neat styling; great drivetrain - Loss of dynamic ability compared with coupe 

irk-kirir 

BMW Z4 sDrive 351 M Sport (Mk2) 

186 D 

£43,005 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

1505kg 

204 

5.2 

- 

155 

219 

30.1 

+ Looks, hard-top versatility, drivetrain - Clumsy chassis is upset by ragged surfaces 

★★★★☆ 

BMW'^ si(Mkl) 


■9 

6/2996 

265/6600 

..Q 


5 

5.7 

- 

755 

- 

32.9 

+ 7 ' * : .X- ■ • ' = - jtfulasme'diike 

★★★★☆ 

BMW Z4M Roadster 


9 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/4900 

kg 

244 

4.8 

- 

755 

- 

23.3 

+ ( 'hilarating and characterful, that engine -Stiff suspension 

★★★★★ 

BMWMRoadster 

00' 

.2 

6/3246 

325/7400 

258/4900 


• 0 

5.3 

- 

755 

- 

25.4 

+ 1 1 w - ^ylooks-^ •esbetter 

★★★★☆ 

BMW 435i Convertible 

194 D 

£45,680 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1740kg 

176 

5.6 


155 

190 

34.8 

+ Impressive chassis, smart looks, neat roof - Extra weight, not as composed as coupe 

irkk'k'k 

BMW M4 Convertible (F83) 

202 D 

£61,145 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1750kg 

247 

4.6 

. 

155 

213 

31.0 

+ As good as fast four-seat drop-tops get... - ...but still not as good as a coupe or saloon 

irkk'k'k 

BMWs ' ‘ ■ 


8-13 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

kg 

232 

5.3 

- 

755 

297 

22.2 

+ MDCT transmission, pace, slick roof - ' * tra * eight blunts the edge 

★★★★☆ 

BMWs >ertible(E46) 


6 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 


7 

5.3 

- 

755 


23.3 

+ That engine - Gets the * obbles on British B-roads 

★★★★☆ 

BMWZ8 

■26R 

’ ■ 3 

8/4941 

400/6600 

369/3800 

1585kg 

256 

18 

Ill 

755 


14.4 

+ ^ *eredsuper-sportster- - ‘ -e 

★★★☆☆ 

Caterham Sevenl60 

198 R 

£19,330 

4/660 

80/7000 

79/3400 

490kg 

166 

6,5 

- 

100 

- 


+ The fabulous Seven formula at its most basic - Gets pricey with options 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Roadsport 125 

105 R 

£23,330 

4/1595 

125/6100 

120/5350 

539kg 

235 

5.9 

- 

112 

- 

- 

•F New Ford-engined model is just great - Bigger drivers need SV model 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Supersport 

165 R 

£24,830 

4/1595 

140/6900 

120/5790 

520kg 

273 

4,9 


120 

- 


+ One of the best Caterhams is less than £20K... - ...if you build it yourself 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Supersport R 

180 D 

£28,330 

4/1999 

180/7300 

143/6100 

535kg 

342 

4.8 


130 

- 


+ The best road-and-track Seven yet - Impractical, noisy, uncomfortable 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Superlight R400 

105 R 

£36,330 

4/1999 

210/7800 

152/5750 

525kg 

406 

3.8 


140 

- 

- 

+ R400 reborn with (lots of) Ford power - Slightly hesitant low-rev pick-up 

★★★★☆ 

Caterham Seven Superlight R500 

123 R 

£43,055 

4/1999 

263/8500 

177/7200 

506kg 

528 

2.9 


150 

- 

- 

+ Better power-to-weight ratio than a Veyron - Until you add the driver 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven CSR 260 Superlight 

094 R 

£45,330 

4/2261 

256/7500 

200/6200 

565kg 

460 

3.8 


155 

- 

- 

+ Brilliant for high days, holidays andtrackdays - Wet Wednesdays 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven 620R 

187 R 

£50,555 

4/1999 

311/7700 

219/7350 

545kg 

580 

2.8 


155 

- 

- 

+ Banzai on track, yet still relevant on the road - £50k for a Seven? 

★★★★★ 

'en Superlight R300 

•0 = 

9-12 

4/1999 

175/7000 

139/6000 





••0 

- 

- 

+ ■ y all the Caterham *ou need-' '"renotcheap 

★★★★★ 



'0 


■ ■ ‘0000 

00/8500 


'74 

4« 

$2 

'0 


. 


★★★★★ 















• en R300 

0 


- 

'000 

■ /5000 

'00»f. 




.0 


- 

* Our 200 ■ ’ y Car of the Year- Not for » imps 

★★★★★ 

• enR400 

0 ‘ 

'6 

4/1796 

200/7500 

‘ 





'sO 


- 

+ Race-car*ithanumberplate-Yourmissustir ■ e^ou 

★★★★★ 

' en R500 

00' 



- /8600 

155/7200 


0 

J.6 

is 

146 


- 

+ -enatits y best- No cup holders 

'kirk'kk 

• en R500 olution 




/8000 

/4000 

kg 

552 

}.9 


'0 

- 

- 

* Madder than Mad Jack McMad- Er, it'sabitmad 

'kirk'k'k 

Donkervoort D8 GTO Performance 

185 R 

£12 000 

5/2480 

375/5500 

350/1750 

695kg 

548 

2.8 

- 

168 



+ There's nothing else like it - Pricey for a car with afive-cyiinder engine 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari California T 

198 D 

£154,490 

8/3855 

552/7500 

557/4750 

1729kg 

324 

3.6 

- 

196 

250 

26.9 

+ Turbocharged engine is a triumph - Still places daily useability above outright thrills 

★★★★★ 





■ ^0 

372/5000 

1735kg 

283 

3.8 

- 

193 

299 

- 

+ >■- ^isedK'” ■ ^ ‘ 'inamics-Y.e'dstill take a 458 Spider 

-kirk'k'k 

Honda S2000 


9 

4/1997 

237/8300 

153/7500 





'0 

- 

28.2 

“ c y roadster - ' '' *ster's better 

iHrkir'k 

Jaguar F-type Convertible 

186 R 

£56,735 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1587kg 

214 

5.5 


161 

234 

28.8 

■F Beautiful, enjoyable, responsive - Noticeably junior to the V6 S 

irkirirk 

Jaguar F-type S Convertible 

183 R 

£65,735 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1604kg 

238 

5.3 


171 

234 

28.8 

■F Better-damped and more rounded than the V8 S - A Boxster S is £20k cheaper 

★★★★★ 

‘ ertible 

183 R 

13-14 

8/5000 

488/6500 

461/2500 

1665kg 

298 

4.3 

- 

186 

259 

25.5 

ft Wilder than theV6S- " - uberant for some 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XK 5.0 Convertible 


£60,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1621kg 

238 

5.3 


155 

264 

25.2 

F Basic XK gets extra power... - ...but loses some of its GT refinement 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XKR Convertible 

BOR 

£75,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1725kg 

296 

4.6 


155 

292 

23.0 

+ Gains Jag's fantastic new V8 - Loses sporting ground to its main foes 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XKR-S Convertible 

167 R 

£104,490 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1725kg 

319 

4.2 

- 

186 

292 

23.0 

■F Loud and mad; most exciting Jag in years - It’s also the most expensive in years 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XK 


9 

8/4196 

294/6000 

‘3/4100 







' 0 

+ .•• y bit as good as the XK coupe- . * 'yjustenough 

★★★★★ 





■0 

413/4000 



0 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ First Jag sports car for * ears - * - ■ • rought detailing 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XKR 

00 ' 



' '0 

387/3600 

kg 

215 

X4 

0 8 

755 

- 

15.6 

* Hurricane-in-the-hair motoring- - ‘ '^erywhere 

★★★★☆ 

KTMX-BowGT 

183 D 

£95,880 

4/1984 

281/6400 

310/3200 

875kg 

326 

4.1 


144 

189 

34.0 

* Extraordinary ability, now in amore road-friendly package - Price 

★★★★★ 

KTMX-BowR 

165 R 

£87,480 

4/1984 

296/5500 

295/3300 

818kg 

368 

3.6 

- 

144 



+ Sharper handling, more power - Pity it’s not even lighter, and cheaper 

★ ★★★☆ 

- • w 


8-12 

4/1984 

237/5500 

229/2000 

818kg 

294 

3.8 

- 

137 

- 

- 

+ ^ ’ 'yfeei- '-ier and pricier than ’ou'd hope 

★★★★☆ 

Lotus Elisel.6 

144 D 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

876kg 

155 

6.0 

- 

127 

149 

45.0 

' Newl.6 Elise is light anrffantastic - Smaller engine could put some off 

★★★★★ 


PAST 

master 


The DB7 Vantetge was 
the first Aston to be fitted 
with a V12 engine. David 
Vivian was impressed 


Aston Martin DB 7 Vantage Issue 010, August 1 999 


'There's something about the V12/GT combination that 
feels and sounds ineffably right. Especially when the 
accompanying statistics are so... well... BIG: 6.0 litres, 
420bhp, 4001b ft of torque and a TOOOrpm rev limit. 

‘From a standing start it will bonfire the fat Bridgestone 
rubber until smoke obscures the sun. But cool the revs. 


flick in the traction control, and it decks all 4001b ft with 
real panache and efficiency. The engine note, previously 
restrained, swells and hardens to a hollow, slightly metallic 
yowl, the back of the car squats and squirms as the torque 
charge thuds into the road and the 52mph first gear is history 
in a couple of heartbeats. Pump-action acceleration.' 
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Protect yourself from the Asteriod Belt 

Generation 2 Self Healing Protection has Arrived. 

Having brought the first Generation of Self Healing Film to the 
UK two years ago, our Technicians have added the latest 
Second Generation self healing Protective technology to "our 
Inventory. 

In your intergalactic travels protecting yourself from those 
micro meteor impacts has never been more important. We all 
know respraying your ship in some far off location is a bit of a 
pain, much better to not have to. Best of all though wear and 
tear from scratches picked up in your travels is very 
disconcerting to the Locals; abductions go much easier when 
you have.a scratch free shiny ship when visiting Earth> 


stone chip protection 


combat swiri marks 
seif-heaiing technoiogies 
protect from - 


stone chips 
swirl marks 
bird lime 

brake fluid & oil resistant 


concours winning finish 
best in ciass for durabiiity 


For the best paint protection in the Galaxy drop in to planet ■ B 01733 390777 

earth and contact our specialists on 01733 390777, or fire up H 

the Intergalactic net and warp to www.paintshield.co.uk and ■ 0 01733 390778 

they will.get you protected and on your way in next to no time H 

(theory of relativity applies). I’S info@paintshielcl.co.uk 

www.paintshield.co.uk 



Paintshield Ltd ■ Unit 4 ■ Morley Court ■ Morley Way ■ Peterborough ■ Cambridgeshire • PE2 7BW 
t: 01733 390777 ■ f: 01733 390778 ■ web; www.paintshield.co.uk ■ e: info@paintshield.co.uk 




Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 

e 

e 

01 

3 

i0 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

bhp/rpm 

ib tt/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

0-100mpii 

Maxmph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

6VO rating 


Lotus Elise 1.6 Club Racer 

183 R 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

852kg 

160 

6.0 


127 

149 

45.0 

>- Even lighter, even more focused - A touch pricey for a stripped-out Elise 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise S 

172 R 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

924kg 

239 

4.2 


145 

175 

37.5 

+ New supercharged Elise boasts epic grip and pace - £37K before (pricey) options... 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise S Club Racer 

189 D 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

905kg 

244 

4.2 


145 

175 

37.5 

+ Purist approach intensifies ability - Lightest, option-free spec requires commitment 

★★★★★ 

G3 Lotus Elise S Cup 

207 D 

£43,500 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

932kg 

237 

4.2 


140 

175 

37.5 

•t- Rewards precision like no other Elise - You can't remove the roof 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige S Roadster 

186 R 

£55,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1166kg 

301 

3.8 


145 

235 

28 0 

Like the hard-top Exige S, but more road-friendly - Boxster S is a better all-rounder 

★ ★★★★ 

Lotus Elise R 

8R 



00 

■’00 

• kg 

223 

5.4 

U.9 

'0 

196 

34.4 

+ Most thrillsome Elise > ef - Blaring engine note 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise ' C 

UiR 


- 

• 000 

156/5000 

" kg 

254 

4.5 

11.4 

'•8 

199 

33.2 

+ •' ■ ■ ■ *70-' - ‘ V - ks sparkle 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise S 8 

4R 

'0 

4/1794 

134/6200 

127/4200 


'8 

43 

18.7 

127 


37.2 

+ .' ■ '• 'el Elise- bus little 

★★★★★ 

■ "S 

49 R 

■ '4 

4/1796 

156/7000 

'0 







.9 

+ / •••y . -'leElise- on?lnanElise? 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise port 135 

■O' 

3 

4/1796 

135/6200 

'0 


■9 

5.4 


129 



+ f ' -'e ^Elises- Brakesneedmore'iteandpedalfeel 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise ' port 190 

044 R 



00 

'/5000 

kg 

272 

4.7 

12.1 

135 



+ rt- • ’.’ytool- ' -y 

★★★★★ 

9 

126 R 

'96-00 


■/5500 

122/3000 

731kg 

164 

6.1 

18.5 

126 


39.4 

+ Amodern c- * al? 

★★★★★ 

• en harged 

123 R 



' 000 

179/7000 



8 


'■0 



+ ' ‘ ' '1 Tr- s ore enough for some 

★★★★★ 

8R 



00 

179/7200 


3 

3.7 


155 



+ k Car of the Year 2 9 -It’s a 76-grand Lotus itith no roof 

★★★★★ 

• en 

126 R 



■00 

'00 





'■0 



+ *• ‘'j harged • e- y ' e it's made road-legal 

★★★★★ 

R 

126 R 

00 

- ' 

00 

146/5000 

'kg 

293 

4.5 

12.5 

126 



+ • •• -...- that looks like a dune' -‘•ryfromMars 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elan ' E 

'95R 

9-95 

4/1588 

165/6600 

/4200 







0 

■< '* ■ " 'e hassis- • 'ing 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati GranCabrio 

142 D 

£98,940 

8/4691 

434/7000 

332/4750 

1980kg 

223 

5.2 


177 

337 

19.5 

+ As good to drive as it is to look at - Lacks the grunt of some rivals 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio Sport 

161 D 

£104,535 

8/4691 

444/7000 

376/4750 

1980kg 

228 

5.0 


177 

377 

19.5 

+ Looks, performance, cruising ability - Brakes could be sharper 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio MC 

185 D 

£112,370 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1973kg 

234 

4.9 


179 

337 

19.5 

Most powerful GranCabrio yet - The GranCabrio is starting to show its age 


Mazda MX-5 1.81 SE(Mk3.5) 


£18,495 

4/1798 

124/6500 

123/4500 

1075kg 

117 

9.9 


121 

167 

39.8 

+ Basic MX-5 offers plenty of fun - But you’ll probably want the 2.0’s power 

★★★★☆ 

Mazda MX-5 R’ster Coupe 2.01 {Mk3.5) 

170 R 

£23,095 

4/1999 

158/7000 

139/5000 

1173kg 

137 

7.9 


136 

181 

36.2 

+ Handles brilliantly again - Less than macho image: no soft-top option with 2-litre engine ★★★★★ 

•■I (Mk3) 

91R 


^ 8 

124/6500 

123/4500 


8 

9.3 


122 



+<• hange.interior-Lostsomeofthe " * ^vj ‘ ' r bus handling 

★★★★☆ 


17R 


^39 

146/7000 

124/5000 


•0 

.6 


123 


32.5 

+ *•'’ - *.■ ‘ h'etter- Cheap ''."in 

★★★★★ 

•daMX-5l6(Mkl) 

131R 

9-97 

4/1597 

115/6500 

00/5500 


0 

0 


114 



+ ' "y • h) the "est- Less than rigid 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK350 Sport 

161 R 

£44,605 

6/3498 

302/6500 

273/3500 

1465kg 

209 

5.5 


155 

167 

39.8 

+ Best non-AMG SLK yet - Still no Boxster-beater 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG 

186 R 

£55,345 

8/5461 

416/6800 

398/4500 

1615kg 

262 

4.6 


155 

195 

33.6 

+ Quicker and more economical than ever - Needs to be sharper, too 

★★★☆☆ 

V "• -2 LK55AMG 

'7R 

■ '0 


0 

376/4000 

1575kg 

229 

4.9 


755 


23.5 

t '6 hassis-'-' ■ ■ P spoils fun 

★★★★☆ 

V • ■ ‘2’ - - . ' k' ■ 

'OR 

' 8 

8 • • 

■ ''0 

’0 


■8 

4.9 

11.2 

174 



+ AMG gets serious- ' ^cauto' • s 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz SL500 

169 D 

£81,915 

8/4663 

429/5250 

516/1800 

1710kg 

255 

4.6 


155 

212 

31.0 

+ Wafty performance, beautifully engineered - Lacks ultimate sports car feel 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

171 D 

£112,510 

8/5461 

530/5500 

590/2000 

1770kg 

304 

4.3 


155 

231 


+ Monster performance, lighter than before - Still heavy, steering lacks consistency 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 

183 D 

£17 ,815 

12/5980 

621/4800 

737/2300 

1875kg 

336 

4.0 


155 

270 

24.4 

+ Chassis just about deals with the power Speed limits 

★★★★☆ 

*'■ ■ '2' 


-’13 

8 

00 

464/5200 


"8 




.8 

0 

+ ■- ■ used than old ' L55 AMG- Lost some of its all-round appeal 

★★★★☆ 

■2-L55AMG 

'OR 

'7 

• /5439 

493/6100 

'0 

1955kg 

256 

4.6 

10.2 

155 



+ - &ago- Not as much fun 

★★★★★ 

- - '2SL65AMG 

‘ . '2‘ ■ - . • 

Mini JCW Convertible {R57) 


'0 

' -0 

8 

4/1598 

4/4800 

737/2000 


2 

4.1 


155 

8 

169 


Gob-smacking performance- ‘ ■ '’y. -y 

+ Loses none ofthe coupe's talents- '*ingdoors 

+ A manlier Mini cabrio. As hardcore as the hatch... - ...which is still better 

★★★★★ 

130 R 

£25,295 

208/6000 

206/1850 

1230kg 

172 

6.9 


146 

38.7 

★★★★☆ 

Morgan 3 Wheeler 

198 R 

£25,950 

2/1976 

82/5250 

103/3250 

525kg 

159 

6.0 


115 

215 

30.3 

1 - Quirky, characterful, brilliant - Can become a two-wheeler if you push too hard 

★★★★☆ 

Morgan Plus 8 Speedster 

202 R 

£71,140 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1000kg 

368 

4.2 


148 

282 

23.3 

+ Fantastic old-school roadster experience-Getsunsettledbybigbumps 

★★★★☆ 

Morgan Plus 8 

171 R 

£86,345 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1100kg 

334 

4.4 


155 

256 

25.7 

' Hilarious mix of old looks and new mechanicals -Refinement isdefinitely old-school 

★★★★☆ 

Morgan Aero SuperSports 

145 R 

£128,045 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1180kg 

312 

4.2 


170 



+ As above, with a V8 and targa top - It's proper supercar money 

★★★★☆ 

V 


.• . 8 

8/4799 

362/6300 

361/3400 

■ 00>X 




'0 


25.2 

^ Glorious sound, ' w ' ' ">namics-^'f»ard-lookingrear 

★★★★☆ 

- - - 


-'14 

6/3696 

326/7000 

269/5200 

1554kg 

213 

5.5 


155 

262 

25.2 

+ The Zed's old-school character remains intact - Its purposeful looks don 't 

★★★★☆ 

Porsche Boxster (981) 

172 R 

£38,810 

6/2706 

261/6700 

206/4500 

1310kg 

202 

5.4 


164 

192 

34.5 

+ Goes &L looks better: cleanest Boxster ever - Steering now electric to heipcut C02 

★★★★★ 

Porsche BoxsterS (981) 

186 R 

£47,035 

6/3436 

311/6700 

265/4500 

1320kg 

239 

5,1 


173 

206 

32.1 

+ Boxster steps out of 911’s shadow - But gets 911’s less appealing electric steering 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster GTS (981) 

203 D 

£52,879 

6/3436 

325/6700 

273/4500 

1345kg 

246 

5.0 


174 

211 

31.4 

+ Superb dynamics, fantastic engine, great loooks - Sport suspension is very firm 

★★★★★ 



5-'12 

6/2893 

252/6400 

214/4400 







0 

+ ' ■ ‘ • *er-’ ■'< - y Porsche redesign 

★★★★★ 





6/6400 

265/5500 





'0 

223 

29.7 

+ /• ” ''e,butt» • ^er- Lighter steering than before 

★★★★★ 

■■■ * 


-'12 

6/3436 

316/7200 

■ “0 

"■a 


0 


166 

221 

29.1 

+ ■ ■ ' <ster- ■ ' y roof not the most practical 

★★★★★ 

- • - ->ster(986) 


'4 

6/2687 

228/6300 

192/4700 

1275kg 

182 

6.3 


155 


29.1 

+ Still an impeccable sports car- ylittle 

★★★★★ 

- ■ 'Ster 5(986) 

*0- 



/6200 

228/4700 

kg 

200 

5.5 


164 


26.9 

+ A*’ '-'ll*' - - ■ e- ‘ -‘6 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet (991) 

183 R 

£82,169 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1450kg 

242 

5.0 


178 

217 

30.7 

+ Brilliant engine - Doesn't quite have the 'magic at any speed' character of previous 911s 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S Cabriolet (991) 

171 R 

£92,204 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1465kg 

273 

4.6 


187 

229 

29.1 

+ All-new open 911 drives just like the coupe - Which means the same artificial steering 

★★★★★ 

• • - _f.; v,-. 


7-'12 

6/3800 

493/6000 

• '0 


< 5 

3.8 


194 

275 

24.1 

+ ■ ' y quick and capable drop-top -Vte'd still take the coupe 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo Cabriolet (996) 

O' 

5 

6/3596 

414/6000 

413/4600 

■'00>< 

■ 0 

4.7 


185 



+ Faster than ' * er need it to be -Just the image thing again 

★★★★★ 

Radical SR3SL 

174 R 

£81,300 

4/2000 

300/6000 

265/4000 

795kg 

383 

3.0 


161 



+ Our 2011 Track Car ofthe Year, and it’s road-legal - You’ll need to wrap up warm 

★★★★★ 

- V 


9-’12 

8/2800 

'00 

/8000 

kg 

687 

3.2 


168 



+ Fastest car around the Nordschleife - . '* being people it's road legal 

★★"★★★ 

Renault Sport Spider 

183R 

'96-99 

4/1998 

148/6000 

136/4500 

kg 

157 

6.5 


131 



+ f ‘i.fabubusunassistedsteeringfeel- '>ier than tou'd hope 

★★★★☆ 



8-'12 

185kW 

248/4500 

0 

1283kg 

196 

5M 

H.3 

■0 

0 

n/a 

+ If this is the future, it’s going to be fun - Limited range, high price 

★★★★☆ 

^ *otaMR2 

187R 

6 

4/1794 

138/6400 

125/4400 

975kg 

141 

7.2 

21.2 

0 


38.2 

+ • ♦.? ‘ ■:)fnamics- Minimal luggage space 

★★★★★ 

TVR Tamora 

'O' 



/7200 

/5500 





■0 



■“ * ■• - ■*»#.- * ‘■'ling 

★★★★☆ 

■ ertible 


'7 

6/3996 

365/6800 

315/6000 

'00kg 

337 

3.8 

8.1 

195-I- 



SpiritoftheGriff reborn- y? 

★★★★★ 

TVRChimaeraS.O 

00'- 



/5500 

'•'0 


• 7 

4.6 


167 


26.4 

+ Gorgeous noise, tarmac-rippling grunt- Details 

★★★★☆ 

TVR Griffith 4.3 



' 0 

- /5500 

5/4000 

kg 

268 

4.8 

11.2 

148 



+ The car that made TVR. Cult status- Mere details 

★★★★★ 

TVR Griffith 500 

00 ■ 



/5500 

'0 


7 

4.8 

11.2 

167 


22.1 

+ Gruff diamond- -• ' wroughedges 

★★★★★ 

>hallVX220 

023 R 

' 4 

4/2198 

145/5800 

/4000 

875kg 

168 

5.6 


136 


34.4 

+ .“ ’y, '■ 'hall -The badge? 

★★★★★ 

‘ . ' '.'OTurbo 


5 

4/1998 

197/5500 

'0 

kg 

215 

4.7 


151 



+ V ■■ .• - - y ■- ■■ . .-'y - -y 

★★★★★ 




THE THRILL OF DRIVING - NOW ON T-SHIRTS! 

View the full rau-^e atex o.OKuk. Prions fmm just £16,99 
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THE NATIONAL KIT CAR MOTOR SHOW 2015 

STONELEIGH 

^ BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND Sunday 3rd 6 Monday 4th May 2015^ 



The BIGGEST kit car 

show in the WORLD! 

THE aKIOJaL HEOCa FOP 

KIT Oar ehthosiasts 

SAT NAV levs 2LZI 





MANUFACTURERS' 
NEW LAUNCHES 

4DD Trade Stands in 5 Exhibition 
Halls plus 3DD Outside Trade & 
Club Stands in over 5 Acres! 


HALL 2 FEATURE DISPLAYS 

WSCC IN MOTOBSPOBT 

750 MC CLUB 

massive club display 

It's the one and only 

WORLD FAMOUS 

kit car show 


4000 

Krr CARS 
ON DISPLAY 


»SHOW GUIDE 
»ENTRY FOR KIT 
CAR DRIVERS* 

*IFor drivers arriving in their 
kit cars on the day] 




CAMP ON SITE 

Camping B caravanning avaiiabie fmm middag Saturdag Znd Mag. 

Book now: www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk 


Kit 


w sponsor 


at STONELEIGH PARK 

ROYAL SHOWGROUND, 
STONELEIGH, 

Nr. KENILWORTH, 
WARWICKSHIRE 
CVS 2LZ 


GATES OPEN EACH DAY 


9.3Dam - S.DDpm 

BE THERE! 

DIRECTIONS 


From London M40: 

ExitJ15.A4B tDA452. B4113 

From M6 or M69: Exit MB J2 to join A4B. 

MBB to A4B. Exit A4B to join B41 1 3. 

From Ml Northbound: Exit J2], MB9, 
A4B, ExitA4B to join B4113. 

TICKETS 

Advance Tickets: £12* 

Availabla until 20th April 
Accampanied rrhlldran lundar 101 FHEE 


Tickets on the Door £15 

Accampanied children lender 101 FHEE 

FREE Show Guide 
FREE Parking 


ALL ENDUIRIES 

TELEPHONE 

01406 372600 
01406 372601 

‘Credit and Debit Card baakinga are aubjact ta a 
5Dp baaking tea par tranaactian. 


Organised by: Grasvenar Shows Ltd. 


www.natianalkitcarshaw.ca.ul( 





Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting 

Our Choice 

Porsche 911 GTS. You might think the GT3’s win at 
evo Car of the Year 2013 was a foregone conciusion, but 
neither of the iast two GT3s (the 997.2 and 997.1) claimed 
an eCoty title. Yet the 991 managed it, and in a vintage year 
too (Ferrari FI 2, Merc SLS Black). Yes, it reaily is that good. 


★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 

Best of the Rest 

Aston’s V12 Vantage S (left) is a deeply well-sorted drivers' 
car. The Cayman S is a truly brilliant all-rounder, while Jaguar's 
F-type R Coupe is the best F-type yet, and finished second in 
Car of the Year 2014. Mercedes’ new AMG GT is also a great 
drive - enough to trouble the 911 and Audi R8. 




Coupes /GTs 


Car 

Issue no 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

bhp/rpn 

ib ft/rpti 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

E 

o 

to 

o 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Q. 

E 

S 

S 

o 

o 

ECmpg 

6VO rating 


Alfa Romeo 4C 

190 R 

£45,000 

4/1742 

237/6000 

258/2200 

895kg 

269 

4.5 


160 

157 

41.5 

+ Carbonfibre tub, mini-supercar looks - Hot hatch engine, clunky gearbox 

★★★★★ 

j •: -• 

0- 



• ‘000 

• '0 

1585kg 

288 

4.1 

- 

181 

- 

- 

+ i • ' • ’’.noise.baiance-' f'reailsold 

★★★★★ 

Alpina D4 Biturbo 

206 R 

£50,950 

6/2993 

345/4000 

516/1500 

1585kg 

m 

4.6 


173 

139 

53.3 

+ Fifth-gear oversteer - Sounds like a diesel; fuel economy not as good as you might hope ★★★★★ 

AlpinaB4 Biturbo 

206 R 

£58,950 

6/2979 

404/5500 

442/3000 

1615kg 

254 

4.2 


188 

177 

37.2 

+ More fluid than the M4; better traction, too - Not as precise as the M-car over the limit 

★★★★★ 

A.-, -j •• 


7-13 

6/2979 

355/5500 

369/3800 

■' ' 

0 

4.8 

- 

177 

- 

29.1 

+ Alpina’s M3 alternative - Too refined for some 

★★★★★ 

i ; -j ' * . • 




• 2/6000 

398/4500 

1535kg 

266 

4.4 

- 

186 

224 

- 

+Alpina's M3 GTS alternative -Auto gearbox frustrates when pressing on 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

169 D 

£84,995 

8/4735 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1630kg 

262 

4.7 


180 

328 

20.4 

+ 2012 upgrades keep the V8 Vantage on song - Starting to feel a little dated, though 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S 

168 R 

£99,995 

8/4735 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1610kg 

271 

4.5 


189 

299 

21.9 

+ Keener engine, V12 Vantage looks - Slightly sluggish auto only 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S 

190 R 

£138,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1665kg 

345 

3.7 


205 

343 

19.2 

+ The best car Aston Martin currently makes - Old-school automated 'box 

★★★★★ 

4 .* " v.*- ' • •. 




/6500 

''0 


8 

4.4 

9.7 

■0 

388 

17.3 

+ The car we hoped the V8 Vantage would be-' ‘ .‘f? 

★★★★★ 

4>* • • V/ *■ -1 




' '/6500 

"0 





‘‘0 

388 

17.3 

+ ' • ■■ ' • * yitdrives-lt'sseveraltimesthepriceofaV12Vantage 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB9 

178 R 

£131,995 

12/5935 

510/6500 

457/5500 

1785kg 

290 

4.6 


183 

368 

18.2 

+ Better than the old DB9 in every respect - Automatic gearbox could be quicker 

★★★★★ 





• /6500 

"0 


6 

4.2 

. 

191 

388 

17.3 

+ Stupendous engine, gearbox, brakes- . ••••-. ’njy 


Aston Martin DB7 Vantage 

OR 



• ' /6000 

^00/5000 

kg 

241 

4.9 

11.2 

185 

- 

18.6 

+ DB7 with near-supercar pace - Handling lacks edge 

★★★★☆ 

Audi TT 2.0 TFSI (Mk3) 

204 R 

£32,410 

4/1984 

227/4500 

273/1650 

1230kg 

188 

6.0 


155 

137 

47.9 

+ Desirable, grippy and effortlessly quick - Still not the last word in interaction 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTZOTFSI quattro (Mk3) 

203 D 

£32,785 

4/1984 

227/4500 

273/1600 

1335kg 

173 

5.3 

- 

155 

149 

44.1 

+ Looks, interior, decent performance and handling - Lacks ultimate involvement 

★★★★☆ 

AudiTTS{Mk3) 

202 R 

£38,900 

4/1984 

306/5800 

280/1800 

1365kg 

228 

4.9 


155 

- 

- 

+ The most dynamically interesting TT yet - Stilt not as interactive as a Cayman 

★★★★☆ 

4 r" O'’’’ V« ' 




8/4300 

258/1600 

1295kg 

163 

4.3 

15.7 

152 

154 

42.8 

+ Front-driver loses nothing to quattro TTs - Steers like a computer game 

★★★★☆ 

4. "• VH ‘ 


8-14 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/2500 

1395kg 

195 

5.4 

- 

155 

184 

35.8 

+ ‘ y quicker TT; great drivetrain- Still steers like a computer game 

★★★★☆ 

4 J i/..- 



' ‘0 

335/5400 

332/1600 

l<g 

235 

4.4 

11.1 


9 

31.4 

+ ■ ■ • ■ Hinderturboengine-Restofpackagecan'tquitematchit 

★★★★☆ 

4 ,» \A.'' 



• 0 

355/5500 

•. '0 






9 

31.4 

+ • *’y' ■ ' y- * 4 y expensive fora TT 

★★★★☆ 

AudiTTSport(Mkl) 


’ 6 

4/1781 

237/5700 

236/2300 

• c 






■ .3 

+ i y purposeful interior, crisp chassis - Numb steering 

★★★★☆ 

AudiSS 

189 D 

£43,665 

6/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1675kg 

199 

4.9 


155 

190 

34.9 

+ Supercharged V6 makes S5 cleaner and faster - Poor body control 

★★★☆☆ 

Audi RS5 

206 R 

£59,870 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1715kg 

263 

4.5 


155 

246 

26.9 

+ Brilliant engine and improved chassis - Lack of suspension travel: inconsistent steering 

★★★★☆ 

AudiR8V8 

201 R 

£93,735 

8/4163 

424/7900 

317/4500 

1560kg 

276 

4.1 

9.9 

188 

332 

19.9 

+ A true 911 alternative - Exclusivity comes at a price 

★★★★★ 

AudiRSVlO 

181 D 

£114,835 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1620kg 

325 

3.9 

8.4 

194 

346 

19.0 

+ Real supercar feel - The V8 is £20k less, and still superb 

★★★★★ 

AudiRSVlO Plus 

190 R 

£126,835 

10/5204 

542/8000 

398/6500 

1570kg 

351 

3.8 


198 

346 

19.0 

+ An R8 fit to take on the 458 and 12C - Firm ride may be too much for some 

★"★★★★ 

AudiR8LMX 

206 D 

£16- 000 

10/5204 

562/8000 

398/6500 

1595kg 

358 

3.4 


198 

299 

21.9 

+ More of everything that makes the R8 great - S-tronic transmission not perfect 

★★★★★ 

A 7 > * 



4 

552/8000 

398/6500 

kg 

369 

3.6 

- 

199 

- 

- 

+ • thing we love about the R8 - Not as hardcore as we wanted 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GTV8 

178 R 

£136,500 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2220kg 

229 

4.6 

- 

188 

246 

27.0 

+ A proper drivers' Bentley with decent economy - W12 suddenly seems pointless 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT V8 S 

204 F 

£146,000 

8/3933 

521/6000 

502/1700 

2220kg 

238 

4.3 

- 

192 

250 

26.4 

+ An even better drivers' Bentley - Vast weight makes its presence felt in harder driving 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT 

152 D 

£146,700 

12/5998 

567/6000 

516/1700 

2245kg 

257 

4.3 


197 

338 

19.5 

+ 200mph in utter comfort - Weight, thirst 

★★★★☆ 

Bentley Continental GT Speed 

205 D 

£156,700 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2245kg 

283 

4.0 

- 

206 

338 

19.5 

Desirability meets exclusivity and performance - Ageing styling 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT3-R 

203 D 

£237,500 

8/3993 

572/6000 

518/1700 

2120kg 

274 

3.6 

- 

170 

295 

22.2 

+ The best-handling Continental ever - Expensive: it still weighs 2120kg 

★★★★★ 

BMW 1-series M Coupe 

188 R 

11-12 

6/2979 

335/5900 

369/1500 

1495kg 

228 

4.8 

- 

755 

224 

- 

1 - Character, turbo pace and great looks- Came and went too quick 

★★★★★ 

BMW M235i Coupe 

196 R 

£34,260 

612979 

321/5800 

332/1300 

1455kg 

224 

5.0 

- 

155 

189 

34.9 

+ Powertrain, chassis, looks, size - Limited-slipdiff is an option, not standard 

★★★★■★ 

BMW 4351 M Sport Coupe 

189 D 

£41,665 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1510kg 

203 

5.4 

- 

155 

169 

35.8 

+ Better balance than 3-series saloon - Can feel characterless at lower speeds 

★★★★★ 

BMW M4 

206 R 

£56,650 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1497kg 

288 

4.3 

- 

155 

204 

32.1 

+ Ferociously fast - Only really sparkles when you’re on or over the limit 

★★★★★ 

’k'ev 

BMWM3(E46) 


7-13 

-77 

' ■ 7 

8/3999 

8/4361 

6/3246 

414/8300 

444/8300 

338/7900 

295/3900 

'*0 

269/5000 

■ kg 

266 

295 

■0 

4 3 

4.3 

S.I 

10.3 

193 

155 

0 

295 

22.8 

+ Fends off all of its rivals - ...except the cheaper 1-series M 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

66 R 


{73 

23.7 

+ One of the best BMWs ever- c' ' y artificial steering feel 

BMWM3C5(E46) 


■ 7 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 


0 

5.1 

- 

155 


23.7 

+ €•- 't namics without CSL price - Looks like the standard car 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3CSL(E46) 

200' 

4 

6/3246 

355/7900 

273/4900 


•0 

13 

12.0 

155 


- 

+ Still superb- Changes from the automated single-clutch 'box are... a... bit... sluggish 

★★★★★ 

•V»*, V ' ^ 



1 

321/7400 

-• '0 

kg 

223 

5.4 

12.8 

157 


25.7 

+ Performance, image- Never quite as good as the original 

★★★★☆ 

.■Vr*. V •' . 


■0 


• "0 

’ /4600 

1165kg 

185 

6.7 

17.8 



.3 

+ ^ ■ V' • • 't namics for the road- ^y 

★★★★★ 

BMWZ4MCoupe 


9 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/4900 

. 


■ 0 

- 

155 

- 

23.3 

* A real drivers' car- You've got to be prepared to get stuck in 

★★★★★ 

BMWMCoupe 

00' 

' 3 

6/3246 

325/7400 

'0 

' 

• 0 





0 

+ Quick and characterful- Lacks finesse 

★★★★☆ 

BMW640d 

165 D 

£63,130 

6/2993 

309/4400 

465/1500 

1790kg 

175 

5.5 


155 

144 

51.4 

+ Great engine and economy, excellent build - Numb steering, unsettled B-road ride 

★★★★☆ 

BMWM6 (Mk2) 

191 D 

£94,625 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1850kg 

303 

4.2 


155 

232 

28.5 

+ Mighty ability, pace, technology - You'll want the Competition Package upgrade too... 

★★★★★ 



• 0 

/4999 

500 "'0 

384/6100 

1635kg 

311 

4.8 

10.0 

755 

342 

19.8 

+ Awesome GT. awesome sports car - SMG gearbox now off the pace 

★★★★★ 

BMW 18 

203 R 

£99,895 

3/1500 

357/5800 

420/3700 

1485kg 

244 

4.4 


155 

49 

134.5 

* Brilliantly executed concept: sci-fi looks - Safe dynamic set-up 

★★★★★ 

Chevrolet Camaro 

148 R 

£35,345 

8/6162 

426/5900 

420/4600 

1769kg 

245 

5.1 


155 

329 

2 0 

+ Looks like a Transformer made real - We’d prefer it in robot mode 

★★★☆☆ 

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Z51 (C7) 

197 R 

£61,520 

8/6162 

460/6000 

465/4600 

1539kg 

304 

4.4 

9.4 

180 

279 

23.5 

+ Performance, chassis balance, supple ride - Body control could be better 

★★★★★ 

Chevrolet Corvette Z06 (C7) * 

206 R 

c£88,000 

8/6156 

650/6400 

650/3600 

1598kg 

413 

3.2 


186 


- 

+ Mind-boggling raw speed: surprisingly sophisticated - Edgy when really pushed 

★★★★★ 

Ford Mustang GT 

202 R 

£32,995 

8/4951 

420/6500 

400/4250 

1678kg 

254 

4.4 

- 

155 


- 

+ Great bang per buck, but now handles too - Ride quality may not suit UK roads 

★★★★☆ 

Ford Shelby GT500* 

178 R 

c£6 000 

8/5812 

662/6500 

631/4000 

1747kg 

385 

3.5 

- 

202 


- 

+ Huge performance for the money - Putting it to use takes nerve 


GinettaG40R 

165 R 

£35,940 

4/1999 

175/6700 

140/5000 

795kg 

224 

5.8 


140 



+ A race-compliant sports car for the road - Feels too soft to be ahardcore track toy 

★★★★☆ 

GinettaG60 

165 D 

£68,000 

6/3721 

310/6500 

288/4500 

1080kg 

292 

4.9 


165 



+ Reborn Farbio GTS boasts great engine and good looks - The ride still needs work 

★★★★☆ 

; “.pefffDCZJ 

200R 

’96-00 

4/1797 

187/8000 

131/7300 

1kg 

173 

6.2 

17.9 

145 


28.9 

+ ‘ ‘ ythegreatestfront-drivecarever-Toorawforsome 

★★★★★ 

• • V » 


5 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

• kg 

196 

5.5 

- 

168 


22.8 

* 'Theuseablesupercar'- '■ • -y' -y 

★★★★★ 

Honda NSX-R* 


■ 3 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

' kg 

221 

4.4 

- 

168 

- 

- 

evo Car of the Year 2 2- HondaneverbroughtittotheUK 

★★★★★ 

Hyundai Veloster Turbo 

176 D 

£22,000 

4/1591 

184/5500 

195/1500 

1313kg 

142 

8.2 


133 

157 

40.9 

+ The usual Hyundai value, with added fun - Styling might be too quirky for some 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar F-type Coupe 

204 D 

£51,250 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1557kg 

216 

5.1 


161 

205 

32.1 

F Drop-dead looks, brilliant chassis, desirability - Engine lacks top-end fight 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 

202 R 

£60,250 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1594kg 

239 

4.5 

11.4 

171 

209 

32.1 

+ Exquisite style, more rewarding (and affordable) than roadster - Scrappy on the limit 

★ ★★★★ 

Jaguar F-type R Coupe 

203 R 

£85,000 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/3500 

1650kg 

334 

4.2 


186 

259 

25.4 

+ Looks, presence, performance, soundtrack - Bumpy and boistrous 

'kirk'kk 

Jaguar XK 

130 0 

£54,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1585kg 

244 

5.2 


155 

264 

25.2 

Fine car for the likes of us - Jag buyers may not like the harder edge 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XKR 

168 R 

£69,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1678kg 

305 

4.6 


155 

292 

23.0 

+ Fast and incredibly rewarding Jag - The kids will have to stay at home 

★★★★★ 


POCKET 

buying guide 


Ferrari 599 GTE Fiorano 

V«*r*- ..t 

Mr — 'r*'' 

Torqu* 'I O 

0-60mph 3.5sec Top speed 205mph 



WHY WOULD YOU? 

Because it’s blisteringly quick and capable, and 
has a detuned Enzo engine, it’s every inch the 
new-age Ferrari, too, with an all-aluminium 
chassis, magnetic dampers and a paddleshift 
gearbox (optional, but in 95 per cent of 599s). 
WHAT TO PAY 

£70k is the realistic entry point. £85k-95k brings 
the best 2008 cars within range. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

The V12 should be trouble-free if serviced 
meticulously. Same goes for the FI gearbox, 
which needs oil changes every 37,000 miles, 
although every two years is better if sooner. Get 
a dealer to check the remaining clutch life - a 
replacement is £5000. Ball joints are a weak spot 
and replacement costs £500 per side, so listen 
for knocks on the test drive. (Full guide, evo 202.) 
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Showroom Knowledge 



f Pt)rsche Club 

•rtti •rilal* W 

From £600 to 600 hp, 
we are here for you 



Foutded in 1961, our mission Is to enhance the Porscheowning experience of our membership, now in excess of 12,000 enthusiasts. 
We do this by embracing al models of the marque, from the earliest 356 to the very latest supercar. Whether it's £600 or 600 hp, 
Porsche CUb Great Britain is here for you. Pitrm: Dr Wolfgang Porsche 


Porsche CtuhCBbenoflte 

Porsctw c«rtific«te of wlhenOdly 
High quatty RMnOity magaone 
ComprthanMs events catandar 
Club ntiranca sciwma 
Memb er s' (IsaxaSs 


Regiont & Registers 
Race ChansMonsTip 
Valucbon sarvica 
Factory MsSs 
Trackrtajrs 


Ma US 

We are proud to be the orty ofloaly Rorscba AG lacovased Porsche Club in the LK 
and we'd love to wetcome you as a member. For a free, no oUgabon enqiity pack 
visi vaBLamcbnlah^tuCMi or cal Combiry House on OISOS seZSll 


110 0*»«ih 



170 www.avo.co.uk 







Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 


Coupes /GTs 



Visit 

evo.co.uk/ 

newapp 


Car 

issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

bhp/rpm 

ib tt/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60niph 

a 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Max mph 

C02g/kiT 

ECmpg 

6VO rating 


Jaguar XKR-S 

168 R 

£9 .490 

8/5000 

542/6000 

502/2500 

1678kg 

328 

4.2 


186 

292 

23 0 

+ Faster and wilder than regular XKR - The F-type R Coupe 

★★★★★ 

-V ni*' 5GT 

3R 

14 

■ '000 

000 

■'00 

-kg 

6 



•6 


0 

+ -f- • 'ingXKR’--r ’S: .000.. y ' ’ ’ion 

★★★★★ 

Lexus RC F 

206 R 

£ 995 

8 4969 

470/6400 

391 4800 

1765kg 

271 

4.5 


168 


- 

+ Great steering, noise, sense of occasion - Too heavy to be truly exciting 

★★★★☆ 

Lotus Exige S (V6) 

171 R 

£54,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295 4500 

1176kg 

298 

3.8 


170 

235 

- 

+ Breathtaking road-racer; our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Gearshift not the sweetest 

★★★★★ 

•* s'*’eS .' 

5R 


' 6 

• ‘'00 

5500 

• kg 

8 



• 8 

199 

2 

+ 1 'ive,- f.* 'rta "y. h- ing ■ k 

★★★★★ 

■* s'*ke .') 

8R 

- 8 

'■6 

• '~00 

'00 

■ '5kg 




.7 

- 

-.1 

+ •• V ’y* ed d 'd' . k’ool- ^ t 'f 1 

★★★★★ 

•* s'i»re 1) 

■OOR 


. ‘-6 

• "00 

- '000 

'' kg 

-.7 

• 6 


6 

- 

- 

+ .' *s. d> -s'^e e 'T-A'*’ kingin ‘ ' t 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Evora 

138 R 

£52,500 

6/3456 

276/6400 

258 4700 

1382kg 

203 

5.6 

13.6 

162 

217 

3 .3 

+ Sublime ride and handling. Our 2009 car of the year - Pricey options 

★★★★★ 

Lotus EvoraS 

168 R 

£63950 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295 4500 

1430kg 

245 

4.6 


172 

229 

28 7 

+ A faster and better Evora - But one which spars with the Porsche 911... 

★★★★★ 

MaseratlGranTurismo 

114 R 

£82,280 

8 4244 

399/7100 

339 4750 

1880kg 

216 

5.5 

12.7 

177 

330 

19.8 

+ Striking, accomplished GT - Does ’t spike the pulse like an Aston or 911 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati GranTurismo Sport 

188 R 

£90.810 

8 4691 

454/7000 

383 4750 

1880kg 

245 

4.8 


185 

331 

19.7 

+ The best everyday GranTurismo yet - Starting to get long in the tooth 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo MC Stradale 

193 R 

£110,135 

8 4691 

454/7000 

383 4750 

1800kg 

256 

4.5 


188 

360 

18.2 

+ Brilliant blend of road racer and GT - Gearbox takes a little getting used to 

★★★★★ 


■4R 

7 

44 

'000 

4500 

kg 

7 

• 8 

- 

177 


’6 

S’ -e, ' " -s- y : p ' ing 

★★★★☆ 

v; r t 

’3R 

. 7 

.'44 

4 '000 

4500 

kg 


■ 8 


0 


- 

+ r e ‘s’ • , y ”e 

★★★★★ 

Mazd 8 

22 R 

11 

8 

• ■ 00 

5500 

-.2 

6.5 

16.4 

•6 

99 

'• 6 

+ Sr -r' 'd~'e. • 'sa^' 'f 'e-i' ' 'hin" . e ' ut 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 

162 R 

£58.500 

8/6208 

451/6800 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

10.3 

186 

280 

23.5 

Mercedes makes a proper two-door M3 rival - C63 saloon looks better 

★★★★★ 


'S 'IR 



• ■ 00 

’ . 00 

5kg 

7 







★★★★★ 

V- > 'z. ' •-•-/r' ■ ' 

3 

• • 8 

• 2 


'6 

'6 

- 

+ .''e.'5' ed p’oll- '■■■ fis' s.'s' k ■ fs s'fd 

V -V., \--z, n.-SAMG 

■2D 

'9 

8 

00 

’000 

‘55kg 

'8 

■ 6 

- 

155 


19.9 

+ • 1* .c d '■ 'y- *s. ■■ "e • 'f 

★★★★★ 

V' Z. * -*v. \ k -'. 

'S 6R 

’ 9 

8 

- ■ 00 

■ ’0 

'• kg 


2 


''6 

- 

- 

■^AWG»■ r-s* ‘ing- I* "ed.’- s’*e.o ’y 

★★★★★ 


Mercedes-BenzS63AMGCoupe 205D £125,595 8/5461 577/5500 664/2250 1995kg 294 4.2 - 155 237 280 ^ThunderouslyfastS-classbuiltfordrivers-LacksbadgeappealofaContinentalGT ★★★★★ 

Mercedes-AMGGTS 204R £110.495 8/3982 503/6250 479/1750 1570kg 326 3.8 - 193 219 30.1 +Gorgeoustoiookat,fantasticchassis.hugegrip-Downshiftscouldbequicker ★★★★★ 

V 'V.rx OR ' 9 ’99 00 ' 00 " kg '2 '0 - - +►*■ d: d " y*on' ‘ - ’y «*■ e ' :de ★★★★☆ 

Nissan370Z 204R £2,435 6/3696 323/7000 268/5200 1496kg 219 5.3 - 155 248 267 +Quicke.leane'.keenerthan350Z-NotquiteaCayman-killer ★★★★☆ 

Nissan 370ZNismo(2014MY) 204D £3,575 6/3696 339/7400 274/5200 1535kg 224 5.2 - 155 248 26.6 + Sharper looks, improved ride, extra thrills -Engine lacks sparkle, still expensive ★★★★☆ 
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S.5 
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155 


4.1 


★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R (2012MY/2013MY/2014MY) 

200 R 

£78,020 

6/3799 

542/6400 

466/3200 

1740kg 

316 

3.2 

7.5 

196 

275 

24.0 

•- GT-R is quicker and better than ever - But costs over £20K more than its launch price 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-RNismo 

199 R 

£125,000 

6/3799 

592/6800 

481/3200 

1720kg 

350 

2.6 


196 

275 

24.0 

+ Manages to make regular GT-R feel imprecise - Compromised by super-firm suspension ★★★★■★ 
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★★★★★ 

Peugeot RCZ1.6THP200 

155 R 

£26900 

4/1598 

197/5500 

202/1700 

1421kg 

141 

7.3 

18.1 

147 

155 

42.1 

+ Distinctive looks, highly capable handling - Could be a bit more exciting 

★★★★■★ 

Peugeot RCZ R 

204 R 

£32,000 

4/1598 

266/6000 

243/1900 

1280kg 

211 

5.9 


155 

145 

44.8 

Rewarding and highly effective when fully lit - Dated cabin, steering lacks feel 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman (981) 

185 F 

£3 ,694 

6/2706 

271/7400 

214 4500 

1310kg 

210 

5.7 


165 

192 

34.4 

Very enticing for the money in basic spec You might still want the power of the ‘S’ 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 

202 R 

£48783 

6/3436 

321/7400 

273 4500 

1320kg 

247 

4.5 

10.5 

175 

206 

32.1 

+ The Cayman comes of age - Erm... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman GTS (981) 

ZU.5K 

£55,39/ 

6/3436 

335/ /4UU 

280 4750 

1345kg 

253 

4.9 


177 

211 

31.4 

+ Tweaks improve an already sublime package - Slightly aftermarket' looks 

★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera (991) 

199 R 

£73,509 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1380kg 

254 

4.7 


179 

212 

31.4 

t- 911 becomes cleaner and cleverer - But some of its character s gone AWOL 

★★★★■★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S (991) 

201 R 

£83,545 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1395kg 

287 

4.3 

9.5 

188 

224 

29.7 

+ As above, but with supercar pace - Electric steering robs it of some tactility 

★★★★■★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4 (991) 

177 D 

£78,365 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1430kg 

245 

4.5 


177 

219 

30.4 

A touch more engaging than 2wd 991 - Still stand-offish compared to 997 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4S (991) 

179 R 

£88,400 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1445kg 

277 

4.5 


185 

234 

28.5 

The best 991-generation Carrera - Choose your spec carefully 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera GTS (991) 

204 R 

£91,098 

6/3800 

424/7500 

324/5750 

1425kg 

302 

4.4 


190 

223 

29.7 

More fun than other R WD 991 Carreras - Optional active anti-roll bars rob feedback 

★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (991) 

206 R 

£100,540 

6/3799 

468/8250 

324/6250 

1430kg 

333 

3.5 


196 

289 

23 0 

+ evo Car of the Year 2013 - At its best at licence-troubling speeds 

★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 

Rolls-Royce Wraith 

205 D 

£22 128 

12/6592 

624/5600 

590/1500 

2360kg 

260 

4.6 


155 

327 

2 .2 

* Refinement, chassis, drivetrain - Shared componentry lets cabin down 

★★★★★ 

Subaru BRZ 

204 R 

£22,495 

4/1998 

197/7000 

151/6400 

1230kg 

163 

.6 


140 

181 

36.2 

Fine cha •. s, great steering - Weak engine, not the slide-happy car they promised 

★★★★☆ 

Toyota GT86 

174 R 

£22995 

4/1998 

197/700 0 

151/6400 

1275kg 

15 

.6 


140 

181 

36.2 

+ More fun than its cousin (above) - Same lack of torque, poor interior quality 

★★★★☆ 
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★★★★★ 

VWSciroccoGT2 0TSI 

155 R 

£25,845 

4/1984 

217 4500 

258/1500 

1369kg 

158 

6.5 


153 

139 

47.1 

+ Golf GTI price and performance - interior lacks flair 

★★★★☆ 

VWSciroccoR 

200 D 

£32,295 

4/1984 

276/6000 

258/2500 

1426kg 

187 

5.7 


155 

187 

35.3 

+ Great engine, grown-up dynamics - Perhaps a little too grown-up for some 

★★★★■★ 


Try the updated 
evoapp! 


Have you checked out our 
updated evo app? You can 
download content for offline 
reading, new icons show which 
a' tides are unread, you can 
delete old content to free up 
space and we’ve redesigned 
the look. More videos, sound 
and interactive features are 
also being rolled out, and all app 
subscribers get access to the 
ent/re uploaded evo archive. 
Prices start from just £1 .49. 


www.evo.co.uk 171 







'Performance for everyday use 
and suspension technology 
at its best makes KW for us the 
No. 1 choice - on the road 
and race track." 


MARTIN & 
NICOLAS RAEDER 

Managing Directors 
Manthey Racing GmbH 


MADE FOR 

WINNERS 


THE PERFECT SUSPENSION FOR EVERY PURPOSE. 


KW automotive UK Ltd 
Phone: 0870 990 7536 
Fax: 0845 021 2548 
eMail: info@KWautomotive.co.uk 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Ferrari 458 Speciale. The regular 458 Italia is amazing 
enough, but the Speciale follows in the tradition of the 360 
Challenge Stradale and 430 Scuderia and makes the car 
it is based on even more, well, special. Our 2014 Car of the 
Year. It's equally brilliant in open-top ‘Speciale A’ form, too. 



Best of the Rest 

Porsche's 918 5pyder (left) pips the McLaren PI on the road, 
and vice versa on the track. The LaFerrari is an incredible drive, 
too. If you can stretch to it, maybe get all three.... Meanwhile, 
Pagani's Huayra was our joint 2012 Car of the Year and 
Lamborghini's Aventador offers true supercar drama. 


Supercars 



9ffGT9R 

127 D 

c£45 000 

6 4000 

1120/7850 

774/5970 

1346kg 

845 

29 


260 



'• Above lOOmph eats Veyrons for breakfast - Eats M3 dust at traffic iights 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vanquish (Mk2) 

203 R 

£192995 

12/5935 

568/6650 

465/5500 

1739kg 

332 

3.6 


201 

298 

221 

’ Much better than the DBS it succeeds, especiaiiy in 2015MY form - it s no Ferrari F12 

★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 

Caparo T1 

138 R 

£301 975 

8/3499 

575 / 1 . 500 

310/9000 

689kg 

848 

3.8 

6.2 

205 



+ Absoiutely staggering performance - Absoiuteiy staggering price tag 

★★★★★ 

t ■•■“eZRl 

133R 

'09-13 

8/6162 

638/6500 

603/3800 

1528kg 

424 

J.8 

7.6 

205 

355 

18.8 

+ Huge pace and character - Take plenty of brave pills if there 's rain 

★★★'★★ 

Ferrari 458 italia 

183 R 

£178,551 

8/4497 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1485kg 

384 

3.2 

6.8 

202 

307 

20.6 

+ An astounding achievement, looks fantastic - There'il never be a manuai 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Spider 

185 R 

£198,996 

8/4497 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1530kg 

373 

3.3 


198 

275 

23.9 

•< A 458 that sounds and feeis more organic - Er, 4mph siower than the itaiia? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Speciaie 

203 R 

£208,090 

814491 

597/9000 

398/6000 

1395kg 

435 

3.0 


202+ 

275 

23.9 

^ evo Car of the Year 2014 - if you don't own a regular 458, nothing 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Speciaie A 

204 D 

£228,682 

8/4497 

597/90 00 

398/6000 

1445kg 

420 

3.0 


199 

275 

21.2 

+ Same dynamics as the coupe but iess shouty - Some chassis fiex on bumpy surfaces 

★★★★★ 

' ) ■ 












•' .6 

+ Just brilliant - Didn't you read the plus point? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 430 Scuderia 

121R 

'07-'10 

8/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1350kg 

378 

3.5 

7.7 

198 


15.7 

+ Successful FI technology transplant - Likes to shout about it 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari Scuderia Spider 16M 

133D 

'09 

8/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1440kg 

355 

3.7 


196 

360 

18.0 

- A hardcore soft-top Ferrari - Earplugs recommended 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 360 Modena 

163R 

'99-04 

8/3586 

394/8500 

275/4750 

1390kg 

288 

4.5 

9.0 

183 


17.0 

+ I'* ■ Not quite as involving as it should be 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 360 Challenge Stradale 

068 R 

'03-04 

8/3586 

420/8500 

275/4750 

1280kg 

333 

4.1 


186 


- 

+ •-'.* 1 . ' V ' - ' '- It's very, very loud 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F355 FI Berlinetta 

163R 

'97-99 

8/3496 

374/8250 

268/6000 

1350kg 

281 

4.7 


183 


16.7 

+ Looks terrific, sounds even better - Are you kidding? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F12Beriinetta 

190 R 

£240,083 

12/6262 

730/8250 

509/6000 

1630kg 

455 

3.1 


211 

350 

18.8 

+ 730bhp isn'ttoo much power for the road - Super-quick steering is an acquired taste 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 599 GTB Fiorano 

lOlR 

'06-72 

12/5999 

611/7600 

448/5600 

1688kg 

368 

i.5 

7.4 

205 

4/5 

15.8 

+ evoCarofthe Year 2006 -Banks are getting harder to rob 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari599GTO 

161 R 

'11-12 

12/5999 

661/8250 

457/6500 

1605kg 

418 

3.4 


208 


- 

+ One of the truly great Ferraris-Erm, the air con isn’t very good 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 575M Fiorano Handling Pack 

200R 

'02-06 

12/5748 

508/7250 

434/5250 

1730kg 

298 

4.2 

9.6 

202 


12.3 

+ 'v.-; , '.N..- ■ • .‘"-It should have been standard 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 550 Maranello 

169R 

'97-02 

12/5474 

485/7000 

415/5000 

1716kg 

287 

4.3 

10.0 

199 


12.3 

+ Everything- Nothing 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari FF 

194 R 

£227,168 

12/6262 

651/8000 

504/6000 

1880kg 

347 

3.7 


208 

360 

15.4 

- Four seats and 4WD, but a proper Ferrari - Looks divide opinion 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 6}2Scagiietti FI 

090 R 

'04-11 

12/5748 

533/7250 

434/5250 

1840kg 

294 

4.3 

9.8 

199 

470 

13.8 

- A wesomely capable grand tourer - See above 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari LaFerrari 

203 R 

c£lm 

12/6262 

950/9000 

664/6750 

1255kg 

769 

3.0 


217+ 

330 


" Perhaps the greatest Ferrari ever - Brakes tack a touch of precision on track 

★★★★★ 

FerrariEnzo 

203 R 

’02-’04 

12/5999 

651/7800 

485/5500 

1365kg 

485 

J.5 

6.7 

2/7+ 

545 

- 

+ Intoxicating, exploitable- CabindetailingfallsshortofaZondaorFl 's 

★★★★★ 

FerrariF50 

186 R 

'96-97 

12/4699 

513/8500 

347/6500 

1230kg 

424 

3.9 


202 


- 

+ A better drivers' Ferrari than the 288, F40 orEnzo - Not better looking, though 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F40 

199R 

'87-92 

8/2936 

471/7000 

426/4000 

nookg 

437 

4.1 


201 



+ Brutally fast- It's in the dictionary under 'turbo lag' 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 288 GTO 

064 R 

'84-85 

8/2855 

394/7000 

366/3800 

1160kg 

345 

4.9 


189 


- 

+ Painfully beautiful, rarer than the F40- You are joking? 

★★★★★ 

FordGT 

200R 

'04-06 

8/5409 

550/6500 

500/3750 

1583kg 

353 

3.7 


205 


- 

+ Our 2005 Car of the Year - Don 't scalp yourselfgettingin 

★★★★★ 

Gumpert Apoiio 

110 R 

£275,000 

8/4163 

690/6300 

675/4000 

1200kg 

584 

3.0 


220+ 



+ Stupendous perfomance, ‘Apoito’ - High price, ‘Gumpert' 

★★★★★ 

Hennessey Venom GT 

180 R 

£900,000 

8/7000 

1244/6500 

1155/4000 

1244kg 

1016 

2.5 


270 



+ 0-200mph inl4.5sec, and it handles too - Looks like an Exige 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXJ220 

157R 

'92-94 

6/3498 

542/7200 

475/4500 

1470kg 

375 

3.7 


213 


- 

+ Britain's greatest supercar... - ...until McLaren built the FI 

★★★★☆ 

KoenigseggAgeraR 

180 R 

c£1.09m 

8/5032 

1124/7100 

885/2700 

1435kg 

796 

2.8 


273 



+ As fast and exciting as your body can handle - It’s Veyron money 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggOne:! 

202 R 

c£2.0m 

8/5065 

1341/7500 

1011/6000 

1360kg 

1002 

2.9 


273 



+ The most powerful car we've ever tested - It's sold out; we couldn’t afford one anyway. 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggCCX 

094 R 

'06-10 

8/4700 

806/6900 

678/5700 

n80kg 

694 

3.9 

7.7 

245+ 


- 

+ Sv/eden'sgreatest supercar -Sweden's only supercar 

★★★★★ 

Koenigsegg CCXR Edition 

118R 

'08-10 

8/4800 

1004/7000 

796/5600 

1280kg 

797 

2.8 


250+ 


- 

+ One of the world's fastest cars - Spikey power delivery 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Huracan LP610-4 

201 R 

£180,720 

10/5204 

602/8250 

413/6500 

1532kg 

399 

3.2 


202+ 

290 

22.6 

+ Rare depth of character and ability - Takes work to find its sweet-spot 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Galiardo LP560-4 

180 D 

'08-13 

10/5204 

552/8000 

398/6500 

1410kg 

398 

3.7 


202 

325 

16.0 

+ Still a missile from AtoB- Starting to show its age 

★★★★☆ 

Lamborghini LP570-4 Superleggera 

152 R 

'10-'13 

10/5204 

562/8000 

398/6500 

1340kg 

426 

3.5 


202 

325 

20.6 

+ Less weight and more power than original Superleggera - LP560-4 runs it very close 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gallardo 

094 R 

'06-08 

10/4961 

513/8000 

376/4250 

1520kg 

343 

43 

9.4 

196 


- 

+ On a full-bore start it spins all four wheels. Cool -Slightly clunky e-gear 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Galiardo Superleggera 

104 R 

'07-08 

10/4961 

522/8000 

376/4250 

1420kg 

373 

3.8 


196 


- 

+ Lighter, more agile - Grabby carbon brakes, clunky e-gear 

★★★★☆ 

Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4 

194 R 

£260,040 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1575kg 

445 

2.9 


217 

370 

17.7 

" Most important new Lambo since the Countach - Erm... expensive? 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Aventador Roadster 

184 R 

£288,840 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1625kg 

431 

3.0 


217 

370 

17.7 

" Sensational engine and styling - A wee bit on the thirsty side 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcielago 

089D 

'01-06 

12/6192 

570/7500 

479/5400 

1650kg 

351 

4.0 


205 


- 

+ Gorgeous, capable and incredibly friendly- V12 feels stressed 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 

093 R 

'06-11 

12/6496 

631/8000 

487/6000 

1665kg 

385 

3.3 


211 


21.3 

+ Compelling old-school supercar -You'd better be on your toes 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 

200 R 

'09-11 

12/6496 

661/8000 

487/6500 

1565kg 

429 

X2 

13 

212 


- 

f A supercar in its truest, wildest sense - Be prepared for stares 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Diablo 6.0 

019R 

'00-02 

12/5992 

550/7100 

457/5500 

1625kg 

343 

3.8 


200+ 


- 

f Best-built, best-looking Diablo of all- People's perceptions 

★★★★★ 

Lexus LFA/LFA Nurburgring 

200R 

'10-12 

10/4805 

552/8700 

354/6800 

1480kg 

379 

3.7 


202 


- 

+ Absurd and compelling supercar - Badge and price don’t quite match 

★★★★★ 

MaseratiMC12 

079R 

'04-05 

12/5998 

621/7500 

481/5500 

1445kg 

437 

3.8 


205 


- 

+ Rarer than an Enzo - The Ferrari's better 

★★★★☆ 

McLaren 650S 

196 R 

£195,250 

8/3799 

641/7250 

500/6000 

1428kg 

456 

3.0 


207 

275 

24.2 

+ Better brakes, balance and looks than 12C; more power too - Costs an extra £19k 

★★★★★ 

McLaren 12C 

187R 

11-14 

8/3799 

616/7500 

442/3000 

1434kg 

435 

3.1 


207 

279 

24.2 

+ Staggering performance, refinement - Engine noise can be grating 

★★★★★ 

McLaren PI 

205 R 

£866,000 

8/3799 

903/7500 

664/4000 

1395kg 

658 

2.8 


217 

194 

34.0 

+ Freakish breadth of ability - At its mind-bending best on track 

★★★★★ 

McLaren FI 

205R 

'94-98 

12/6064 

627/7500 

479/4000 

1137kg 

560 

3.2 

6.3 

240+ 


19.0 

+ Still the most single-minded supercar ever - There 'll never be another 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG Black Series 

131 R 

'09-10 

12/5980 

661/5400 

737/2200 

1876kg 

358 

4.0 

8.1 

199 


- 

+ Bonkers looks, bonkers speed - Bonkers £250K price 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 

159 R 

£165,030 

8/6208 

563/6800 

479/4750 

1620kg 

335 

4.1 

8.4 

197 

308 

21.4 

+ Great engine and chassis (gullwing doors too!) - Slightly tardy gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Black Series 

204 R 

£229,985 

8/6208 

622/7400 

468/5500 

1550kg 

408 

3.6 


196 

321 

20.6 

+ Stunning engine, superb body control - Be careful on less-than-smooth roads... 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 

073R 

'04-07 

8/5439 

617/6500 

575/3250 

1693kg 

370 

3.7 


200 


- 

+ Zonda-pace, 575-style drivability - Dreadful brake feel 

★★★★☆ 

Nobie M600 

186 R 

c£200,000 

8/4439 

650/6800 

604/3800 

1198kg 

551 

3.8 

7.7 

225 



+ Spiritual successor to the Ferrari F40 - It’s a bit pricey 

★★★★★ 

Pagani Huayra 

185 R 

c£lm 

12/5980 

720/5800 

737/2250 

1350kg 

542 

3.3 


224 



+ Our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Engine isn’t as nape-prickling as the Zonda’s 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZonda760RS 

170 R 

£1.5m 

12/7291 

750/6300 

575/4500 

1210kg 

630 

3.3 


217+ 



+ One of the most extreme Zondas ever - One of the last Zondas ever (probably) 

★★★★★ 

Pagani ZondaS 7.3 

096 R 

'02-05 

12/7291 

555/5900 

553/4050 

1250kg 

451 

3.6 


797 


- 

+ evoCarofthe Year 2001 (in earlier 7.0 form) - Values have gone up a fair bit since then 

★★★★★ 

Pagani ZondaF 

186 R 

'05-06 

12/7291 

602/6150 

575/4000 

1230kg 

497 

3.6 


214 


- 

+ Everything an Italian supercar ought to be - Looks a bit blingy next to a Carrera GT 

★★★★★ 

Pagani Zonda Cinque Roadster 

147D 

'09-'10 

12/7291 

669/6200 

575/4000 

1400kg 

485 

3.4 


217+ 


- 

+ The best Zonda ever - Doesn 't come up in the classifieds often 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (991) 

194 R 

£120,598 

6/3800 

513/6000 

524/2100 

1595kg 

327 

3.4 


195 

227 

29.1 

+ Incredible pace, whatever the weather - More involvement would’t go amiss 

★★★★☆ 

Porsche 911 Turbos (991) 

188 R 

£142,120 

6/3800 

552/6500 

553/2200 

1605kg 

349 

3.1 


197 

227 

29.1 

+ Still unrivalled as an everyday supercar - At times disguises the thrills it can offer 

★★★★☆ 








•9 

X2 

7.3 

193 

272 

24.4 

+ The Turbo at the very top of its game - The GT3's cheaper... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT2RS (997.2) 

204 R 

'10-'13 

6/3600 

611/6500 

516/2250 

1370kg 

453 

3.5 


205 

284 

- 

+ More powerful than a Carrera GT. Handles, too - Erm... 

★★★★★ 







■ 

3 

4.0 

8.7 

193 


22.1 

+ Monster corneringability- A bit woolly on its standard settings 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (996) 

017R 

'00-06 

6/3600 

414/6000 

413/2700 

1540kg 

273 

4.1 

10.0 

189 


21.0 

+ evo Car of the year 2000: the 911 for all seasons - We can 't find any reasons 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT2 (996) 

072R 

'04-06 

6/3600 

475/5700 

457/3500 

1420kg 

339 

4.0 


198 


- 

+ Later revisions made it even more of a star- Care still required 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (993) 

066 R 

'95-98 

6/3600 

408/5750 

398/4500 

1502kg 

276 

3.7 


180 


19.4 

+ Stupendous all-weather supercar- It doesn't rain enough 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT2 (993) 

003 R 

'96-99 

6/3600 

430/5700 

398/4500 

1290kg 

339 

3.9 


184 


- 

+ Hairy-arsed homologation special- Only 57 were made 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 918 Spyder 

200 R 

£781,155 

8/4593 

875/8500 

944/6600 

1674kg 

531 

2.6 


211 

79 

85.6 

+ Blistering performance: cohesive hybrid tech - Added weight and complexity 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Carrera GT 

200R 

'04-'06 

10/5733 

604/8000 

435/5750 

1380kg 

445 

3.8 

7.6 

205 


- 

+ Still feels ahead of its time - Needs modern tyres to tame its spikiness 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 959 

192 R 

’87-90 

6/2850 

444/6500 

369/5000 

1450kg 

311 

3.7 


197 


- 

+ ■ »* ■ .' ■• - Limited choice of colours? 

★★★★★ 

RufRtl2 

097 R 

c£155,000 

6/3746 

641/7000 

641/3500 

1530kg 

426 

3.3 


219 



+ Beautifully executed car with truly immense power - Needs care 

★★★★★ 

RufCTR3 

126 R 

c£357.000 

6/3746 

691/7600 

656/4000 

1400kg 

501 

3.2 


235 



+ The best 911 that Porsche never made - But not the best looking... 

★★★★★ 

RufCTR ‘Yellowbird' 

097R 

•87-89 

6/3366 

469/5950 

408/5100 

1170kg 

345 

4.1 


211 


- 

+ A true legend - We can 't all drive like Stefan Roser 

★★★★★ 


www.evo.co.uk 173 



TrackTimes 


Key 


□ = ne*^ on this 
monf . Red denotes the car 
s the fastest ini • - ass. 


JT 


Car Lap time 

Peak mph 

issue no. 

Conditions 

RadicaiSRSLM (fastest car) 113.6 

127.8 

138 

Dry 

Caparo T1 (fastest supercar) 1 14.8 

130.9 

131 

Dry 

Ferrari 458 itaiia 1 

19.3 

120.0 

159 

Dry 

GumpertApoiioS 1 

19.4 

120.4 

119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C (Corsa tyres) 1 

19.6 

121.2 

159 

Dry 

Caterham Levante V8 1 

19.6 

118.6 

131 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2RS 1 

19.9 

122.3 

158 

Dry 

Lotus 2-Eieven GT4 1 

20.1 

113.2 

138 

Dry 

Caterham SuperiightR500 1 

20.2 

115.7 

119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C 1 

20.6 

120,9 

159 

Dry 

NobieM600 1 

20.8 

121.8 

159 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GTS RS 4.0 (fastest coupe) 1 

21.0 

118.2 

160 

Dry 

Lamborghini MurcieiagoLP670-4SV 1 

21.3 

121.1 

134 

Dry 

Ariei Atom 3 Supercharged 1 

21.5 

113.6 

119 

Dry 

KTMX-Bow(300bhp) 1 

21.5 

112.7 

138 

Dry 

Ferrari 430 Scuderia 

21.7 

117.2 

121 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GTS RS (3.8) 1 

21,9 

116.8 

150 

Dry 

Lamborghini GaiiardoLP560-4 1 

22.5 

119.1 

122 

Dry 

Brooke DoubieR 1 

22.5 

113.2 

119 

Dry 

Lamborghini MurcieiagoLP640 1 

22,9 

116.7 

143 

Dry 

Porsche Carrera GT 1 

23.3 

115.2 

119 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GTS 1 

23.3 

114.5 

138 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbo 5 1 

23.5 

117.5 

146 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2 1 

23.5 

115.1 

119 

Dry 

Nissan GT-R(2008MY) 1 

23.6 

113.1 

119 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera 1 

23.6 

112.5 

182 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera Cabriolet 1 

23.9 

112.3 

183 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL63AMG 1 

23,9 


YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbo 1 

24.1 

113.5 

136 

Damp 

Lotus 340R(190bhp) 1 

24.2 

110.0 

135 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster S (981) 1 

24.2 

109,3 

183 

Dry 

Caterham Superlight R300 1 

24.3 

101.5 

138 

Dry 

Maserati GranTurismo MC Stradaie 1 

24.5 

115.1 

160 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 1 

24.5 

109.2 

202 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SLSAMG 1 

24.6 

115.7 

146 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) 1 

24.7 

107.7 

167 

Dry 

Caterham 7 Supersport 1 

24.8 

101.6 

YouTube 

Dry 

Ferrari California 1 

25.0 

111.8 

134 

Dry 

KTM X-Bow 1 

25.0 

105.0 

123 

Dry 

BMW E92 M3 Coupe 1 

25.1 

109.1 

162 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG Black 1 

25.2 

108.6 

131 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V8 S 1 

25,2 

111.2 

183 

Dry 

Audi RS5 1 

25.4 

108.8 

162 

Dry 

Audi R8 Spyder V8 1 

25,5 

107.0 

167 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman R 1 

25,5 

106.8 

158 

Dry 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 1 

25.6 

109.1 

183 

Dry 

BMW M5(F10) (fastest saloon) 1 

25.7 

112.0 

165 

Dry 

Jaguar XKR-S 1 

25.7 


YouTube 

Dry 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage 1 

25.8 

110.9 

146 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EvoXFQ-400 1 

25.9 

107.5 

138 

Dry 

BMW 1-series M Coupe 1 

25.9 

106.4 

158 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EVOXRS360 1 

26.1 

106.6 

153 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Trophy (fastest hot hatch) 1 

26.1 

105.3 

166 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 1 

26.2 

106.3 

202 

Dry 

Audi TT RS 1 

26.3 

107.2 

149 

Dry 

Aston Martin DBS 1 

26,4 

109.5 

143 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 1 

26.5 

109.2 

137 

Dry 

Audi RS6 Avant (C7) (fastest estate) 1 

26.5 


YouTube 

Dry 

BMWM135i 1 

26.6 


YouTube 

Dry 

Jaguar XJ220 1 

26.7 

111.7 

131 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (fastest 4x4) 1 

26.8 

106.1 

YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 1 

26,8 

104.9 

165 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo 1 

26.9 

107.4 

158 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 1 

26.9 


205 

Dry 

Lotus Evora 

27.1 

104.2 

145 

Dry 

Nissan 370Z 

27.1 

104.0 

158 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V6 S 1 

27.2 

105.0 

YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera S 1 

27.3 

102.4 

165 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Cup 1 

27.3 


YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 1 

27.7 

111.0 

162 

Dry 

Lotus Eiise SC 1 

27.7 

104,6 

131 

Dry 

Audi S3 1 

27.7 


YouTube 

Dry 

VauxhaiiVXRS Bathurst S 1 

27.8 

106.1 

131 

Dry 

BMWE46M3CSL 1 

27.8 

105.4 

153 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane R26.R 1 

27.8 

103.3 



Audi RS6 Avant (C6) (fastest estate) 1 

27.9 

111,0 

121 

Dry 

Jaguar XFR 1 

27.9 

108.1 

137 

Dry 

SEATLeonCupra280 1 

28.0 


YouTube 

Dry 

Lexus iS-F 1 

28.1 

106.4 

151 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster S (987) 1 

28.1 

105.4 

120 

Dry 

Subaru WRXSTl 1 

28.3 

101.6 

157 

Dry 

Porsche Macan S 1 

28.3 


205 

Dry 

SEAT Leon CupraR 1 

28.7 

102.4 

162 

Dry 

BentieyContinentai Supersports 1 

29.2 

105.8 

149 

Dry 

Lotus Eiise Ciub Racer 1 

29.2 

95.5 

162 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 250 Cup 1 

29.9 

101.4 

156 

Dry 

VauxhaiiVXRSCiubsport Tourer 1 

29.9 


YouTube 

Dry 

Honda NSX 1 

30.1 

101.3 

145 

Dry 



West Circuit facts 

□ Location Bedford Autodrome 

□ Opened 1999 

□ Length 1.85 miies (2.98 kiiometres) 


□ Direction Anti-ciockwise 
D Left turns 9 

□ Right turns 6 



tuning tpecln li 

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 

40% mor« POWER 
20% better ECONOMYI 


Dtesel Tuning for Cers. Commercials. Tractors & Boats 
Fit yourself In minutes - instantly Improve drIvaMlltyl 




lUv rr 


ISO 
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IMST 
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Visit our website, see your vehicle's 
true potential, order online, 
email^hlpexpress.com 01727 730 9S6 


V, 

§ 


IT’S ARRIVED! 


(D 

5 


Introducing DTUK’s NEW and improved CRO>t+ 
Multi-Channel Diesel Performance System 
for your car, van or motor home 



For further information contact sales: 

01207 299 538 

sales@dtuk-performance.co.uk 


DTUK* 

PWUPomtitANQi ■PTim itb 

www.dtuk-perfornriance.co.uk 


‘d«p9ndlng on driving style 


174 www.evo.co.uk 













Skilled 

Proven 

insured 


PROresaONAL) A L I 
VVALETERS&/ 
X^DETAILERS I 


P»0-VALETS 

SUPTORTERS 


z CarPro^’^ coversure 


Your car is probably the second most va]uEd>le purchase 
you will make, so It’s natural that you want 
to keep It looking It’s absolute best. 


Our Approved Members have all the skills, experience 
and products to ensure your pride 8^ joy retains 
the winning style that first caught your eye. 

Use the fast postcode search to UtkI your nearest 
Pro-Valets car care professionals. 


NOW OVER 160 

MEMSEtS NAHONVWDE 


pro-valets.co.uk 

" THE UK’S LARGEST CAR CARE TRADE ASSOCIATION 


deandetal 9 CHP&pw Furniture I nk:' 






KochCr-rmit** 

E«c<>twrofCxptt«. 




Showroom Insurance 



Second Time Round (020) 7499 7442 


Specializing in Rolex for 20 years! 


Grays, 58 Davies St. London WIK 5LP 


Audemars Piguet * Bvigari * Cartier * Franck Muller * Hublot * Jaeger LeCoultre * Patek Philippe 
* Piaget * Rolex * Vacheron et Constantin and all fine wristwatches... 
www.SECONDTiMEROUND.coM Bought, Sold & Exchanged 


nsurance 


i t** \ 

^ 1969\ 
Vl99J/ 


over £ 800 ? 


Whatever your car or driving record, 
if you’re over 23 and paying more than 
£M0 for your car or van insurance 
call and see if we can save you money! 


0161 874 3592 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Saturday 9am-5pm 


Quoteiine Direct*. Authorised and regulated by the Rnancial Corxjuct Authority. 
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Showroom Insurance /Services 



CLASSICCARSERVICES 




Car Interior 
Specialists 

Guaranteed Quality & 
Service 

Vintage to brand new cars 
Full bespoke retrims, 
repairs • Leather - Cloth 
• Alcantara - Vinyl 



Hoods and Tonneaus 
made and fitted 

Interiors made and fitted 
to any make or model 


T: 0116 269 2607 E: salesOclassiccarservices.co.uk 


www.classiccarservices.co.uk 


Unit 2, R/0 10 Sitverdale Drive, Thurmaston, Leicester 



THE OIY MIKE TCP Ptcto 
PAB E14S LESS F(M HIS WSURANCC. 

HE INSURED THROUGH SKY WSURANCE, 
THE PERFORMANCE CAR SPEOAUSTS. 
WWW sfcylntijrance.co.ufc • 03303 331 


INSURANCE 


Specialist Car 
Insurance 

Adrian Flux knov/ how much you love 
your cor. that's why we ore dedicated 
to finding you o policy, tailor-made to 
your own prersonol requirements and 
driving history. Coll us today for o free, 
no obligation quotel 



0800 081 8989 

adrianflux.co.uk 

AuWto'Md and iwgukxod tnr Pw Financial Conduc) Aumonty 



Benefits available include: 


FREE Legal Cover 
Breakdown Cover 
EU Cover 
Imports Cover 


Limited Mileage Discounts 
Modificationt Cover 
Club Members Dbcourrts 
Track Day Cover 


www.avo.co.uk T77 





Art of speed 



Lotus Elise pedals 

by DAVID VIVIAN 


□ THERE WERE TWO FRIENDS. ONE WAS A 

freelance car designer called Julian Thomson. The other, Richard 
Rackham, had a staff job at Lotus as a chassis designer. The 
fact that both men owned Ducati motorbikes perhaps wasn't 
so remarkable. Neither was the fact that they owned them for 
precisely the same reason: not as modes of transport but as fine examples of 
kinetic art to be studied, understood, admired and, of course, ridden on great 
roads just for the hell of it. What arose from this set of circumstances, however, 
turned out to be a particularly serendipitous meeting of minds. When the time 
came for a chastened Lotus to truly reconnect with its core values after the 
clever but wrong-headed front-wheel-drive Elan bit the dust, inspiration sprang 
from the two designers’ shared appreciation for the pared-down beauty of an 
iconic Italian superbike. The project they were to work on was called Ml-11; the car 
that emerged in 1996 was the Lotus Elise. 

In essence, what Thomson and Rackham wanted to do was build a four- 
wheeled Ducati - a simple, lightweight sports car true to Colin Chapman's 
seminal vision, but with radical engineering solutions and construction-as- 
art design techniques that owners would be able to see and covet. ‘If you take 
the clothes off a Ducati, you see lots of nice things,' commented Rackham in a 


documentary about the birth of the Elise. ‘There's a real, jewel-like quality about 
the way they're put together,' added Thomson. ‘They don't want to sell them in 
big numbers, only to people who really know what they’re about.’ 

Central to Project Ml-ll's progress in every sense was Lotus's association with 
Hydro Aluminium in Denmark, which produced the aluminium extrusions from 
which the Elise was largely made. To save weight, the parts that constituted the 
chassis were bonded together with glue rather than welded, resulting in a car 
that was extremely rigid but tipped the scales at just 731kg. Another advantage 
of the extrusion process was the freedom it afforded. Not only did aluminium 
look and feel great, you could have it in any shape. This got Rackham thinking. 

‘I tried to fit an Austin Metro pedal box in the car,’ he remembers. ‘It looked 
hideous. I thought, hang on a minute. I'd sketched out an ideal pedal shape and 
suddenly I saw an extrusion there. If we hadn't been tuned into extrusions it would 
never have happened. I think the pedals caught a lot of peoples’ imaginations. It's 
something which is easily held in the hand. It's got a nice curvy shape to it. Julian 
actuaKy wanted to turn some vito tetephones that could be sent tociients ' 

The pedals’ fragility has turned out to be something of an Achilles' heel for 
the SI Elise. But as evidence of the Ducati-esque ‘exposed form' engineering 
Thomson and Rackham set out to achieve, their emblematic status lives on. □ 
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ON SALE WEDNESDAY APRIL 22 


New Audi ITS meets its rivals 

□ Toyota GT86 Cosworth □ McLaren Sports Series □ Ferrari Caiifornia T first UK drive 
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WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE CAR 

REPAIR BILLS? 




Simply the Best in the Business 


If your car goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not 

to mention the hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor 

for days, or even weeks on end. 

A used car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when 
your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards travel 
expenses as well as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to any 
VAT registered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs! 


Prices start from just £19 per month. Best of 
all its been designed by motoring consumer 
champion, Quentin Willson. 


Designed by Quentin Willson 


Warrantywise work in partnership with global 
feedback engine Feefo and were awarded their 
Gold Trusted Merchant award for 201 5. 
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Read the full article at: wwvy.warrantywise.co.uk/theo 


QUENTIN VIDEO GUIDE 


Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson, 
explains the benefits of a used car warranty. 


THEO IS WARRANTY WISE 


Warrantywise are delighted thatTheo Paphitis has 
done the wise thing and protected his jaw-dropping 
Maybach with a Warrantywise warranty. 




Get a Quote Online 

warrantywise.co.uk 


or call us on Freephone 0800 030 4569 


Watch Quentin’s Guide 

warrantywise.co.uk/guide 


Warrantywise 
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THE ALL NEW 
LEONSTCUPRA280 

CAPABLE, WHICHEVER 
WAY YOU LOOK AT IT 
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TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 



587 LITRE BOOT 

Room for an active lifestyle. 


280PS CUPRA ENGINE 

Guarantees precision>driving fun 


CUPRA DRIVE PROniE 

Dynamic driving at your fingertips. 
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Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon ST CUPRA in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 32.1 (8.8) - 33.6 
(8.4); extra-urban 50.4 (5.6) - 49.6 (6.6); combined 42.2 (6.7) - 42.8 (6.6). COj emissions 157 - 154 g/km. 
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